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FOR  GAY  LIBERATION 


THE  CANDID  CANDlDAn: 
GEORGE  HISLOP 1ALKS 

Val  Edwards  mterviews  the  man  the  media 
have  dubbed  Toronto's  "unofficial 
gay  mayor  "  and  finds  he 's  less 
and  more  than  that,  p  22 

THE  UTTlf  ISSUE 

TlviT  GREfff 

In  this  year's  civic  elections  in  Tbrofito, 
the  "gay  issue"  —  whatever  that  is  — 
just  won't  go  may.  A  campaign  journal 
by  Ed  Jackson,  p  14 

A  FEAST  OF  FESrHALS 

Bette  f^idler  struts  her  stuff 
^d  Dear  Boys  get  strokes  and  slashes  m 
as  Our  Image  reports  on  film  festivals     " 
in  Montreal  and  Toronto,  p  29 

WHAH  NO  QUICHE?! 

Not  on  the  day  the  homos  disappear. 
See  how  the  heteros  fare  without  us 
on  Robin  Hardy's  Back  Page,  p  43 
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WE  DONT  EXPECT  YOU 

TO  SUPPORT  GEORGE  HISLOP 

JUST  RECAUSE  HE^  GAY. 


For  many  years,  George  Hislop  has  been  a  leading  spokesperson 
foT  Toronto's  gay  community. 

But  he  has  also  been  in  the  forefront  of  the  fight  for  equal 
rights  for  women,  Blacks,  East  Asians  and  other  minorities.  And 
he's  running  for  Alderman  in  Ward  Six  on  a  progressive  platform 
which  speaks  to  the  issues  that  are  important  to  downtown  voters 
—  preservation  of  neighbourhoods,  expanded  daycare  and  social 
services,  protection  of  the  Island  homes,  better  and  cheaper  public 
transportation,  decentralization  of  services  and  public  facilities. 


George  Hislop  intends  to  represent  all  of  the  communities  in  the 
downtown  core.  He  wants  to  keep  Toronto  a  city  that  works. 

If  he  didn't,  we  wouldn't  recommend  him  as  a  candidate. 

Send  your  financial  contribution  to:  The  Association  of  Gay 
Electors  (AGE),  29  Granby  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  MSB  1H8. 
Mark  your  donation:  "For  the  Hislop  Campaign." 

For  more  information  on  the  campaign,  contact:  The  Hislop 
Campaign,  66  Isabella  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y  1N3,  or  call 
us  at  968-1490. 


better  health  care  and  affordable  housing. 

On  November  10,  help  elect  George  Hislop  Alderman  inWard  Six. 
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Naked  formalism 26 

No  one  else  has  ever  done  this  with  the  male  nude, 
says  artist  David  Aldrich.  Michael  Lynch  takes  a  close 
^  look  at  his  cool  approach  to  "erotic"  images. 


The  Time,  the  Place  and  the  Persot^  ^:  Hislop  heads  for  City  Hall 22 

Val Edwards  interviews  "the  most  interesting  thing  happening"  in  Toronto's  municipal  elections. 

Schwule  Showdown  in  West  Germany 20 

The  Nazis  may  be  gone,  but  their  "Pink  Lists"  linger  on.  Tim  McCaskell  reports. 
THE  NEWS 


Book-burning  at  Bishop 's 

Quebec  students  find  gay  bits  in  a  handbook  cause  for  a  bonfire.  (Did  somebody  mention  Germany?) 

Coping  with  ^'the  gay  issue'' 

. . .  whatever  it  is,  Sewell  and  Eggleton  find  it  won 't  go  away.  Ed  Jackson  observes. 

World  News:  After  five  yearSy  Matlovich  wins 

But  in  Ireland,  a  judge  says  that  sex  has  noplace  outside  holy  matrimony. 
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OUR  IMAGE 


Miss  M as  Divine  as  ever 

Norman  Hayfmds  himself  mesmerized  as  the  tiny  blonde  turns  into  a  tough  cookie. 

Fruits  of  the  festivals 

Tom  Waugh,  Alex  Wilson  and  Jody  Berland  cover  this  year's  film  fests  in  Toronto  and  Montreal. 

COLUMNS 

Taking  Issue     6     Comic  books  and  the  Rubayiat 


29 

32 


Gay  leftists  give  a  slap  on  the  wrist  to 
socialists  too  interested  in  socializing. 

So^s  Your  Grandmother 

Jane  Rule  ponders  the  ins  and  outs 
of  the  uncomfortable  closet. 

The  movement  of  many  heads 

Scott  Tucker  deliberates  on  his  yen 
for  a  diverse  Lavender  Left. 


21 


Ian  Young 's  Ivorv  Tunnel  find^ 
new  highs  in  an  old  medium. 

TheBackPage 

Robin  Hardy  takes  us  on  a  nervous  trip 
through  a  homo-free  Toronto. 


35 
43 
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THE  COVER 


REGULAR  DEPARTMENTS 

Letters 4  with  Old  city  Hall  looming  behind  him  and  the  New  sweeping 

Editorial 8  "P  ^^'d^'  George  Hislop  faces  the  camera  —  and  the  voters. 

Classifieds  J  7  ^^^'^  ^y  Gerald  Hannon.  Design  by  Rick  B^bout. 

Community  Page 40 


When  are  cocks  offensive? 


While  we  were  putting  this  issue  togeth- 
er, a  friend  who  writes  regularly  for  TBP 
dropped  by  and,  while  casually  perus- 
ing the  layout  boards,  found  something 
on  page  38  that  bothered  her. 

"What's  this?!"  She  was  referring  to 
the  ad  for  Montgomery  Leathers,  fea- 
turing a  Tom-of-Finland-like  hunk  with 
his  cock  bound  in  a  harness. 

"Oh,  that,"  one  of  us  responded.  "It 
was  one  of  those  borderline  cases,  so,  as 
usual,  we  passed  it  around  the  collective 
for  comments  before  deciding  to  run  it." 

"Well,  I  think  it's  offensive.  I  don't 
think  you  should  run  it." 

"We  realized  that  some  people  might 
think  thai.  What  reason  would  you  give 
for  refusing  it?" 

"It's  really  tacky."  She  couldn't  be 
more  specific,  as  neither  could  .some  of 


the  rest  of  us  who,  while  vaguely 
bothered  by  the  illustration,  decided  to 
run  the  ad  anyway. 

As  long-time  readers  of  this  magazine 
are  no  doubt  aware,  the  matter  of  sex- 
ual imagery  in  advertising  has  given  us 
problems  in  the  past,  and  we  haven't 
been  able  to  establish  a  cut-and-dried 
policy  that  can  be  applied  to  every  case. 

We  know  we  wouldn't  run  an  ad 
using  a  pretty  woman  to  sell  a  car  (even 
if  we  could  get  a  contract  from  GM), 
and  in  the  past  we've  refused  copy  using 
an  aggressively  sexy  man  to  sell  a  steam- 
bath.  (The  vote  to  reject  that  ad,  how- 
ever, split  the  collective  right  down  the 
middle.) 

Here  we  have  a  fantasy  image  being 
used  to  sell  the  apparatus  of  sexual  fan- 
tasy. The  proportions  arc  extreme,  but 
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in  a  recent  interview  in  Chrusiopher 
Street,  Tom  of  Finland  noted  that  he 
exaggerates  his  figures  intentionally  to 
make  it  clear  that  they  are  objects  of 
fantasy.  No  one,  he  says,  could  really  be 
built  like  that.  Still,  some  people  may 
not  view  his  work  in  the  way  he  intends. 

We  are  told  by  the  advertiser  that  this 
copy  was  rejected  by  The  .Advocate,  ap- 
parently because  cock  might  offend 
some  of  the  big  national  advertisers 
(GM?)  they  want  to  get  into  their  pages. 

We  don't  think  ctxks  are  offensive. 
But  we  recognize  that  some  commercial 
uses  of  them  can  be.  In  the  end,  we 
decided  to  sec  what  you  had  to  say.  We 
ran  the  ad;  you  can  look  it  over.  And 
then  we'd  like  you  to  write  and  tell  us 
what  you  would  have  decided. 

.And,  more  importantly,  why. 

Write  to:  The  Collective.  J  HP,  Box 
7289.  Station  A.  Toronto,  ON 
M5W  1X9.  n 
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The  Hotel  El  Dorado 

A  Hotel  in  The  Tradition  of  The  European  Pensione 


On  your  next  visit  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, experience  one 
of  the  City's  newest 
pleasures— a  stay  at 
the  tastefully  restored 
Hotel  El  Dorado.  We 
offer  easy  access  to 
the  Downtown,  Polk, 
Castro  and  Folsom  dis- 
tricts. Comfortable  and 
secure,  you  are  reminded  of 


a  warm  European  pensione. 
Fresh  coffee  is  served 
just  outside  your  door. 
Our  modest  rates  in- 
clude a  continental 
breakfast  each  morn- 
ing. Off-street  park- 
ing is  available.  Treat 
yourself  to  the  Hotel  El 
Dorado.  Call  or  write  for 
reservations. 


150  Ninth  Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  94103  •  (415)  552-4660 


Rates  begin  at  '19^ 


In  Toronto,  contact  Talk  of  the  Town  TVavel  (416)  960-1393 


469  Church  Street 
Toronto 
Phone  961-8861 


193  Cartton  Street 
Toronto 
Phone:  922-1693 


Special  packages  to  Key  West,  Ft  Lauderdale,  San  Juan  and  Acapuico 

We're  Number  One  in  Gay  Travel 


Gay  business  is  still  business 


I  would  liice  to  offer  some  comments  on 
the  article  "Calgary:  Growing  Pains  in 
Boomtown"  {TBP,  Sept). 

The  statement  is  made  that  the 
Parkside  Continental  "seems  to  wel- 
come both  men  and  women."  The  use 
of  the  word  "seems"  is  particularly 
astute,  as  my  own  observations  are 
borne  out  by  Cathy  Vail  (Interview,  p 
24)  and  this  quote  from  the  September 
1978  issue  of  Calgary  Magazine. 

"Women  are  considered  something  of 
a  nuisance  by  owner  Clint  Beaton.  The 
dykes  are  more  macho  than  anyone,  he 
complains,  and  tend  to  tear  things 
apart.  He's  declared  Monday  Ladies' 
Night  at  Myrt's  and  is  offering  advice 
and  encouragement  to  two  nurses  trying 
to  set  up  a  lesbian  bar.  Good  riddance  if 
they  go.  Besides,  dykes  don't  tip...." 

I  am  not  certain  that  Clint  Beaton  is 
still  associated  with  the  Parkside,  but 
the  attitude  still  is. 

It  is  (if  true)  unfortunate  that 
"Campbell  is  now  one  of  the  power 
brokers  in  the  gay  community."  His  in- 
sensitivity  to  gay  people  is  simply 
breathtaking.  On  numerous  occasions 
people,  referred  to  the  Parkside  by  Gay 
Information  and  Resources  Calgary 
telephone  staffers,  were  refused  entry 
by  uncaring  door  attendants  who 
judged  the  supplicant  and  found  him, 
or  her,  wanting.  Why  not  refer  them 
elsewhere,  you  say?  Why,  because  there 
is  no  "elsewhere"  that  is  not  owned  by 
Vance  Campbell.  So  much  for  "simply 
being  a  good  entrepreneur."  In  a  city  in 
which  he  faces  no  gay  competition,  the 
wonder  is  not  that  he  owns  so  many 
clubs,  but  that  he  owns  so  few. 

I  use  this  rather  blatant,  and  obvious- 
ly biased,  diatribe  to  make  a  point:  that 
business,  whether  gay-owned  or  not, 
whether  catering  to  gays  or  not,  is  still 
just  business.  Bars  and  clubs  and  discos 
are  not  provided  to  allow  gay  people  to 
meet,  they  are  provided  because  gay 
people  need  a  place  to  meet  other  gays; 
there  is  no  altruism  involved.  It  is  just  a 
heck  of  a  good  way  to  make  a  pile  of 
money.  In  Vancouver,  not  a  peep  was 
heard  from  gay  businessmen  when  City 
Council  voted  to  install  mercury-vapour 
floodlights  in  one  of  the  busiest  cruising 
areas  in  town.  Why  should  club  owners 
complain?  It  means  more  business  for 
them.  Never  mind  that  some  people 
can't  afford  the  clubs,  or  don't  hke  the 
noise  or  the  heat. 

Gay  men  and  lesbians  must  realize 
that  it  is  groups  like  GIRC  and  Calgary's 
Womyn's  Collective  that  will  ultimately 
offer  the  support,  the  "family"  if  you 
like,  that  we  so  desperately  need.  And  it 
will  be  these  groups  who  will  respond  to 
highly  organized  and  well-funded  right- 
wing  organizations  that  would  deny  us 
the  rights  that  are  our  due. 

Vance  Campbell  is  quoted  as  saying 
he  has  his  gay  dues  to  pay  and  "much 
of  the  money  goes  back  into  the  clubs." 
My  sense  of  that  is  that  he  feels  he  is 
paying  gay  dues  by  putting  money  back 
into  his  own  club.  However,  he  will,  I 
suggest,  when  hassled  out  of  existence 
as  a  club  owner  (by  the  same  police  to 
whom  he  now  appeals  for  assistance), 
merely  retire  to  run  the  apartment 
building  he  so  obviously  cherishes  in 
order  to  "get  as  much  out  of  his  tenants 
as  possible." 


As  he  so  succintly  puts  it,  "that's 
pure  business."  And  that,  Mr  Camp- 
bell, is  pure  exploitation. 
Russ  Congdon 
Maple  Ridge,  BC 

Gnomes  tacky? 

Readers  glancing  at  the  signature  on  this 
letter  before  reading  it  will  no  doubt 
assume  I  am  writing  to  deplore  The 
Body  Pontic's  description  of  the  "group 
leaders"  of  some  institute  or  other  as 
being  trained  in  what  is  stupefyingly 
described  as  "humanistic  experiential 
group  process."  But  no. 

I  write  rather  to  file  a  dissenting  view 
on  the  singulcu-  case  of  Mr  David 
Ramsden,  the  Peterborough  musician 
hauled  up  before  the  courts  for  making 
off  with  flamingos.  Black  jockeys  and 
garden  gnomes  from  citizens'  lawns.  Mr 
Ramsden  has  carried  out  his  depreda- 
tions under  the  auspices  of  the  Commit- 
tee Against  Racism  and  Tackiness.  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  defend  the  truly  offen- 
sive insitution  of  the  Black  lawn  jockey. 
On  my  Scarborough  street  alone,  vir- 
tually every  house  has  nine  or  ten  of 
these  things  fiUing  up  the  front  lawn  — 
a  cause  of  bad  feelings  all  around  when 
ever  a  carload  of  my  West  Indian 
friends  drop  by. 

But  I  must  bitterly  denounce  Mr 
Ramsden's  unfortunate  insinuation  that 
gnomes  in  one's  garden  are  a  sign  of 
tackiness.  Au  contraire.  As  I  learned  at 
my  grandfather's  knee,  no  true  English- 
style  garden  is  complete  without  a  few 
of  these  friendly  fellows  peeping  out 
here  and  there.  There  have  been  gnomes 
on  this  earth  far  longer  than  there  have 
been  committees,  and  who  does  Mr 


Cuban  refugee 

I  am  a  Cuban  boy  who  has  read  for 
the  first  time  an  issue  of  your  maga- 
zine and  I  consider  it  very  good,  very 
informative,  nice  and  wonderful. 
This  magazine  is  prohibited  here  in 
Cuba,  but  I  obtained  it  through  a 
Canadian  friend  (a  tourist  in  Cuba). 

I  write  to  ask  for  a  favour:  I  have 
a  cousin  who  left  Cuba  as  a  refugee 
(he  was  in  the  Peruvian  embassy  in 
Havana),  but  we  haven't  had  news 
of  him.  We  don't  know  whether  he  is 
alive  or  dead,  only  that  he  left  Cuba 
by  ship  for  Mariel  and  Key  West.  He 
is  a  Cuban  gay.  He  doesn't  know 
English  or  have  a  high  cultural  level, 
but  he  likes  to  work  a  lot. 

If  you  or  some  gay  organization 
can  help  me  find  out  something 
about  him,  I  —  and  his  mother,  too 
—  would  be  very  grateful. 

Ignacio 
Havana 

(The  writer  of  this  letter  didn  't  tell  us 
his  cousin 's  name  and  did  not  in- 
clude an  address  through  which  we 
.can  contact  him.  If  Ignacio  sees  this 
issue  of  The  Body  Politic,  we  ask 
him  to  send  us  this  information  (for 
safety)  through  Tim  McCaskell, 
188  1/2  Seaton  St,  Toronto.  Ont, 
Canada  MSA  2T4.  If  his  Canadian 
friend  sees  this,  we  ask  him  or  her  to 
contact  us.  —  The  Collective.) 
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Ramsden  think  he  is  to  pronounce  these 
wise  and  gentle  guardians  as  "tacky"? 
Certainly  they  dress  better  than  we  do, 
and  in  several  thousand  years  have 
never  been  known  to  make  a  snide 
remark  about  anyone. 

Shame  on  Mr  Ramsden.  Free  the 
Peterborough  gnomes! 

Ian  Young 

Scarborough  Spokesperson. 
Gnome  Liberation  Front, 
Scarborough,  Ontario 

Too  few  in  Key  West 

The  511  Eaton  Street,  a  gay  guest 
house,  is  a  member  of  the  Key  West 
Business  Guild  which,  along  with 
straight  organizations  and  city  officials, 
met  on  May  14,  1980  to  discuss  the 
serious  damage  caused,  not  by  the 
Cuban  influx,  but  by  misrepresentation 
of  local  conditions  by  out-of-state  news 
media.  This  was  the  first  co-operative 
action  by  gay  and  straight  community 
organizations,  and  it  resulted  in  the  for- 
mation of  a  task  force  which  will  take 
our  grievances  to  Washington. 

This  letter  is  to  say  that  Key  West  is 
not  swamped  with  Cuban  refugees. 
They  are  being  transported  to  other 
points  in  the  USA  as  they  leave  the  ves- 
sels. The  problem  is  that  there  are  too 
few  people  in  Key  West,  not  too  many. 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
the  Key  West  Business  Guild,  PO  Box 
1208,  Key  West,  Ha. ,33040. 
David  Cook,  Manager,  511  Eaton 
Street,  Key  West,  Florida 

Unqualified  christians 

The  article  on  page  13  and  14  of  the  Oc- 
tober TBP  is  an  interesting  but  alarming 
description  of  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Education's  attempt  to  deal  with  the 
problems  of  gay  persons  in  the  school 
system.  The  reaction  of  such  persons  as 
Ken  Campbell  was,  of  course,  hysterical 
and  predictable. 

The  opinions  of  many  of  these  so- 
called  Christians  would  be  repudiated, 
at  least  in  part,  by  many  theologians 
and  other  leaders  in  the  Christian 
community.  Why  legitimate  theologians 
fail  to  stand  up  and  be  counted  when 
the  Bible  is  used  as  an  instrument  of 
hate,  God  only  knows.  I  take  offence  at 
the  author's  practice,  in  an  otherwise 
carefully  written  article,  when  he  refers 
to  these  people  as  "Christians"  without 
qualification.  There  exist  thousands  of 
Christians  (myself  included)  to  whom 
the  quote  "If  you  were  my  son,  I'd  have 
drowned  you  at  birth"  would  be  im- 
possible to  utter  seriously. 

Campbell  and  his  crew  are  (I  hope)  a 
minority  in  the  Christian  community; 
they  certainly  have  no  mandate  or 
authority  to  sound  off  on  behalf  of  the 
rest  of  us.  When  you  quote  from  such 
persons  in  the  future,  plca.se  use  some 
qualifier:  do  not  simply  refer  to  them  as 
"Christians"  and  slander  the  rest  of  us 
with  their  nonsense. 

John  Cart  shore 
Toronto  * 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  of  Toronto  very 
much  regrets  the  implication  made  by 
Mr  Roger  Spalding  to  the  effect  that  the 
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Christian  faith  is  in  any  sense  an- 
tithetical to  the  principle  of  justice  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  (TBP,  October) 

In  his  report  on  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Education  subcommittee  meeting  of  15 
September  1980,  Mr  Spalding  in- 
troduces those  speakers  who  opposed 
the  establishment  of  a  formal  liaison 
with  the  gay  community  as  "the  Chris- 
tians." Furthermore,  while  he  later  con- 
cedes the  presence  of  one  "non- 
religious"  group  who  were  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  liaison,  he  fails  to  make  any 
mention  at  all  of  "the  Christians" 
straight  and  gay  who  were  very  much  in 
favour  of  that  measure. 

Bigotry  must  be  abhorred  by  all 
people,  straight  or  gay.  Christian  or 
not.  Moreover,  bigotry  must  be  abhor- 
red in  all  of  its  forms,  including 
spiritual  as  well  as  sexual  bias.  Finally, 
one  form  of  bigotry  must  not  be  used  to 
condemn  another. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
Reverend  Brent  Hawkes, 
Toronto 

Roger  Spalding  replies: 
My  story,  as  submitted,  specificallv 
mentioned  Brent  Hawkes's  eloquent 
defence  of  the  liaison  committee  pro- 


posal. Unfortunately,  that  paragraph 
was  edited  out. 

I  called  these  people  "Christians" 
because  that's  how  they  described 
themselves. 

On  September  20,  the  Toronto  Star 
reported  Anglican  Archbishop  of  On- 
tario Lewis  S  Farnsworthy's  lament  that 
the  driving  force  in  religion  today  is  in 
the  hands  of  fundamentalist  churches 
that  package  their  simple,  arch- 
conservative  message  like  soap.  He 
criticized  them  for  engaging  "politically 
in  every  right-wing  movement...  and 
(collecting)  millions  to  build  universities 
in  Tulsa  and  crystal  cathedrals  in 
California.  "  Where  was  he  on 
September  15? 

Political  hermaphrodites? 

When  I  sent  a  suggestion  for  a  series  on 
the  history  of  gay  art,  a  member  of  your 
staff  said  that  this  would  be  welcome  if 
discussed  "with  a  political  understan- 
ding." I  got  no  reply  to  my  ncxi  letter, 
but  this  lack  of  a  reply  was  nothing  in 
comparison  to  the  irritation  I  fell  at  be- 
ing forced  to  introduce  politics  into 
what  1  had  intended  to  be  a  cultural 
series  —  as  if,  for  example,  i  were  to 


write  a  series  on  Canadian  art  and  the 
editor  were  to  insist  that  1  must  in- 
troduce mention  of  Trudeau  or  L6ves- 
que  into  the  series!  But  that  is  not  all. 

The  fact  is  that  the  "pohtical  under- 
standing" of  which  he  was  speaking 
was,  no  doubt,  a  reference,  not  to  my 
political  beliefs,  but  to  the  "party  line" 
of  TBP,  which  seems  to  be  a  combina- 
tion of  pseudo-socialism  and  pseudo- 
feminism,  mi.xed  in  with  the  old 
crackpot  German  theories  aboiut  her- 
maphrodites and  the  "third  sex",  and 
spiced  up  with  the  ravings  of  man- 
hating  lesbian-separatist  lunatics.  If  you 
read  Gay  Community  News,  you  may 
have  noticed  my  letters  to  the  editor,  in 
which  I  have  expressed  similar  objec- 
tions in  more  detail.  Indeed,  one  of 
these  letters  which  CCA' printed  was 
none  other  than  the  very  letter  which 
TBP  had  previously  refu,sed  to  print! 
One  gels  the  impression  that  they  arc 
open  to  criticism,  but  TBP  is  not. 

Every  time  that  I  have  ever  shown  any 
clippings  from  THP  orGCN  to  one  of  my 
gay  friends,  ihcy  have  always  responded 
with,  "Why,  these  people  arc  cra/y!"  I 
was  particularly  outraged  with  the  last 
issue  of  my  old  sub.scription,  with  the 
article  by  the  lesbian  which  starts  out 
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with,  "All  straight  men  are  rapists  and 
all  gay  men  are  murderers!" 

The  difference  between  the  homo- 
sexuals in  South  Florida  and  those  who 
live  between  New  York,  Boston  and 
Toronto,  is  not  merely  a  mild  political 
difference;  it  is  a  difference  of  general 
attitudes  and  lifestyles,  and  it  is  a  dif- 
ference which  is  every  bit  as  great  as  the 
difference  between  sanity  and  insanity. 
There  are  in  South  Florida  no  homosex- 
uals who  express  a  love  for  communism, 
none  who  think  that  they  are  her- 
maphrodites, none  who  grovel  before 
the  feminist  movement's  sacred  cows, 
none  who  are  hippies  or  street  people 
left  over  from  the  1960s.  Here,  there  are 
no  lesbians  who  hate  men,  or  who 
believe  in  the  myth  of  matriarchal 
societies  in  prehistoric  times,  or  who 
have  chips  on  their  shoujlders.  That  is 
why  I  Hve  here  instead  of  moving  to  the 
lunatic  asylum  up  north.  My  gay  friends 
feel  the  same  way.  We  would  rather  live 
next  to  Anita  Bryant  than  the  sort  of 
gay/lesbian  "brothers  and  sisters"  who 
are  represented  by  the  staffs  of  TBP, 
GCN  and  Fag  Rag\ 
Stephen  Foster 
Coral  Gables,  Florida 


Tired  but  trying 


When  I  wrote  to  Body  Politic  readers  in 
the  June/ July  issue,  I  didn't  expect 
many  people  to  read  what  I  wrote,  let 
alone  respond  from  San  Francisco  to 
Ireland.  I  was  stunned.  You  kindly  Hs- 
tened  to  me  boast  about  our  accom- 
plishments, now  will  you  listen  with 
compassion  while  I  write  with  despair? 

I'm  tired!  I  won't  quit,  but  I  am 
tired.  I'm  tired  of  working  to  the  best  of 
my  limited  ability  in  an  effort  to  make 
life  easier  (however  slightly)  for  people 
who  largely  seem  to  care  little  about 
themselves,  let  alone  their  environment. 
The  bars  are  full.  Are  the  gay  rights 
meeting  places?  Never! 

I'm  tired  of  "attractive"  25-year-olds 
who  call  or  write  looking  for  other 
"attractive"  25-year-olds.  Are  there  no 
plain  or  ugly  people  out  there  who  are 
interested  in  helping  to  change  the  lot  of 
the  poor  gay  clones? 

I'm  tired  of  anti-heterosexual  propa- 
ganda. My  mate  and  I  have  been  lis- 
tened to  with  respect  by  many  groups  of 
heterosexuals.  This  is  largely  because 
the  respect  we  have  for  ourselves  and 
each  other  inspires  respect  from  others. 

Homosexuals  have  an  advantage  over 
heterosexuals.  We  know  them.  They 
raised  us.  They  grew  up  with  us.  They 
never  had  a  chance  to  get  to  know  us 
because,  from  the  time  we  were  old 
enough  to  lie,  we  told  them  we  were 
straight,  and  now  we  want  to  be 
accepted  as  ourselves.  Of  course  they 
are  frightened  and  think  we've  been 
recruited  by  some  evil  group.  The  only 
things  a  large  portion  of  heterosexuals 
know  about  homosexuality  is  what  was 
whispered  behind  their  schools  as  chil- 
dren. Knowing  this,  we  (my  mate  and  I) 
gently  try  to  re-educate  them  while  also 
stressing  our  urgent  need  for  complete 
human  rights  and,  believe  it  or  not,  they 
listen. 

Yes,  I'm  tired.  I'm  tired  of  our  own 
people.  The  thing  that  prevents  homo- 
sexuals from  getting  basic  human  rights 


is  homosexuals.  It's  a  great  deal  easier 
to  hide  in  our  disco  closets  than  it  is  to 
be  responsible  adults  in  the  world  at 
large.  Isn't  it? 
Cate  Lazarov 
North  Bay,  Ontario 

No  smiles 

I  wish  to  comment  on  the  article, 
"Neighbourly  Sentiments,"  which  ap- 
peared in  September's  issue,  under  the 
heading  "Between  the  Lines,"  by  Ken 
Popert. 

I  can  quite  understand  his  feelings  as 
it  is  something  that  I  have  faced  time 
and  again  in  my  own  neighbourhood 
near  Sherbourne  and  Bloor  Streets.  I 
am  quite  often  "face  to  face"  with 
various  people  once  or  twice  a  week  and 
habitually  say  "hello."  Very  few  res- 
pond, although  I  must  be  recognized. 
Most  of  the  ones  who  do  respond  do  so 
very  begrudgingly,  whether  passing  on 
the  street  or  upon  seeing  one  another  in 
a  bar. 

I  am  now  at  the  stage  where  I  am 
ready  to  smile  and  say  "Fuck  off"  or 
merely  cross  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street. 
John  Yorke 
Toronto  ^ 

No  wonder  gays  have  a  difficult  time 
making  progress.  I  refer  to  Ken 
Popert's  "Between  the  Lines"  column 
in  your  September  issue.  Again,  we 
"clones"  are  taken  to  task  for  having 
professional  positions  and  wearing  our 
disgusting  "uniforms." 

The  day  after  throwing  out  the  KP 
garbage,  I  attended  a  local  gay  meeting. 
A  program  was  presented  by  two  for- 
mer "clones"  (their  description).  They 
had  overcome  such  a  fate  by  retreating 
to  the  mountains  of  Colorado,  where 
with  200  others  they  most  often  wore  no 
clothes,  then  wrapped  themselves  in 
sarong-styled  dresses  and  painted  on 
make-up.  Their  slides  were  reveahng. 
The  fellows  all  looked  alike.  They  called 
themselves  "sissies"  and  "Fairies"  and 
pointed  to  two  Canadians,  one  of  whom 
(Robin)  they  say  writes  for  TBP. 

I  presume  I  am  a  clone.  Most  of  us  at 
the  meeting  were  easily  defined  as  such, 
just  as  K  Popert's  column  did  so.  It's 
terrible  to  have  a  home,  cut  grass  in 
Adidas  shorts,  have  short  hair,  mous- 
tache and  a  washboard  stomach. 

While  this  clone  and  his  fellow  clones 
are  getting  ready  for  a  major  gay  aware- 
ness event,  the  return  of  the  conserva- 
tive legislators  to  this  capital  city,  and 
attempting  to  keep  up  with  congres- 
sional contacts,  K  Popert  is  looking  for 
more  adjectives  while  cruising  the  Eaton 
Centre.  Meanwhile,  I  suppose  the  "fai- 
ries" who  could  only  "come  out"  in  the 
mountains  have  returned  to  their  econo- 
my apartment,  slipped  into  their  dresses 
with  the  peace  of  mind  that  they  are  dis- 
ease-free from  clonedom.  BUNK!  "We 
have  seen  the  enemy  and..."  W  Pooh. 

Jim  Loveless 
Topeka,  Kansas 

The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters. 
Address  them  to  us  at:  Letters,  TBP, 
Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON 
M5W 1X9.  Letters  selected  for  publica- 
tion may  be  edited  for  length. 
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by  The  Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  IVIale 
Socialists,  New  York  City 


Sarcasm,  invective  and  dirty  pool 


As  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  May 
Northeast  Conference  of  Multinational 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Feminist  Social- 
ists, the  Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Male  Socialists  was  pleased  to  see  your 
substantial  news  coverage  of  the  event 
in  the  August  issue  of  The  Body  Politic. 

As  you  emphasized,  this  was  only  the 
start  of  a  movement  to  organize  a  na- 
tional Lavender  Left  Network  and,  al- 
though the  May  conference  was  planned 
as  a  Northeast  Regional  Conference  of 
the  USA,  it  is  clear  from  the  Latin 
American  and  Canadian  participation  in 
the  formation  of  the  Lavender  Left  that 
the  movement  already  extends  well 
beyond  a  regional  or  national  US  base. 

We  have  continued  the  work  begun  in 
May.  The  Coordinating  Committee  of 
the  National  Lavender  Left  (an  organ- 
izing body  open  to  all  interested  indiv- 
iduals) has  produced  the  first  issue  of 
Lavender  Left  Newsletter,  and  a  second 
issue  is  scheduled  for  the  late  fall. 

Although  the  May  conference  was 
organized  by  activists  in  a  few  large 
American  cities,  we  welcome  and  en- 
courage the  formation  of  new  chapters 
in  other  cities,  such  as  the  movement  in 
Toronto  reported  in  TBP.  The  Co- 
ordinating Committee  is  currently  plan- 
ning a  follow-up  meeting  to  the  May 
conference,  tentatively  set  to  be  held  in 
New  York  City  on  December  13  and  to 
be  followed  by  a  political  forum  and 
social  event.  Anyone  interested  in  par- 
ticipating in  the  Coordinating  Commit- 
tee or  in  the  December  meeting  or  in 
establishing  contact  with  the  Lavender 
Left  Network  should  write  to:  Lavender 
Left  Network,  PO  Box  512,  Village  Sta- 
tion, New  York,  New  York  10014. 

The  members  of  the  CLGMS  would 
also  like  to  respond  to  some  of  the 
points  made  in  the  articles  by  Alexander 
Wilson  and  by  Gary  Kinsman  and  Paul 
Troliope.  Much  of  the  criticism  made 
about  the  inadequate  discussion  of  ma- 
jor problems,  such  as  feminism,  the 
relationship  of  the  Lavender  Left  to  the 
gay  male  ghetto  and  the  interrelation 
between  our  personal,  sexual  and  politi- 
cal lives,  was  well  taken  and  these  are 
themes  which  we  plan  to  open  up  to  dis- 
cussion in  the  Newsletter  and  the 
December  meeting  and  political  forum. 
The  May  conference  concentrated  on 
what  we  consider  to  be  the  most  impor- 
tant immediate  threats  to  the  gay  and 
socialist  movements  (racism  and  right- 
wing  reaction),  but  these  are  only  some 
of  the  problems  we  plan  to  deal  with  in 
the  Lavender  Left  Network. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  criti- 
cism seems  to  us  to  have  been  highly 
bia,sed  and  to  have  been  presented  in  an 
unconstructive,  tendentious  manner. 
Your  articles  gave  the  impression  that 
the  conference  was  dominated  by  polit- 
ical parties  whose  spokespeople  retarded 
the  discussions  of  political  issues.  This 
was  simply  not  the  case.  With  few 
exceptions,  the  members  of  the  CLGMS 
are  not  affiliated  with  political  parties, 
yet  wc  participated  actively  throughout 
the  planning  of  the  conference,  in  the 
plenary  sessions  and  in  the  discussion. 
We  have  had  no  difficulty  working  with 
members  of  panics.  The  exchange  of 
views  among  members  of  political  par- 
ties and  other  gay  socialist  organizations 
and  groups  is  an  important  way  to  build 


a  coalition  around  common  goals.  This 
is  the  opposite  of  sectarianism,  and 
those  who  feel  uncomfortable  par- 
ticipating in  discussions  with  members 
of  political  organizations  are  themselves 
retarding  the  formation  of  a  broad- 
based  movement. 

Moreover,  the  assertion  by  Alexander 
Wilson  that  theoretical  issues  were  ig- 
nored is  not  true.  We  in  the  CLGMS 
helped  plan  the  session  on  theory  as  a 
major  part  of  the  conference,  second  in 
importance  only  to  the  problems  of 
racism  and  fighting  the  right,  and  two 
of  our  members  (both  Marxists,  though 
not  members  of  a  political  party)  wrote 
and  gave  a  theoretical  paper  on  the  gay 
issue.  If  Wilson  has  criticisms  of  this 
paper  and  of  the  theoretictd  discussions, 
then  he  should  have  expressed  them 
openly,  and  not  asserted  wrongly  that 
theory  was  not  discussed.  We  in  the 
CLGMS  agree  with  Wilson  that  our 
political  practice  as  lesbian  and  gay 
male  socialists  should  not  be  conducted 
separate  from  theory,  and  we  shall  con- 
tinue to  bring  up  theoretical  issues  in 
the  Lavender  Left  Network.  (Copies  of 
the  paper  given  at  the  conference  are 
available  for  $2.50  by  writing  to 
CLGMS,  Box  512,  Village  Station,  New 
York,  New  York  10014). 

Finally,  we  were  disappointed  in  your 
choice  of  a  photograph  to  illustrate  the 
conference  and  with  the  caption  to  it. 
The  most  one  can  say  about  the  photo- 
graph is  that  it  captured  the  tendency  of 
some  of  the  men  in  attendance  to  take 
the  political  work  of  the  conference  less 
seriously  than  their  lesbian  and  other 
gay  male  comrades.  Alexander  Wilson 
may  have  wanted  to  join  these  men  at 
the  pool,  but  the  vast  majority  of  parti- 
cipants in  the  conference  had  more 
important  work  to  do  by  taking  an  ac- 
tive and  constructive  part  in  the  political 
discussions.  Wilson's  choice  of  language 
may  make  for  clever  journalism.  But 
sarcasm  and  invective  are  not  the  means 
of  rational  argument  or  critique. 
Rather,  they  are  destructive  in  that  they 
divide  us  and  make  it  more  difficult  to 
further  the  cooperation  of  diverse 
groups  of  lesbian  and  gay  male  socialists 
around  common  goals. 

The  Lavender  Left  Network  is  not 
itself  a  centralized  organization,  but  in- 
stead a  coalition  built  from  par- 
ticipating organizations,  groups,  parties 
and  individuals.  However,  its  goal  is  to 
build  an  organized  movement  of  lesbian 
and  gay  male  socialists  and  to  achieve 
our  political  goals  we  must  remain  open 
to  all  individuals  and  organizations  (in- 
cluding political  parties)  which  are  will- 
ing to  cooperate  on  the  general  aims 
and  practical  actions  of  our  movement. 
Shortsighted  sniping  at  any  of  the  parti- 
cipants in  the  Lavender  Left  and  polit- 
ically or  ideologically  motivated  attacks 
that  single  out  some  participants  for 
exclusive  criticism  can  only  divide  us 
and  endanger  the  building  of  a  unified 
movement  of  lesbian  and  gay  male 
socialists.!  I 
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FORT  LAUDERDALE 

$1  ggoo 

plus  air  fare 

Organized  especially  for  us,  the  price  includes: 

•  7  nights  at  Hotel  El  Mirador 

(50  metres  from  the  beach) 

•  Hotel-airport  transfer 

•  Club  Jeunesse  flight  bag 

Optional  Key  West  "Fantasy  Weekend" 

For  this  and  all  your  travel  arrangements, 
call  Dave  at  Club  Jeunesse  Voyages 

Palais  du  Commerce,  1700,  rue  Berri,  Suite  48. 
Montreal,  Quebec  H2L  4E7.  Telephone:  (514)  288-8688 
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Editorial 


Two  votes  for  a  voice 


The  election  campaign  now  underway  in  the  City  of  Toronto  is  pregnant 
with  potential  for  the  city's  gay  and  lesbian  communities. 

What  each  of  us  chooses  to  do  or  not  to  do  in  the  days  to  come  seems 
likely  to  define  for  years  to  come  the  course  of  our  relations  with  the 
society  around  us  and  the  tone  of  our  own  lives. 

During  his  two-year  tenure,  Mayor  John  Sewell  has  used  his  office  to 
give  voice  to  the  anxieties  of  the  black,  ethnic  and  gay  communites.  He  has 
forced  to  public  attention  the  acts  carried  out  against  these  communities  by 
segments  of  the  police  force.  He  has  campaigned  to  bring  to  public  account 
the  provincially  controlled  Metropolitan  Toronto  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  Police,  a  body  whose  indifference  condones  abuses. 

By  using  the  resources  of  his  office  in  this  fashion,  Sewell  has  introduced 
a  deterrent  to  abuses  of  police  power  and  has  launched  a  defence  of  the 
democratic  and  human  rights  threatened  by  that  power.  The  coalition 
which  is  assembling  under  his  leadership  on  this  issue  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  gay  community.  It  offers  a  significant  point  of  resistance 
to  police  attacks  on  us,  and  a  way  out  of  the  political  and  social  isolation 
which  makes  us  such  vulnerable  targets.  But  only  if  we  participate  in  it. 

Sewell's  principal  opponent  adopts  a  different  perspective  on  the  major 
issue  of  the  campaign.  Alderman  Art  Eggleton  says  that  the  mayor  must 
have  "the  confidence  of  the  police."  Note  that  phrase  well:  the  confidence 
of  the  police,  not  the  confidence  of  the  people.  As  mayor,  Eggleton  would 
be  the  captive  of  the  PoHce  Commission. 

Because  of  Sewell's  strong  stands  against  police  abuses  and  for  the  gay 
community,  the  mayoral  election  will  constitute  a  virtual  referendum  on 
these  issues.  If  Sewell  is  returned  to  office,  the  people  of  Toronto  will  have 
repudiated  the  tactics  of  the  police  and  will  have  acknowledged,  albeit 
conditionally,  the  legitimacy  of  our  community  in  the  life  of  the  city. 

Possibilities  of  a  different  kind  inhere  in  the  candidacy  of  gay  activist 
George  Hislop.  Hislop  numbers  himself  among  the  aldermanic  candidates 
who  second  John  Sewell's  progressive  policies  on  city  housing,  public 
transit,  police  reform  and  minority  rights.  Victory  for  any  of  them  will 
reinforce  the  significance  of  Sewell's  re-election. 

But  Hislop's  candidacy  is  unique,  both  because  the  candidate  is  a  gay 
activist  and  because  he  is  seeking  election  from  a  ward  where  gay  people 
form  a  large  fraction  of  the  electorate.  If  Hislop  is  elected,  the  people  of 
Ward  Six  will  have  expressed  their  confidence  in  an  openly  gay  candidate. 
But  far  more  significant  is  this:  if  Hislop  is  elected,  it  will  happen  because 
large  numbers  of  gay  people  will  have  cast  ballots  for  a  man  who  has  for 
years  been  openly  gay  and  a  gay  activist.  His  victory  will  announce  the 
maturing  of  a  mass  community-consciousness  among  gay  people. 

Affirmation  by  the  public  of  the  gay  community.  Affirmation  of  their 
own  community  by  gay  people  themselves.  These  verdicts,  rendered  in  the 
election  of  John  Sewell  and  George  Hislop,  will  proclaim  a  warmer  social 
climate  in  which  gay  men  and  women  can  acquire  more  of  the  self- 
confidence  needed  to  leave  their  closets,  to  enrich  our  community  and  to 
nourish  the  strong  roots  which  we  must  have  in  our  struggle  for  change. 

These  are  the  possibilities.  They  can  become  realities,  but  only  if  enough 
of  us  seize  the  chance  to  make  them  so.  For  too  long,  the  progress  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  communities  has  been  fed  by  the  exertions  of  too  few.  The 
opportunities  we  now  face  demand  the  efforts  of  more  than  a  tiny  band  of 
gay  activists.  All  of  us,  even  those  still  in  the  closet,  can  and  should  join 
the  election  campaigns  of  John  Sewell,  George  Hislop  and  other  supportive 
candidates  and  cast  our  votes  for  them  on  November  10. 

Hislop  has  often  noted  that  he  is  not  the  gay  candidate,  but  the 
candidate  who  is  gay.  He  is  right  to  insist  on  that  distinction.  As  a  member 
of  City  Council,  it  will  be  his  duty  to  represent  all  the  people  of  Ward  Six, 
not  just  his  gay  constituents.  Although  he  will  offer  the  most  receptive  ear 
we  have  had  at  City  Hall,  it  will  still  be  up  to  us  to  articulate  our  concerns 
through  our  community  organizations. 

And,  although  victory  for  Sewell  will  usher  in  improved  prospects  for 
our  community,  paradise  is  not  just  around  the  corner.  The  preachers  of 
hate  do  not  lose  gracefully;  defeat  will  fan  their  frenzy.  But  we  will  have 
more  confidence  in  our  ability  to  reply. 

So,  even  if  Sewell  and  Hislop  win,  we  cannot  sit  back  and  let  John  and 
George  do  it. 

During  the  next  few  weeks,  the  gay  people  of  Toronto  must  either  reach 
for  the  future  or  cling  to  the  past.  We  cannot  turn  away  from  the  choice. 
The  power  to  make  change  in  our  own  lives,  in  the  lives  of  those  we  love 
and  in  the  life  of  our  community  rests  in  no  other  hands  but  our  own.D 
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University  students  bum  handboolc 
in  protest  over  ''fag  propaganda" 


LENNOXVILLE,  PQ  —  First  they 
banned  it,  then  they  burned  it. 

In  late  August,  following  deUvery  of 
the  1980-81  joint  student  handbook  of 
Bishop's  University  and  Champlain 
Regional  College,  Champlain  campus 
officials  stopped  distribution  of  the 
book,  principally  because  of  an  alleged 
editorial  bias  toward  gays.  But  the  same 
day  the  ban  was  Hfted,  homophobic 
straight  students  burned  bundles  of  the 
controversial  handbook. 

The  handbook,  the  cover  of  which 
depicts  a  demonstration  taking  place, 
with  one  placard  reading  "Better 
Blatant  Than  Latent,"  was  edited  by 
Daron  Westman,  20-year-old  president 
of  the  Gay  Students'  Alliance  on  cam- 
pus. About  a  year  ago,  Westman  caused 
a  furor  in  this  small  university  town  of 
3,000  when  he  came  out  publicly  on 
campus  and  placed  advertisements  in 
campus  publications  to  establish  a  gay 
.students'  alliance. 

The  section  of  the  guide  apparently 
most  offensive  to  Champlain  College 
officials  was  an  introductory  statement 
on  the  positions  of  gays  in  society,  with 
emphasis  on  the  media's  treatment  of 
gays. 

Other  sections  found  objectionable 
included  articles  on  police  harassment, 
gay  nightlife  in  the  local  area,  feminist 
and  marxist  graphics,  and  a  drug-use 
section.  The  controversial  material 
amounted  to  14  of  the  handbook's  1 12 
pages. 

Westman  asked  the  Handbook  Selec- 
tion Committee  last  summer  for  com- 
plete editorial  control,  and  told  them 
the  guide  would  be  dealing  with  gay 
i.ssucs  for  the  first  time.  "I  worked  on 
the  handbook  ail  summer,  figuring  they 
knew  what  it  meant  when  a  gay  activist 
says  he  is  going  lo  mention  homosexual- 
ity," he  said. 

The  introductory  article  was  reprinted 


from  the  Ubyssey,  the  University  of 
British  Columbia  student  newspaper.  It 
was  discussed  by  Westman  and  hand- 
book committee  member  Roger  Cote, 
who  asked  that  it  be  replaced  by  a  wel- 
coming message  to  new  students.  West- 
man  drafted  the  proposed  article,  but 
subsequently  changed  his  mind  and  the 
original  introduction  went  to  press. 

Champlain  College's  Assistant  Cam- 
pus Director  Gerry  Cutting  said  that 
when  he  saw  the  final  copies  appear 
without  the  requested  changes,  the  col- 
lege decided  to  stop  distribution.  On 
September  2  the  2,500  copies  of  the 
book  were  sealed  in  boxes  and  placed  in 
a  closet  in  Cutting's  office. 

The  Bishop's  Students'  Representa- 
tive Council  met  in  closed  session 
September  5.  After  two  hours  of  debate 
to  which  the  press  and  student  body 
were  refused  admittance,  it  was  decided 
that  the  handbook  should  be  distributed 
in  its  entirety  along  with  a  disclaimer. 

A  "Special  Notice  from  the  Publish- 
ers," pasted  into  the  inside  front  cover 
the  book,  apologizes  "for  the  inclusion 
of  any  statements,  articles  and  illustra- 
tions in  this  book  which  might  be  con- 
sidered to  be  in  poor  taste  or  contain 
factual  inaccuracies..." 

Westman  was  relatively  satisfied  with 
the  outcome  of  the  dispute:  "I'm  glad 
it's  coming  out  the  way  I  originally 
wanted  it.  In  that  sense  it's  a  victory." 

But  Sondra  Corry,  a  feminist  activLst 
and  former  Bishop's  student,  said:  "In 
my  opinion,  the  disclaimer  incited  the 
bookburning.  When  you  have  an  ad- 
ministration that  condones  homophobic 
attitudes,  the  students  can  be  confident 
that  such  an  extreme  action  will  be  met 
with  the  silence  it  has.  When  an  admin- 
istration is  so  quick  to  issue  a  disclaimer 

Distribution  of  the  handbook  began 
the  morning  of  September  9,  but  later 
that  evening  over  75  mostly  male 


Bishop's  students  gathered  behind  a 
campus  residence  to  stage  a  45-minute 
book-burning,  during  which  100  copies 
of  the  handbook  were  destroyed. 

Participants  claimed  they  burned  the 
handbooks  because  they  objected  to 
"fag  propaganda"  and  material  inap- 
propriate to  the  university.  "We're 
burning  it  because  it's  useless  trash," 
said  one  student,  while  another 
shouted,  "This  is  what  we  should  do  to 
all  faggots!" 

Bishop's  principal,  C  I  H  NichoU, 
would  not  comment  on  the  incident,  but 
Students'  Representative  Council  presi- 
dent Ian  Pennell  said  the  major  objec- 
tion of  some  students  was  not  to  West- 
man's  sexual  orientation,  "but  students 
feel  it's  being  rammed  down  their 
throats...  they  feel  cheated  because  they 
paid  for  those  handbooks  in  their  fees." 
for  gay  content  but  remains  silent  about 
a  vigilante  action  on  its  campus,  you 
know  what  stand  it  is  taking." 


Daron  Westman  editor  ut  the  bdnncd  booK 


But  Pennell  concedes  that  student  reac- 
tion "almost  puts  Bishop's  back  in  the 
dark  ages." 

Gerry  Cutting,  who  doubles  as  direc- 
tor of  student  and  community  services, 
said  "Westman  had  to  have  known 
what  would  happen"  before  he  put  the 
book  in  print.  "This  may  not  be  the  re- 
action of  a  healthy  intellectual  commu- 
nity, but  it's  reality." 

A  public  meeting  was  held  September 
17  to  discuss  the  ban  and  book-burning. 
Westman  told  TBP  that,  overall,  the  re- 
cent developments  have  drawn  new 
members  to  the  Gay  Students'  AUiance. 
"We're  stronger  and  more  unified,  and 
since  homophobia  is  so  strong  here  it 
must  be  confronted."  When  he  first 
formed  the  Gay  Students'  Alliance, 
Westman  was  waylaid  on  his  way  home 
from  college  and  beaten  up.  Campus 
thugs  threatened  to  break  his  legs  if  he 
continued  to  try  to  organize  gays. 

Over  a  month  after  these  events,  the 
handbook  and  Daron  Westman  were 
still  the  number  one  topic  of  campus 
gossip.  A  senior  Bishop's  administrator 
said  he  thought  Westman  had  a  lot  of 
guts  and  personally  supported  him,  but 
that  "maybe  he  went  about  it  the  wrong 
way.  But  this  place  needs  to  be  shaken 
out  of  its  complacency." 

The  Campus,  Bishop's  weekly  stu- 
dent newspaper,  while  pointing  out  that 
the  handbook  was  inadequate  in  some 
ways,  has  editorially  denounced  the 
book-burning. 

Westman  says,  "We  have  been 
accused  of  doing  the  gay  movement 
more  harm  than  good,  proving  that 
coming  out  will  get  you  beaten  up  and 
arouse  homophobic  hysteria.  And  it  is 
not  a  welcoming  atmosphere." 

Sandra  Corry  was  less  fatalistic: 
"This  kind  of  thing  shows  the  impor- 
tance of  group  strength.  As  individual 
organizers  without  a  group  we  will 
remain  'whipping  t>oys,'  martyrs  to  the 
cause.  It  is  a  hard  step,  to  get  that  first 
showing  of  group  strength,  but  I  am 
confident  that  it  will  happen  \^iih 
persistence." 

Joanne  Brown  ((JtN),  Sluarl  Russell 
Paul  Trollope 


NOVEMBER  1980 


THE  BODY  POLITIC/9 


Gays  lose  bid  for  school  liaison 
but  board  outlaws  discrimination 


TORONTO  —  The  Toronto  Board  of 
Education  has  outlawed  anti-gay  dis- 
crimination among  its  trustees,  adminis- 
tration, staff  and  students,  but  has 
refused  to  estabhsh  ongoing  liaison  with 
the  city's  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
However,  the  board  did  vote  October  9 
to  have  its  Equal  Opportunity  Office  in- 
vestigate bias  in  city  schools  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  orientation. 

Gay  activist  John  Argue  sees  this  as  a 
"partial  victory"  and  says  his  group  will 
continue  to  push  for  their  original  de- 
mand. "An  ongoing  lesbian /gay  liaison 
committee  will  exist,  even  if  the  school 
board  doesn't  have  the  courage  to  rec- 
ognize us  formally,"  he  added. 

On  September  18,  trustees  at  their 
regular  meeting  voted  19-4  to  amend 
board  policy  so  that  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  would  be 
expUcitly  forbidden.  The  full  motion  as 
printed  in  October's  TBP  was  amended, 
however.  Trustee  Irene  Atkinson  (Ward 
2)  succeeded  in  having  a  clause  added 
which  forbade  "proselytization  of 
homosexuality  in  the  schools." 

However,  trustee  Penny  Moss  (Ward 
5)  successfully  added  another  amend- 
ment which  stated  that  "free  and  open 
discussion  of  homosexuality  was  not  to 
be  inhibited"  by  the  anti-proselytization 
clause. 

The  board's  powerful  School  Pro- 
grams Committee  met  September  29  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  disbanding  the 
subcommittee,  even  though  it  had 
scarcely  begun  to  investigate  the  liaison 
question  {TBP,  October).  A  straw  vote 
of  the  17  trustees  present  showed  that 
the  subcommittee  would  indeed  be  dis- 
banded. Nevertheless,  16  delegations, 
most  of  them  representing  Christian 
fundamentalist  churches  and  organiza- 
tions, insisted  on  having  their  say.  For 
the  second  time  in  as  many  weeks, 


Student  Robert  Stradz  telling  it  like  it  is 


trustees  sat  for  hours  listening  to 
bigoted  diatribes  laced  with  quotations 
from  the  Bible.  Board  Chairperson 
Fiona  Nelson,  an  outspoken  foe  of  gay 
liaison  from  the  start,  conspicuously 
read  a  gardening  catalogue  throughout 
the  meeting. 

Many  of  the  anti-gay  speakers  had 
addressed  the  subcommittee  meeting 
September  15,  but  were  back  for  a 
second  round. 

"Phil"  Reeve  explained  that  the  laws 
of  engineering  "show  that  a  thing 


should  only  be  used  for  what  it's  made 
for."  Rev  Ron  Marr,  editor  of  the 
Christian  Inquirer,  was  back  again  to 
read  passages  from  the  National 
Enquirer.  Stewart  Newton,  a  business- 
man whose  campaign  for  signatures  had 
been  given  a  boost  in  Claire  Hoy's 
Toronto  Sun  column,  waved  pages  he 
claimed  contained  15, (XX)  names. 

A  shouting  match  erupted  when  Ward 
6  trustee  Bob  Spencer  angrily  accused 
the  deputants  of  being  a  front  for  milit- 
antly  racist  groups  like  the  Western 
Gucud.  This  charge  brought  one  man  to 
his  feet,  loudly  challenging  Spencer  to 
meet  him  outside  the  board  room  "to 
settle  this  man  to  man."  Other  members 
of  the  audience  were  embarrassed  by  his 
outburst.  "We  are  ashamed,"  some 
said.  "That  man  is  not  a  true 
Christian,"  others  murmured. 

For  Ward  8  trustee  Michael  Craig,  the 
meeting  showed  "how  difficult  it  will  be 
for  a  gay  teacher  or  student  to  make 
public  the  discrimination  he  or  she  may 
experience."  Craig  had  earlier  threat- 
ened to  destroy  the  quorum  by  walking 
out  if  the  speakers  continued  to  violate 
the  board's  anti-discrimination  policy 
by  making  homophobic  remarks. 

As  the  meeting  drew  to  a  close,  he 
told  his  colleagues:  "What  you  have 
heard  here  today  should  be  ample  proof 
of  the  need  for  official  liaison  with  the 
gay  community."  When  the  vote  was 
taken,  however,  only  two  other  board 
members  joined  Craig  in  opposing  the 
dissolution  of  the  subcommittee.  Other 
trustees  who  had  previously  supported 
liaison  apparently  felt  that  less  public 
channels  should  be  found.  "They 
believe  that  a  formal  committee  would 
just  keep  bringing  in  the  crazies,"  John 
Argue  said. 

Implementation  of  the  new  anti- 
discrimination policy  is  the  next 
challenge  facing  the  board.  At  the 
September  29  meeting,  trustees 
unanimously  upheld  the  following  res- 
olution: "Be  it  resolved  that  the  Equal 
Opportunity  Office,  in  its  Annual 
Report,  include  an  analysis  of  all 
reported  incidents  of  racial /ethnic  bias, 
bias  on  the  basis  of  sex  or  sexual  orien- 
tation in  any  form,  by  its  trustees, 
administration,  staff  or  students."  The 
full  board  meeting  on  October  9 
unanimously  agreed.  John  Argue  sees 
this  resolution  as  a  hopeful  sign. 
"When  the  report  is  pubHshed,  we  will 
be  able  to  go  back  to  the  trustees  with 
stronger  arguments  for  ongoing 
Haison,"  he  commented. 

Roger  Spalding  D 

A  public  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  November  12  at  8  pm,  at 
Church  Street  Public  School  (corner 
of  Church  and  A  lexander  Streets)  for 
the  purpose  of  planning  future  strat- 
egies. Six  lesbians  and  gay  men  have 
committed  themselves  to  work  with 
Argue  on  a  continuing  committee.  A 
formally  recognized  liaison  group  is 
still  the  goal.  TBP  readers  are  urged  to 
attend  this  meeting  to  make  their 
views  known. 


"A  partial  victory"  —  Here  are  some  of  the  people  responsible  for  the  Toronto  school 
board's  new  policy  forbidding  anti-gay  bias.  Back  row,  left  to  right:  Rosemary  Barnes.  Mike 
Dorman,  Clarence  Barnes,  Tom  Greenfield,  Kate  Greenfield,  Front  row,  left  to  right:  Terry 
Phillips,  John  Argue,  and  Chris  Lawrence.  In  the  foregound  is  Robert  Strazds.  Except  for 
Mike,  Clarence  and  Kate,  they  were  all  speakers  at  the  first  (and  last)  meeting  of  the 
board's  lesbian/gay  subcommittee  on  September  15.  Most  of  them  will  continue  to  serve  on 
the  unofficial  but  ongoing  liaison  committee. 


The  Association  of  Gay  Electors  (AGE)  has  produced  a  brief  guide  for  the 
benefit  of  voters  in  the  City  of  Toronto  elections  November  10.  It  asked  alder- 
manic  candidates  who  have  so  far  declared  themselves  the  following 
questions: 

Question  1:  If  elected,  would  you  support  a  motion  at  metro  council  creating 
a  Bill  of  Rights  for  fi/letro  Toronto  that  includes  gay  people  (by  the  inclusion  of 
sexual  orientation)  and  the  handicapped  as  well  as  other  minorities? 

Question  2:  If  elected,  would  you  support  and  work  toward  the  establish- 
ment of  an  independent  citizen's  review  board  with  an  effective  structure  for 
investigating  complaints  of  police  wrongdoing? 


Metro 

Civilian 

Candidate 

Bill  of  Rights 

Review  Board 

Wardi 

Ward  6 

William  Boytchuk 

No 

No 

George  Hislop 

Yes 

Yes 

David  White 

Yes 

Yes 

Dan  Heap 

Yes 

Yes 

Brynne  Teall 

NA' 

NA 

Gordon  Chong 

Yes 

Yes 

Billy  Robert 

NA 

NA 

Ward  7 

Ward  2 

Gordon  Cressy 

Yes 

Yes 

Elaine  Ziemba 

Yes 

Yes 

David  Revllle 

Yes 

Yes 

Sue  Atkinson 

Yes 

Yes 

George  Patton 

Yes 

Yes 

Tony  Ruprectil 

Yes 

Yes 

Ward  8 

Wards 

Fred  Beavis 

NA 

NA 

Joe  PIcclnlnnI 

NA 

NA 

Tom  Clifford 

NA 

NA 

Richard  Gilbert 

Yes 

Yes 

Ward  9 

Ward  4 

Pat  Sheppard 

Yes 

Yes 

Tony  0' Donahue 

NA 

NA 

Dorothy  Thomas 

Yes 

Yes 

Barbara  Hurd 

Yes 

Yes 

Thomas  Wardle,  Jr 

NA 

NA 

Tony  Innoa 

NA 

NA 

Bill  Moniz 

No 

Yes 

Ward  10 

June  Rowlands 

NA 

NA 

Andy  Paton 

NA 

NA 

Wards 

Ward  11 

YIng  Hope 

NA 

NA 

Ann  Johnston 

Yes 

Yes 

Menno  Vorster 

Yes 

Yes 

Michael  Gee 

NA 

NA 

Ron  Carter 

Yes 

Yes 

'No  answer 

^^^^^ 

The  Body  Politic  has  also  compiled  a  checklist  for  voters  in  the  City  of  Toronto 
school  trustee  elections.  The  information  is  based  upon  voting  record  and 
past  performance  of  incumbents,  or  upon  a  candidate's  agreement  with  NDP 
policy. 

Would  the  candidate  support  the  concept  of  a  gay/lesbian  liaison  with  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Education? 


Yes 
Yes 


Yes 
Yes 


Yes 


Yes 
Yes 


No 
No 


The  list  of  candidates  in  these  tables  is  necessarily  incomplete,  since  nomina- 
tions do  not  close  until  October  20. 


Wardi 

Wards 

Alex  Chumak 

No 

Joan  Doiron 

Mary  Fraser 

No 

Bob  Spencer 

Doug  Little 

Yes 

Ward? 

Ward  2 

Fran  Endicott 

Irene  Atkinson 

No 

David  Clandfield 

Beare  Wetherup 

Yes 

Ward  8 

Ward  3 

Keitfi  Baird 

Tony  Silipo 

Yes 

Wards 

Ward  4 

Stieila  Meagher 

Pat  Case 

Yes 

Angus  Palmer 

Rosario  Marctiese 

Yes 

Wards 

Ward  10 

Fiona  Nelson 

No 

Mictiael  Walker 

Penny  Moss 

Yes 

Ann  Vanstone 
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"He  was  an  instrument  of  Satan. " 

And  so  he  got  stabbed.  But  the  criminal 

gets  acquitted  for  doing  the  Lord's  worl(. 


Barracks  tries  Supreme  Court 

OTTAWA  —  The  five  men  accused  of 
keeping  The  Barracks  as  a  common 
bawdy  house  have  taken  their  case  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  Seeking 
leave  to  appeal  the  September  8  dis- 
missal of  their  appeal  by  the  Ontario 
Court  of  Appeal  {TBP,  October), 
defence  counsel  Morris  Manning  ap- 
peared October  20  before  three  judges 
of  the  highest  court  in  the  country. 

At  issue  in  the  hearing  is  whether  the 
five  men  will  be  given  permission  to 
argue,  in  a  full  Supreme  Court  appeal, 
their  contention  that  they  have  a  consti- 
tutional right  to  a  jury  trial.  If  the  three 
judges  give  leave,  the  appeal  will  be 
prepared  and  scheduled  for  oral  argu- 
ment at  a  later  date.  But  if  permission 
to  appeal  is  refused,  the  appeal  can  go 
no  further  and  the  Provincial  Court  in 
Toronto  would  regain  jurisdiction  to  try 
the  five  men.  At  press  time,  the  Su- 
preme Court's  decision  was  not  known. 

Sauna  David  trials  begin 

MONTREAL  —  Two  men  charged  with 
gross  indecency  in  the  April  23,  1980 
police  raid  on  the  Sauna  David,  a  gay 
bath,  were  acquitted  October  7  in  court 
here.  The  men  are  both  still  facing 
charges  of  being  found-ins  at  Sauna 
David.  Trials  on  the  found-in  charges 
have  not  yet  commenced  because  the 
keepers'  trials  have  not  taken  place  and 
no  finding  has  been  made  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  bath  was  a  common  bawdy 
house. 

In  finding  the  two  men  not  guilty,  the 
judge  said  he  was  not  satisfied  they  had 
any  intention  other  than  to  have  sex  in 
private,  which  is  not  illegal.  He  was  not 
convinced  by  police  evidence,  he  said, 


because  of  inconsistencies  in  the  under- 
cover officer's  testimony. 

A  total  of  10  men  were  charged  with 
gross  indecency  as  a  result  of  the  raid, 
but  trials  of  the  other  eight  have  not  yet 
concluded. 

Just  doing  the  Lord's  work 

SIMCOE  —  A  London,  Ontario  man 
who  stabbed  a  fellow  tobacco  worker 
last  June  6  for  allegedly  trying  to  per- 
form a  homosexual  act  on  him  was 
acquitted  of  attempted  murder  by  a  jury 
in  court  here  October  9. 

Archie  Barton  Leitch,  40,  was  also 
found  not  guilty  of  wounding  and 
assault.  He  said  his  roommate,  Bruce 
Elliott,  42,  of  Ingersoll,  threatened  to 
sexually  assault  him.  Leitch  told  the 
court  he  was  "just  doing  the  Lord's 
work"  when  he  smashed  a  whiskey  bot- 
tle over  Elliott's  head  and  stabbed  him 
several  times  after  the  conversation  took 
place. 

"He  was  an  instrument  of  Satan  and 
few  of  us  here  are  given  the  opportunity 
to  stand  up  to  Satan,"  Leitch  said.  He 
also  told  the  police  he  acted  in  self- 
defence,  saying  "I  don't  see  how  you 
can  charge  me  with  attempted  murder 
when  I  was  just  trying  to  do  the  Lord's 
work." 

Paul  lyollopeD 

Arts  council  funds 
gay  writei's  research 

OTTAWA  —  The  Ontario  Arts  Council 
has  awarded  a  $2,500  research  grant  to 
Paul-Fran?ois  Sylvestre,  a  writer  and  a 
former  president  of  Gays  of  Ottawa. 

The  grant  will  be  used  to  research  the 
author's  second  series  of  short  stories. 
Earlier  this  year,  Les  Editions  Hom- 
eureux  published  a  book  of  three  short 
stories  by  Sylvestre:  Amour,  dilice  et 
orgie. 


The  application  for  the  grant  was 
made  through  two  francophone  Ontario 
publishing  houses,  Ottawa  University 
Press  and  Prise  de  Parole.  The  latter, 
based  in  Sudbury,  has  just  released 
another  work  by  the  same  author,  an 
account  of  the  Penetanguishene  school 
crisis,  one  of  Canada's  most  controver- 
sial battles  for  French  language  rights. 

Other  books  by  Sylvestre  include  Les 
homosexuels  s'organisent,  a  review  of 
the  first  ten  years  of  the  gay  movement 
in  Canada;  Propos  pour  une  liberation 
homosexueiie,  a  diary  about  coming 
out;  and  Agenda  gai  1980,  an  illustrated 
calendar  and  date  book . 

David  GarmaiseD 

Halloween  on  Yonge 
to  change  this  year? 

TORONTO  —  The  police  department 
says  it  plans  to  take  stronger  measures 
than  last  year  to  prevent  anti-gay 
crowds  from  forming  outside  the  St 
Charles  Tavern  on  Halloween.  It  is  ex- 
pected measures  will  be  taken  to  block 
the  view  from  the  east  sidewalk,  and 
that  the  mayor's  office  will  encourage 
the  police  to  make  a  statement  urging 
people  to  stay  away  from  downtown 
Yonge  Street. 

Minorities  liaison  officer  Superinten- 
dent Eric  Wright,  52  Division  Super- 
intendent Sproule,  and  several  police  of- 
ficers met  with  gay  community  members 
October  7  to  discuss  crowd  control  and 
improvements  to  measures  taken  last 
year.  This  was  the  second  in  a  series  of 
meetings  between  police  and  gay  com- 
munity members  to  discuss  specific 
problems  arising  from  police /gay 
relations. 

Gays  at  the  meeting  asked  police  to 
close  the  sidewalk  across  from  the  St 
Charles  from  Wood  Street  south  to 
College  Street,  so  crowds  would  have 


The  death  of  a  street  kid 


On  Wednesay,  October  1,  Robert 
Ramsey  took  an  overdose  of  downers 
and  died,  less  than  two  weeks  after 
being  acquitted  on  cfiarges  of  mak- 
ing obscene  films  in  ttie  Hot  Tub  Club 
case.  On  November  15,  he  would 
have  been  21. 

Ramsey  had  earlier  been  found 
guilty  of  keeping  a  common  bawdy 
house,  and  was  to  face  further 
charges  in  October  But  it  was  the 
movie-making  charges  that  got  all  the 
media  publicity,  and  generated  the 
snickers  and  catty  comments  In  the 
St  Charles,  a  gay  tavern  he 
frequented. 

Friends  report  that  in  the  period 
following  his  acquittal,  Ramsey  be- 
came increasingly  depressed,  feeling 
he  could  never  escape  the  stigma  of 
the  trial.  And  one  day,  he  decided 
he'd  had  enough. 

Several  years  ago.  Warren  Zufelt 
jumped  from  the  top  of  his  apartment 
building  after  his  name  was  printed 
by  Ottawa  newspapers  as  one  of  the 


men  charged  in  the  notorious  Ottawa 
"sex  scandal. "  For  many  people,  the 
burden  is  more  than  they  can  bear 

Robert  Ramsey  was  one  of  those 
people.  He  had  been  acquitted  on  the 
movie-making  charges,  but  for  the 
regulars  in  the  St  Charles,  and  people 
he  knew  on  the  street,  he  was  still 
"one  of  the  guys  in  those  porno 
movies."  The  snide  remarks,  the  fin- 
ger pointing  in  bars,  the  laughter  be- 
hind his  back  —  none  of  this  magic- 
ally stopped  when  a  provincial  court 
judge  dismissed  charges  against 
him. 

On  October  1,  a  woman  friend  he 
was  living  with  found  him  dead  in  his 
bed. 

It  would  be  unfair  to  say  that  the 
courts  and  media  alone  were  respon- 
sible. Robert  was  a  street  kid,  and 
that  is  not  an  easy  life. 

Doug  Chin,  founder  of  the  gay 
group  home  Tri-Aid.  had  known 
Robert  since  he  arrived  in  Toronto 
from  Prince  Edward  Island  a  year 


ago,  and  remembers  when  he  stayed 
at  the  home  last  winter  Chin  knows 
about  the  problems  faced  by  many 
young  gay  men  who've  left  home, 
have  no  place  to  stay,  and  no  particu- 
lar working  skills  to  market.  Like 
them,  Robert  soon  got  into  the  famil- 
iar routine  of  low-paying,  part-time 
jobs,  hassles  with  welfare,  a  lot  of 
time  on  the  street  and  in  bars. 

Doug  Chin  was  trying  to  provide  a 
support  system  at  Tri-Aid.  But  when 
the  home  was  refused  registration  as 
an  official  boarding  home  in  Septem- 
ber 1979,  government  funds  were 
effectively  cut  off,  and  Tri-Aid  was 
unable  to  provide  the  necessary  sup- 
port staff  and  facilities. 

So  the  kids  (as  Chin  calls  them) 
who  should  be  at  a  place  like  Tri-Aid 
are  still  on  the  street.  And  one  of 
those  kids,  denied  the  kind  of  social 
support  he  should  have  been  given, 
and  dragged  through  a  court  case 
which  should  never  have  been  held,  Is 
dead. 

Robert  TrowU 


nowhere  to  stand.  As  in  previous  years, 
however,  the  police  refused  on  the 
grounds  that  sidewalks  had  to  be  kept 
open  to  the  public. 

In  the  ensuing  discussion,  the  group 
adopted  an  alternative  plan  of  parking 
ten-foot-high  public  works  vehicles 
along  the  east  side  of  the  street,  block- 
ing the  view  of  the  tavern  to  anyone 
standing  on  the  east  side. 

Gay  leaders  will  ask  the  media  to 
downplay  the  event  rather  than  encour- 
age crowds  to  flock  downtown  as  sev- 
eral radio  stations  did  last  year.  As  well, 
police  say  they  will  ask  stores  near  the 
St  Charles  not  to  sell  eggs  on  Halloween 
night  in  an  attempt  to  cut  down  on  the 
mess  on  sidewalks  and  buildings. 

At  the  October  7  meeting,  gay  repre- 
sentatives pressed  police  to  make  a 
public  statement  deploring  the  anti-gay 
hysteria  of  Halloween,  and  stating  they 
would  prevent  crowds  from  forming  on 
Yonge  Street. 

Although  the  police  apparently  feel 
such  a  statement  might  simply  draw  at- 
tention to  the  problem,  a  source  at  the 
mayor's  office  says  that  the  release  of 
such  a  statement  will  be  encouraged. 

Robert  Trow  D 

Hot  Tub  found-ins 
get  lenient  treatment 

TORONTO  —  Provincial  Court  Judge 
Thomas  Mercer  dismissed  charges  of 
being  a  found-in  in  a  common  bawdy 
house  against  four  men  September  27. 
He  found  three  others  guilty  but  gave 
them  absolute  discharges,  as  the  trials 
relating  to  the  October  1979  Hot  Tub 
Club  raid  near  completion.  However, 
the  men  charged  as  keepers  did  not  fare 
so  well,  and  a  week  later,  three  men 
were  convicted  of  keeping  a  common 
bawdy  house  at  the  Hot  Tub  Club. 

In  two  related  cases.  Judge  Mercer 
dismissed  charges  of  making  obscene 
films  against  Andrew  Homorodean  and 
Robert  Ramsey,  on  September  15  and 
19  respectively. 

Mercer  was  quoted  in  the  Toronto 
Sun  as  saying  "Merely  keeping  porno- 
graphic material  for  your  own  private 
use  is  not  an  offence."  On  this  basis, 
Mercer  could  not  find  Homorodean 
guilty,  and  four  days  later,  delivered  the 
same  verdict  in  Ramsey's  case.  Unfortu- 
nately, two  other  men  had  earlier 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  same  charge  before 
a  different  judge. 

In  the  keeper  cases,  five  of  the  six 
men  originally  charged  with  keeping  a 
common  bawdy  house  have  been  found 
guilty,  and  received  sentences  ranging 
from  $.'<00  for  employees,  to  $2,000  or 
three  months  in  jail  for  the  backers  of 
the  establishment.  The  sixth  man, 
Robert  SIcc.  who  faces  numerous  other 
charges,  did  not  appear  in  court  on  the 
trial  date,  and  is  said  to  have  fled  to 
Mexico. 

In  all.  60  charges  had  been  laid  in 
police  raids  on  the  Hot  Tub  Club, 
several  Toronto  residences,  and  two  cot- 
tages, following  a  five-month  investiga- 
tion involving  more  than  50  police 
officers,  and  extensive  use  ot  ssirctaps 
and  long-distance  cameras. 

RobrmVowi  J 
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YOU'RE 
INVITED 


FOR:  Buffet  Dinner 
($4.95) 

ON:  Halloween  Night 
31st  October 

AT:  580  Parliament  St. 
(south  of  Wellesley) 

DRESS:  Use  your  imagination! 

FROM:  5pm  onwards 
(We  are  open  until  6am  the  following  morning.) 


Fully  Licensed. 


Judge  says  gayness 
is  no  bar  to  custody 

TORONTO  —  The  Ontario  Court  of 
Appeal  has  refused  to  interfere  with  an 
order  taking  custody  of  two  children 
away  from  their  lesbian  mother.  But  the 
province's  highest  court  gave  Gail 
Bezaire  leave  to  appeal  to  the  original 
judge  for  a  variation  of  his  order  "if 
changed  circumstances  could  be 
shown,"  and  made  it  clear  that  the 
court  did  not  agree  with  County  Court 
Judge  Joseph  McMahon's  impHcit  state- 
ment that  the  mother's  lesbianism  was  a 
negative  factor  in  her  case  for  custody 
of  the  children. 

McMahon  originally  awarded  ten- 
year-old  Lisa  and  eight-year-old  Sean  to 
their  mother,  but  revoked  that  decision 
when  he  determined  that  the  three  con- 
ditions he  had  placed  on  the  order  had 
not  been  met.  The  conditions  were:  that 
she  not  change  residence,  that  she  allow 
her  former  husband  extremely  liberal 
access,  and  that  she  not  live  with  any- 
one without  the  court's  permission. 

Madam  Justice  Bertha  Wilson,  the 
only  woman  on  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
dissented  from  the  majority  opinion  and 
also  stated:  "In  my  view,  homosexuality 
is  a  neutral  and  not  a  negative  factor  as 
far  as  parenting  skills  are  concerned.  To 
the  extent  that  the  learned  trial  judge 
(McMahon)  proceeded  on  a  different 
view,  I  would  respectfully  disagree  with 
him." 

In  its  September  18  decision,  the 
court  decided  that,  despite  the  new 
psychiatric  evidence,  it  was  not  "per- 
suaded that  the  weight  of  the  new  evi- 
dence is  such  that  the  interests  of  justice 
require  us  to  set  aside  the  order  made  in 
April  1979  by  Judge  McMahon." 

On  the  matter  of  Gail  Bezaire's  les- 
bianism, the  court  said:  "Homosexuali- 
ty, either  as  a  tendency,  a  proclivity  or  a 
practised  way  of  life  is  not  in  itself  alone 
a  ground  for  refusing  custody  to  the 
parent  with  respect  to  whom  such  evi- 
dence is  given.  The  question  is  and  must 
always  be  what  effect  upon  the  welfare 
of  the  children  that  aspect  of  the 
parent's  lifestyle  has,  and  it  will 
therefore  be  a  question  of  evidence  in 
that  very  case  as  to  whether  what  has 
been  shown  to  exist  has  or  may  tend  to 
have  effects  averse  to  the  welfare  of  the 
children....  It  would  be  wrong  to  lay 
down  any  general  rule  as  to  the  weight 
to  be  given  evidence  of  homosexuality 
on  the  part  of  one  of  the  parents. "D 


Gay  cafe  planned 


Winnipeg's  Project  Lambda  is  planning 
to  use  the  proceeds  from  a  gay  cafe  to 
help  pay  for  community  space  and  its 
own  activities. 

The  restaurant  is  the  brainchild  of 
Richard  North,  and  is  to  be  "modelled 
on  a  French  cafe,  but  with  more  at- 
mosphere and  carefully  selected  music." 

Since  the  project  is  seen  as  a  substan- 
tial investment  for  the  organization,  it  is 
polling  its  membership  before  going 
ahead. 

For  more  information,  call  (204) 
942-1983. 


Apple  picking,  masturbation 

Local  newsletters  continue  to  hold  the 
far-flung  Canadian  gay  movement  to- 
gether. The  latest:  FLAG  MAG,  the 
newsletter  of  Fredericton  Lesbians  and 
Gays,  which  published  its  first  issue  in 
September.  Individuals  wishing  to  join 
FLAG  or  receive  the  newsletter  should 
write  c/o  Box  1556,  Stn  A,  Fredericton, 
NB  E3B  5G2.  Membership  is  $5.00. 
Just  pubUshing  its  second  issue  is 
Georgetown  Gay  Friends.  Listings  of 
upcoming  events  include  both  apple 
picking  and  a  discussion  on  masturba- 
tion. Get  the  details  from  Box  223, 
Georgetown  ON  L7G  4Y5 . 

Lesbians  get  pot  luck 

Why  take  pot  luck  at  the  bars  when  you 
can  do  it  in  the  comfort  of  your  own 
home? 

Toronto-area  lesbians  have  organized 
a  pot-luck  group  that  meets  every  few 
weeks  for  food  and  talk.  "No  fees,  no 
grand  romances  or  dating  games,  just 
food,  good  conversation  and  a  great 
place  to  make  friends." 

To  find  out  more  write:  Pot  Luck 
Suppers,  Box  6771,  Stn  A,  Toronto 
M5W  1X5. 


Nothing  fun  is  safe 

Sex  causes  cancer.  At  least  it  seems  that 
semen  does.  Doctors  at  a  Swedish 
university  believe  that  semen  either 
carries  bacteria  or  affects  healthy  cells 
in  such  a  way  as  to  make  them  cancer- 
ous. The  October  6  issue  of  Maclean 's 
magazine  gives  some  lugubrious  advice 
from  Canadian  doctors.  Basically,  they 
suggest  the  use  of  condoms  and  as  much 
abstinence  as  possible... 

Gay  TV  hits  steel  city 

Cable  TV  for  gays  is  taking  advantage 
of  increased  community  programming 
on  all  those  extra  channels. 

In  Hamilton,  Steel  City  Gays  can  be 
seen  on  channel  4  at  6  pm  every  fourth 
Tuesday  starting  October  28. 

Hamilton  now  joins  Winnipeg  and 
Vancouver  as  cities  where  gay  people  are 
creating  their  own  video  vision. 

Between  legalism  and  licence 

As  we  go  to  press.  Saskatoon  is  hosting 
a  conference  with  the  theme:  Homosex- 
uality: Between  Legalism  and  Licence. 

Held  October  19-22  on  the  University 
of  Saskatoon  campus,  the  promoters 
promise  "a  series  of  presentations  that   . 
look  at  Biblical  perspectives  on  homo- 
sexuality and  how  they  inform  faith 
today."  Tackling  the  issues  will  be  Ted 
Millward,  co-ordinator  of  the  Council 
on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  and 
Anita  Hall,  co-ordinator  of  Lutherans 
Concerned,  an  organization  committed 
to  exploring  homosexuality  within  the 
Luthern  community. 
Am  Gabeig 
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David  Ramsden  and  two  of  the  liberated:  freeing  the  slaves  of  Peterborough 


Judgment  delayed  til  January  12 
for  "free  the  flamingos"  accused 


PETERBOROUGH  —  Committee 
Against  Racism  and  Tackiness  (CARAT) 
spokesperson  David  Ramsden  will  have 
to  wait  until  January  12  to  find  out 
what  Fate,  in  the  person  of  Provincial 
Court  Judge  Inrig,  has  in  store  for  him 
for  liberating  38  lawn  ornaments 
described  by  the  accused  as  "racist  and 
tasteless." 

The  day-and-a-half-long  trial  was 
heard  by  Judge  Inrig  of  Lindsay 
because  local  judges  had  been  subjected 
to  so  much  publicity  surrounding  the 
incident. 

Mary  O' Brian,  lawyer  for  the  ac- 
cused, said  that  the  removal  of  the 
assorted  plastic  flamingos,  swans,  rab- 
bits, squirrels.  Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs,  and  black  jockeys  and 
lantern  holders  was  a  prank. 

Other  members  of  CARAT  testified 
that  the  group  was  formed  last  April  29 
during  celebrations  at  the  end  of  the 
school  year.  Most  CARAT  members  are 
students  at  Trent  University.  Some  of 
those  testifying  stressed  that  the  group 
hadn't  intended  to  keep  the  ornaments, 
but  they  neglected  to  execute  the  next 
stage  of  their  plan  —  lining  "the  slaves 
of  Peterborough"  up  at  the  Unemploy- 
ment Insurance  Commission  office. 
They  said  they  were  caught  up  in  sum- 
mer activities  outside  of  the  city  and  so 
"didn't  get  around  to  it." 

Victims  of  the  CARAT  heist  were  not 
amused  and  six  of  them  testified  during 
the  trial  that  they  considered  Ramsdcn's 
actions  criminal.  One  woman  told 
Judge  Inrig  that  she  was  "heartbroken" 
at  the  loss  of  a  grey  plaster  rabbit  that 
she  had  owned  for  43  years.  She  assured 
the  judge  that  he  too  would  have  found 
it  "cute"  if  he'd  seen  it.  She  later  told  a 
reporter  for  Maclean  "v  that  Ramsden 
"deserves  a  jail  sentence." 

Another  victim  described  his  missing 
ornament  as  "a  little  nigger  boy  holding 


a  lantern."  Crown  counsel  Brian 
Gilkinson  said  that  one  woman  who'd 
lost  a  heavy,  black  jockey  figurine  "told 
me  she  hoped  the  guy  who  took  it  got  a 
hernia." 

Ramsden  hopes  to  get  a  light  sentence 
"like  community  service  work."  There 
are  those,  including  one  of  the  officers 
who  found  the  loot,  who  think  Ramsden 
has  already  done  the  community  a  ser- 
vice. 

Chris  Bearchelin 


US  loosens  ban 
on  homosexual  aliens 

NIAGARA  FALLS,  ON  —  In  a  partial 
victory  for  gay  rights  organizations,  the 
American  Department  of  Justice  an- 
nounced September  10  that  it  would 
modify  the  procedure  by  which  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  excluded  from  the  US. 
The  most  recent  report  of  gay  Can- 
adians being  harassed  at  the  US  border 
came  only  two  days  after  the  announce- 
ment of  the  new  policy. 

The  American  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF)  beUeves  that,  under  the 
new  policy,  it  will  be  considerably  more 
difficult  for  officers  of  the  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  to  deny 
lesbians  and  gay  men  entry  to  the  US 
because  they  will  no  longer  be  allowed 
to  question  individuals  about  their  sex- 
ual orientation.  The  new  policy  says 
that  if  the  prospective  visitor  or  a  third 
party  volunteers  the  information,  the  in- 
dividual will  be  asked  privately  if  he  or 
she  is  gay.  Should  the  visitor  respond 
negatively  or  refuse  to  answer  alto- 
gether, and  if  there  are  no  other 
grounds  to  deny  entrance,  then  she  or 
he  would  be  allowed  to  cross  the  bor- 
der. A  voluntary  affirmation  of  homo- 
sexuality would  lead  to  deportation. 

Don  Knutson,  Legal  Director  of  Gay 
Rights  Advocates,  a  group  that  worked 
with  NGTF  to  get  the  policy  changed, 
calls  the  September  10  decision  "very 
close  to  total  victory.  No  longer  will  any 
aHen  be  subjected  to  interrogation, 
harassment  or  exclusion  because  of  his 
or  her  private  sexual  conduct." 

The  front-page  story  of  the  regional 
newsletter  Gay  Niagara  News  gives  a 
detailed  account  of  exactly  how  easily 
INS  officials  can  continue  to  harass  gay 
Canadians.  On  September  12  two 


women  from  Niagara  Faills,  Ontario  and 
a  man  from  Montreal  tried  to  cross  to 
Niagara  Falls,  New  York.  When  asked 
their  destination  they  explained  that 
they  were  just  going  over  to  visit  a  gay 
bar  for  the  evening.  They  were  then 
asked  if  they  were  "going  to  practice 
their  homosexuality  while  in  the  US?" 
They  replied  that  they  just  wanted  to 
spend  an  evening  socializing  with  their 
own  kind.  They  were  turned  back  and 
told  that  if  they  ever  wanted  to  return  to 
the  US  they  would  need  letters  from 
their  local  police  departments  attesting 
that  they  did  not  have  criminal  records. 

None  of  them  was  aware  of  either 
the  supposed  policy  change  or  the 
previous  policy  of  exclusion  based  on 
the  1952  immigration  act. 

Section  212  of  the  act  includes 
homsexuals  in  its  list  of  "psychopathic 
personalities"  and  "sexual  deviates" 
who  may  be  excluded  from  the  US. 

In  August  1979  the  Public  Health  Ser- 
vice refused  to  continue  enforcing  the 
immigration  act  on  the  grounds  that 
they  no  longer  considered  homosexual- 
ity a  disease.  Previously,  they  had  been 
required  to  certify  "sexual  deviates." 
This  was  the  first  indication  that  the  law 
might  be  changing. 

Shortly  after,  however,  the  limited 
nature  of  the  change  became  clear  when 
upwards  of  50  Canadian  women  bound 
for  the  1979  Michigan  WoMYn's  Music 
Festival  were  turned  back  at  several 
border  crossings  because  they  were 
assumed  to  be  lesbian.  When  this 
incident  was  drawn  to  the  attention  of 
External  Affairs  Minister  Mark 
MacGuigan  by  Peter  Maloney  of  Gay 
And  Lesbian  Liberals,  MacGuigan  was 
persuaded  to  add  his  name  to  the  list  of 
international  protestors. 

Chris  Bearchelin 


The  bedroom's  a  fine  and  private  place 


But  none,  feel  certain  Metro  cops, 

TORONTO  —  Individuals  interested  in 
knowing  whether  the  law  considers  their 
bedrooms  to  be  bawdy  houses  will  fol- 
low with  some  interest  a  trial  set  for 
November  14  in  Provincial  Court. 

On  that  date,  a  Toronto  teacher  we 
have  called  Bob  will  stand  trial  on 
charges  of  being  the  keeper  of  a  com- 
mon bawdy  house. 

The  house  was  his  private  residence. 
There  was  no  question  of  prostitution 
or  the  involvement  of  minors.  Bob, 
however,  had  sex  with  men  in  his  bed- 
room, and  also  in  an  adjoining  chamber 
where  he  kept  his  S&M  toys.  Whatever 
one  may  feel  about  Bob's  sexual  tastes, 
they  were  acted  upon  with  other  adults 
in  private  and  would  be  of  little  concern 
to  anyone  but  the  participants  until  one 
night  in  June  1979  when  a  police  raid  on 
his  home  "effectively  began  to  disman- 
tle the  Trudeau  Criminal  Code  amend- 
ments," in  the  words  of  civil  rights 
lawyer  Clayton  Ruby. 

Bob  is  58  years  old,  and  completing 
his  32nd  year  of  teaching.  He  hopes  to 
retire  on  full  pension  at  the  end  of  this 
school  year,  but  if  he  is  convicted  at 


should  there  embrace 

trial  his  board  will  be  required  to  send 
his  certificate  to  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion. If  Bette  Stephenson  decides  to  lift 
it,  and  Bob  is  unable  to  complete  his 
year  of  teaching,  he  could  lose  as  much 
as  20%  of  his  pension  fund. 

It  is  not  a  pleasant  prospect,  and  it 
has  been  a  gruelling  year.  Bob  was  one 
of  the  found-ins  charged  in  the  raid  on 
the  Barracks  steambath.  He  was  trans- 
ferred from  his  regular  teaching  posi- 
tion and  given  supply-teacher  status.  He 
has  had  to  make  eight  appearances  in 
court,  and  though  the  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee  is  helping  fund  the  defence, 
"I  don't  have  much  saved  for  my  retire- 
ment. But  a  lot  of  it  is  going  in  legal 
fees." 

The  mo.st  appalling  aspect  of  Bob's 
ca.sc  is  that  the  police  raid  seems  clearly 
an  act  of  revenge. 

The  police  had  taken  a  public  beating 
because  Bob  was  courageous  enough  to 
reveal  that  Sgl  Gary  Donovan  had  in- 
formed his  school  board  of  the  Barracks 
charges  outstanding  against  him.  The 
resulting  public  outcry  made  the  cops 
look  very  bad  indeed. 

Not  long  after,  a  plainclothes  officer 


answered  a  classified  ad  Bob  ran  regu- 
larly in  this  paper.  He  went  to  Bob's 
house,  chatted  for  a  while,  and  then 
placed  him  under  arrest.  The  hour-and- 
a-half  raid  that  followed  picked  up  a 
number  of  interesting  items,  including 
mailing  lists  for  the  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee  and  NDP  Gay  Caucus. 

The  upcoming  trial  quite  frankly  fills 
Bob  with  dread.  "Any  penalty  they 
hand  out  is  nothing  compared  to  the 
publicity  around  a  trial,"  he  said.  "But 
I've  got  to  fight.  I've  got  to  show  gay 
people  that  we  can't  always  be  pleading 
guilty.  I've  told  my  relatives,  and 
they've  all  been  supportive,  even  my 
90- year-old  mother." 

Interested  and  supportive  individuals 
are  encouraged  to  turn  up  for  the  trial, 
Novcmeber  14  at  10  am  in  Old  City 
Hall.  "The  more  people  who  come." 
.says  Bob,  "the  better  I'll  feel." 

Anyone  wishing  to  contribute  to  the 
Right  to  Privacy  Committee  dclcncc 
fund  should  send  cheques  payable  lo 
John  Higgms  in  Trust,  c/o  Hallman  and 
Higgins.  A5'  Richmond  St  W,  Suite  620. 
Jbronto.  Ontario. 

(•rnild  Hannon 


NOVEMBER  1980 


THE  BODY  POLmC/13 


THEHOrUTREISSUEGElSBIG 


And  the  issue  is  us.  A  campaign  journal  by  Ed  Jackson 


Midnight.  Walking  to  the  streetcar  stop, 
I  suddenly  noticed  a  bright  knot  of  ve- 
hicles, lights  and  people  in  front  of  the 
Royal  Alexandra  Theatre.  What  was 
this?  A  movie  being  filmed  on  location? 
A  star  leaving  the  theatre? 

"What  this  city  needs  is  leadership, 
not  confrontation."  A  man  in  a  three- 
piece  grey  suit  intoned  that  into  the 
lights  before  striding  purposefully  out 
of  camera  range. 

This  was  no  movie  set.  Another  kind 
of  fantasy  was  being  created.  I  had 
stumbled  upon  Art  Eggleton,  candidate 
for  Mayor  of  Toronto,  making  a  spot 
commercial  for  television. 

This  will  be  remembered  as  the  elec- 
tion in  which  the  "gay  issue"  just 
wouldn't  go  away.  What  the  "gay 
issue"  really  is  no  one  can  agree  on,  but 
there's  no  doubt  it's  been  the  cause  of 
sleepless  nights  for  a  few  campaign 
managers.  It's  the  election  campaign  in 
which  outspoken  incumbent  Mayor 
John  Sewell  found  himself  in  the  posi- 
tion of  having  to  defend  the  legitimacy 
of  the  gay  community  and  its  right  to 
have  elected  representatives.  He  passed 
the  test  with  flying  colours.  It's  the  elec- 
tion campaign  in  which  his  opponent 
Art  Eggleton,  the  lacklustre  alderman 
for  the  West  End's  Ward  4,  blun- 
dered into  scare  statements  about  "gay 
power  pontics"  and  frightened  the  wits 
out  of  some  voters.  Eggleton  eventually 
retreated  from  running  a  full-fledged 
anti-homosexual  campaign,  but  not 
before  the  tone,  which  one  journalist 
called  "veiled  nastiness,"  had  done  its 
work. 

In  Ward  6,  voters  are  faced  with  the 
opportunity  to  choose  the  first  openly 
gay  candidate  to  run  for  municipal  of- 
fice. Activist  George  Hislop  is  in  the 
race  for  one  of  the  two  aldermanic  posi- 
tions along  with  NDP  incumbent  Dan 
Heap  and  newcomer  Gordon  Chong. 

People  are  having  difficulty  talking 
openly  about  the  issue.  Sun  columnist 
John  Downing  says  it's  because  Canadi- 
ans are  just  too  polite.  "It's  definitely 
of  concern  to  many  people,"  he  says, 
"even  if  no  one  talks  about  it  at  the 
door  with  one  of  the  experts."  The 
expert  is  George  Hislop,  who  says 
homosexuality  "hasn't  been  mentioned 
once  to  me  at  any  of  the  doors  I've 
knocked  on,  and  I've  knocked  on  a  lot 
of  doors." 

The  Toronto  civic  election  is  still  three 
weeks  away  as  I  write  this.  There  are 
214  positions  to  be  filled  on  six  councils 
and  school  boards  in  Metropolitan  Tor- 
onto, of  which  74  are  aldermanic  posi- 
tions. So  far,  the  campaign  has  failed  to 
rouse  much  interest  beyond  that  of 
watching  politicians'  fumbling  attempts 
to  deal  with,  ignore  or  exploit  the  gay 
issue.  The  rest  is  boring.  The  meat-and- 
potatoes  issues  are  housing  and  daycare 
and  public  transit  and  land  use  and  job 
creation.  Few  candidates  will  succeed  in 
making  significant  points  about  any  of 
them. 

• 

John  Sewell  has  an  image.  It's  so 
strong  that  his  campaign  people  want  to 
tone  it  down,  smooth  off  the  rough 
edges,  paint  it  pastel.  Art  Eggleton  has 
no  image  at  all,  except,  possibly,  plod- 
ding accountant.  His  campaign  mana- 
ger, Barbara  Sullivan,  has  the  challenge 
of  making  him  into  a  household  name. 

Sewell's  outspokenness  may  occasion- 


ally lead  to  egg  on  the  face,  but  that's 
nothing  compared  to  Sullivan's 
problem. 

She  has  to  put  a  face  on  the  Egg. 
• 

On  the  night  when  I  ran  into  Eggleton 
and  his  film  crew  outside  the  Royal 
Alex,  I  couldn't  help  but  notice  that  the 
30-second  commercial  required  the  fol- 
lowing resources:  three  trucks,  several 
cars,  over  20  people  (including  a  cop  to 
direct  traffic),  three  movie  lights,  a  large 
camera  and  a  CBC-TV  crew  to  record  the 
entire  event. 

$40,000  is  the  budgeted  cost  of  the 
three  30-second  spots,  due  to  be  aired 
October  26  on  three  television  stations. 
Name  recognition  is  the  name  of  the 
game,  in  an  election  in  which  fewer  than 
30%  of  elegible  voters  ever  turn  out  to 
cast  a  ballot. 

"Sewell  is  recognized  by  more  people 
than  would  know  Eggleton,"  campaign 
manager  Barbara  SuUivan  explained. 
"The  spots  are  part  of  a  balanced 
communications  programme." 

This  is  the  first  time  that  TV  ads  have 
been  used  in  city  elections,  but  it's  clear 
that  the  expensive  techniques  of  federal 
and  provincial  campaigns  have  come  to 
the  civic  arena  to  stay.  Larger  budgets, 
a  stress  on  glib  performance,  skilful 
manipulation  of  images:  watch  for  it  at 
your  next  election. 

The  producer  of  Eggleton's  commer- 
cials is  Bill  Marshall,  who  was  former 
mayor  David  Crombie's  assistant  and  a 
founder  of  the  Toronto  Festival  of 
Festivals.  His  best-known  production  is 
female  impersonator  Craig  Russell's  hit 
movie  Outrageous.  The  casting  require- 
ments of  the  current  job  must  have  been 
somewhat  different. 
• 

I  tried  for  several  weeks  to  arrange  an 
interview  with  Art  Eggleton.  After 
numerous  unreturned  phone  calls,  I 
began  to  suspect  I  was  being  given  the 
runaround.  Finally,  I  was  allowed  a  half 
hour  at  his  campaign  headquarters  on 
the  edge  of  affluent  Rosedale. 

Art  Eggleton  is  a  candidate  in  search 
of  strategies,  any  strategies,  to  get 
elected.  He's  at  a  disadvantage  in  that 
he's  battling  an  incumbent  with  a  high 
media  profile  and  unmistakeable  poli- 
cies. Art  Eggleton,  so  far,  has  neither. 
The  TV  commercials  are  aimed  at  solv- 
ing the  first  problem,  and  he  is  in  the 
midst  of  constructing  plausible  simula- 
tions of  the  second.  The  sign  on  a  store 
across  the  interior  courtyard  from  his 
office  seemed  somehow  appropriate: 
"Art  and  Odd  Pieces." 

On  the  gay  issue,  Eggleton  has  shown 
himself  willing  to  say  possibly  thought- 
less, certainly  destructive  things.  He  has 
retreated  from  earlier  statements,  but  he 
can  never  take  back  the  legacy  of  fear 
and  innuendo  they  produced. 

For  the  record,  this  is  what  Eggleton 
is  now  saying  and  probably  will  con- 
tinue to  say  until  election  day:  "I'm  not 
running  an  anti-homosexual  campaign. 
I'm  not  interested  in  gay-bashing  or 
discrimination  on  the  grounds  of  sexual 
orientation.  I'm  not  criticizing  the  rights 
of  gays  and  I'm  not  opposing  George 
Hislop  as  a  candidate  for  alderman." 
That's  a  lot  of  denying.  Is  he  still 
beating  his  wife? 

Eggleton  told  me  during  our  inter- 
view, "I  believe  in  defending  the  rights 
of  minorities,  visible  and  invisible.  1 


think  that's  a  proper  role  for  a  mayor.  I 
think  a  mayor  has  to  insist  on  the  pro- 
tection of  minorities."  Meanwhile,  that 
very  morning,  he  was  quoted  as  saying: 
"Homosexuals  are  a  power  group  in 
Toronto  and  I  don't  believe  any  mayor 
should  align  himself  with  any  power 
group.  People  are  well  aware  of  what 
has  happened  in  San  Francisco  with  the 
gays,  and  they  are  genuinely  concerned 
the  same  thing  will  happen  in  Toronto." 

Eggleton  continues  to  make  these 
kinds  of  statements,  knowing  full  well 
that  what  Sewell  was  doing  was  cement- 
ing a  joint  campaign  with  a  ward  can- 
didate who  held  similar  progressive 
views  and  who  represented  a  minority 
that  has  often  been  vulnerable  to  attack. 
It  was  Eggleton  who  first  raised  the 
spectre  of  "gay  power  politics"  in 
Toronto,  and  he  did  it  because  he  knew 
it  would  strike  a  fearful  chord  in  some 
part  of  the  electorate. 

I  asked  Eggleton  if  he  knew  first- 
hand about  the  situation  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. "Like  most  people,"  he  admit- 
ted, "I  depend  on  the  information 
about  what's  going  on  from  interviews 
I've  seen  on  TV  and  from  articles  that 
have  been  written  in  newspapers." 

What  does  he  think  is  going  on  in  San 
Francisco?  "An  activist  and  radical  part 
of  the  community  is  being  quite  ada- 


mant about  power  at  city  hall  and  posi- 
tions they  hold  there  and  quite  adamant 
about  involvement  in  the  educational 
system." 

I  asked  him  why  he  called  the  gay 
community  a  "power  group."  He  said 
he  didn't  mean  everybody  (why  does  he 
keep  saying  it  then?),  he  meant  the  gay 
activist  movement.  He  said  he  was 
aware  that  the  community  was  made  up 
of  people  "of  different  political  persua- 
sions," and  that  there  are  people  "who 
eu^e  moderates  and  people  who  are 
activist." 

Apparently,  for  Art  Eggleton,  any 
kind  of  activism  or  political  organizing 
is  a  bad  thing.  Does  any  group  make  an 
impact  on  politics  unless  it  organizes? 
• 

Sewell's  campaign  manager  is  John 
Piper.  He  gets  very  jumpy  about  the  gay 
issue  —  and  just  about  anything  else 
that  appears  to  be  controversial.  His 
favourite  line  to  the  troops:  "In  this 
election  we're  going  to  let  John  be 
John."  Then  he  panics  when  it 
happens. 

"The  most  radical  person  in  the 
Sewell  campaign  is  John  Sewell,"  says 
one  campaign  worker.  "He  wants  to 
talk  about  the  issues  and  bring  them 
out.  The  others  are  more  cautious  and 
want  him  to  keep  a  low  profile.  I  ex- 
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peeled  the  left  to  be  part  of  his  cam- 
paign. Well,  the  left  is  Sewell." 

Sewell  has  discovered,  for  example, 
that  when  he  goes  out  to  speak,  no  one 
will  raise  questions  about  his  support 
for  gay  rights,  but  he  always  hears 
people  talking  about  it  in  the  corridors 
afterwards.  Now,  he  says,  he  makes  a 
point  of  mentioning  it  and,  once  he  has 
explained  the  issue,  they  all  heave  a  big 
sigh  of  relief  and  move  on  to  other 
topics. 

But  there  is  a  distinct  sense  that 
caution  is  winning  out  in  the  Sewell 
campaign.  Increasingly,  it's  John  Piper 
who's  calling  the  tune. 
• 

Art  Eggleton  says  he  isn't  making 
alliances  with  other  people  on  city  coun- 
cil like  John  Sewell  is  doing.  But,  as 
Toronto  Star  columnist  David  Lewis 
Stein  points  out,  "it's  the  way  mayoral 
campaigns  are  run  in  Toronto.  The  city 
is  just  too  big  for  one  campaign  organ- 
ization to  cover  it  all." 

Eggleton  has  had  one  offer,  but  it's 
not  one  he  is  likely  to  take  up.  Tommy 
Wardle,  Jr  is  the  alderman  in  Ward  9 
who  has  recently  been  the  subject  of 
much  sensational  media  coverage  during 
the  inquest  into  the  death  of  an  elderly 
female  constituent.  In  the  Ward  Nine 
Telegraph,  Tommy's  very  own  news- 
paper, he  has  called  on  voters  to  elect  a 
Wardle-Eggleton  team.  Why? 

"To  keep  Toronto  City  Council  from 


Clockvi/ise:  John  Sewell,  Gordon  Chong, 
Art  Eggelton,  and  Dan  Heap. 


becoming  a  pro-Soviet  clique." 


The  third  candidate  running  in  Ward 
6  is  37-year-old  dentist  Dr  Gordon 
Chong. 

He  strikes  me  as  that  Canadian  phen- 
omenon, a  Red  Tory,  although  he 
denies  that  he  is  a  Conservative-backed 
candidate.  I  asked  him  if  he  is  seeking 
the  business  vote  in  the  ward.  It  is  a 
powerful  one;  currently,  there  is  more 
than  $650  million  worth  of  new  con- 
struction in  the  works  for  downtown 
Toronto,  almost  all  of  it  in  Ward  6. 
"I'm  seeking  anybody  who  will  vote," 
Chong  answered.  "I  can  quite  honestly 
say  that  I  am  a  moderate,  in  that  I  can 
see  a  blending  of  the  interests  of  the 
developers  and  the  residents.  The 
developers  have  begun  to  realize  over 
the  past  ten  years  that  no  matter  how 
much  money  they  make,  they  aren't 
going  to  be  able  to  push  people  around. 
They  realize  they  have  to  work  with  the 
residents." 

Chong  is  concerned  about  police  rela- 
tions. "I  don't  think  the  current 
aldermen  have  acted  constructively  in 
their  dealings  with  the  police.  One  or 
both  aldermen  tend  to  be  very  hostile 
and  utilize  a  confrontation  approach 
every  time.  It's  always  them  and  us. 
Why  don't  wc  sit  down  and  talk  things 
over?" 

I  asked  Chong  if  he  felt  comfortable 
dealing  with  the  gay  community.  "I  feel 
quite  confident  that  I  can  represent  their 
interests  just  as  well  as  I  can  represent 
any  other,"  he  says.  I  tried  the  usual 
litmus  test.  "I  have  no  trouble  support- 
ing the  inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in 
the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code."  he 


says.  "I  don't  think  there's  any  ques- 
tion: discrimination  shouldn't  occur 
because  of  sexual  orientation." 

David  Fisher,  Chong's  campaign 
manager  and  a  former  "ward  heeler" 
from  Philadelphia,  told  me  that  the  of- 
fice had  received  several  calls  from  "gay 
bashers  looking  for  someone  who  hates 
gays  they  can  work  for.  It's  been  ter- 
ribly frustrating  for  them  that  it's  not 
where  we're  at.  We  told  them,  sorry,  we 
aren't  anti-gay." 

So  far,  Chong  hasn't  received  much 
publicity.  "I  hope  the  gay  issue  dies 
down,"  he  says.  "I'm  a  little  frustrated 
because  George  is  getting  all  the 
attention." 

• 

Is  John  Sewell  a  homosexual? 

That,  incredibly,  is  a  question  jour- 
nahsts  say  a  lot  of  people  are  asking.  An 
editorial  cartoon  and  a  news  story  in  the 
Toronto  Sun  first  brought  the  suspi- 
cions to  the  surface.  On  September  28, 
reporter  Sean  McCann  set  out  to  show 
that  Sewell  did  "like  women"  (homo- 
sexual men  are  supposed  to  hate 
women,  remember)  and  that  he  was  get- 
ting annoyed  by  the  persistence  of  the 
innuendo  about  his  sexuality.  The 
mayor  is  "deathly  afraid  of  being 
branded  a  homosexual,"  McCann 
wrote.  He  referred  to  an  incident  in 
which  a  waiter  had  thrown  his  arms 
around  Sewell,  and  Sewell  had  later 
said,  "I  don't  like  being  touched  by 
anyone  —  except  women."  He  said  he 
would  never  put  his  arms  Eu^ound 
another  man  "because  it's  eech." 

I  asked  Dan  Leckie,  Sewell's  assis- 
tant, about  these  statements.  Leckie 
reminded  me  that  we  were  talking  about 
the  Sun,  notorious  both  for  its  gay- 
bashing  and  its  Sewell-bashing.  He  told 
me  that  Sewell  had  considered  suing  the 
Sun  and  that  "he  doesn't  remember 
saying  those  things."  He  said  that  the 
mayor  didn't  want  to  comment  further 
on  the  subject. 

Reporter  McCann  said  that  the  inci- 
dents he  reported  were  true  and  that  he 
stuck  by  his  story.  He  told  me  that  the 
report  was  not  an  attempt  to  malign 
Sewell,  although  it  had  been  interpreted 
as  such  by  some  people,  including  other 
journalists.  As  far  as  McCann  is  con- 
cerned, "I've  settled  a  question  that  was 
on  some  people's  minds." 

It's  apparently  still  possible  for  a 
reporter  to  think  he  is  doing  Sewell  a 
favour  by  demonstrating  that  the  mayor 
is  not  gay.  And  it  is  still  possible  for  a 
man  as  principled  as  Sewell  to  be  both- 
ered by  the  implication.  What  would 
have  happened  if  Sewell  had  been  gay 
and  admitted  it?  Would  that  have  in- 
validated all  that  he  has  said  and  done 
on  the  gay  issue?  Would  his  support  for 
Hislop  then  just  dwindle  into  a  ca.se  of 
one  queer  supporting  another? 

The  biggest  irony  is  this:  the  psych- 
ology of  the  closet  being  what  il  is,  the 
last  person  ever  to  come  to  the  defence 
of  an  openly  gay  politician  would  be  a 
closeted  gay  politician.  It's  been  dif- 
ficult not  to  notice  the  deafening  silence 
coming  from  a  few  offices  at  city  hall 
and  Queen's  Park. 


In  the  three-language  campaign  Uter- 
ature  for  George  Hislop  put  out  by  the 
Ward  6  Community  Organization,  there 
is  an  interesting  omission.  In  the  two 
pieces  that  have  appeared  so  far,  one  on 
Metro  issues  and  the  other  on  city 
issues,  the  reader  really  has  to  search  to 
find  any  reference  to  Hislop's  connec- 
tions to  the  gay  community.  His  gayness 
is  practically  invisible.  I  asked  campaign 
manager  Sue  Sparrow  why. 

"The  media  have  focused  on  only  one 
issue  —  with  purposeful  intent,  I 
think,"  she  said.  "Now,  everyone 
knows  George  is  gay.  The  Ward  6  CO 
literature  is  aimed  at  telling  people  what 
George  will  do  at  city  and  Metro 
councils." 

It  strikes  me  that,  in  reaction  to  the 
media's  fixations,  the  literature  is  going 
to  the  opposite  extreme.  If  everyone 
knows  that  George  is  gay,  why  try  to 
make  this  significant  part  of  his  life 
invisible? 

Hislop  doesn't  think  he's  running  two 
campaigns,  but  he  has  been  sponsored 
by  two  organizations,  the  Association 
of  Gay  Electors  and  the  Ward  6  CO. 
The  interaction  between  the  two  re- 
mains uneasy.  The  only  literature  direc- 
ted specifically  at  the  gay  voter  in  Ward 
6  is  the  AGE  pamphlet  which  takes  a 
"we-don't-expect-you-to-vote-for- 
George-Hislop-just-because-he's-gay" 
line,  and  explains  his  positions  on  other 
issues.  I  would  have  expected  this  pam- 
phlet to  be  distributed  where  appro- 
priate by  W6CO  canvassers.  In  fact,  I 
gather  that  canvassers  are  not  being  en- 
couraged to  take  the  AGE  pamphlet 
along  at  all.  It's  being  distributed 
primarily  in  gay  meeting  places. 

There  is  some  irony  in  all  this.  As  a 
source  close  to  the  campaign  told  me, 
"The  money  that's  getting  George 
elected  is  gay  money."  Almost  all  of  the 
$12,000  collected  so  far  has  come  from 
gay  people,  either  through  the  $50-a- 
plate  dinner  or  through  other  dona- 
tions. In  addition,  many  —  not  all  —  of 
the  volunteer  canvassers  are  gay." 

The  result?  The  gay  community  is 
providing  the  money  and  the  bodies.  In 
return,  they  are  getting  precious  little  in- 
put into  poUtical  direction,  and  virtual 
invisibiUty  in  campaign  literature. 
Perhaps  this  is  a  fair  exchange,  given 
what's  at  stake.  Only  time  will  tell 
whether  it  was  the  best  strategy. 
• 

Gordon  Chong  is  a  runner.  He  was 
noticed  recently  at  the  Central  Y  wear- 
ing a  T-shirt  which  read  on  the  front: 
"Gord  Chong  is  running."  On  the  back 
it  said:  "for  alderman  in  Ward  6." 

The  Hislop  campaign  people  are  plan- 
ning their  own  shirt.  On  one  side  it  will 
say:  "George  Hislop  is  going  straight," 
and  on  the  other  "to  City  Hall." 
• 

I'm  making  my  election  predictions 
early  (what  else  can  you  do  with  an 
early  deadline?):  John  Sewell  will  con- 
tinue as  mayor  for  one  more  term, 
Hislop  will  get  the  senior  Ward  6  seat  on 
Metro  Council  and  Dan  Heap  will  stay 
on  as  junior  alderman,  although  it  will 
be  a  clo.se  battle  with  Gordon  Chong. 

I  recently  encountered  a  voice  from 
the  grass  roots  which  convinced  me  that 
the  political  chemistry  of  this  city  is 
definitely  changing.  He  was  a  taxi-driver 
(a  classic  journalist's  source,  I  know, 
but  this  really  happened).  He  was  of 
Greek  descent  and  well  informed  about 
city  politics.  He  said,  "If  the  ethnic 
minorities  and  gay  people  get  out  and 
vote,  John  Sewell  will  win.  Wc  have  the 
numbers  to  do  it.  He  ccrtamly  ha-s  my 
vote." 

And  minc.D 
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Ken  Campbell  promises  to  sweep  Toronto  clean 
of  its  radical  homosexual  fringe. 
"Satan  finds  work  for  idle  hands, " 
fingerwags  the  school  board's  Chairman  Fiona. 


Washroom  arrest 


nets  55 


as  cops  stake  out  suburban  malls 


TORONTO  —  Metropolitan  Toronto 
Police  have  gone  on  what  appears  to  be 
a  washroom  arrest  bUtz  in  the  Toronto 
suburb  of  North  York,  arresting  at  least 
55  men  in  about  six  weeks.  Unofficial 
estimates  put  the  number  arrested  as 
high  as  100. 

Police  seem  to  have  concentrated 
their  efforts  on  washrooms  at  the  Fair- 
view  Mall  at  1800  Sheppard  Ave  East  at 
the  Don  Valley  Parkway,  and  the  wash- 
room below  the  Miracle  Food  mart  in 
the  North  York  Sheridan  Mall  at  Jane 
and  Wilson.  According  to  Staff  Super- 
intendent M  Coulis  of  3  District,  35  men 
were  arrested  at  Fairview  Mall,  and  20 
at  Miracle  Food  Mart.  Inspector  Ronald 
Hobson  of  3 1  Division  estimated  the 
number  at  Miracle  as  "fairly  substantial 
—  a  couple  of  dozen  over  the  last  six 
weeks,"  while  a  source  who  wished  to 
remain  anonymous  put  the  number  at 
Miracle  as  "higher  than  50." 

The  totals  represent  a  startling  in- 
crease over  last  year's  figures  for  that 
section  of  the  city:  the  police  say  only 
four  men  were  eurested  in  1979,  all  of 
them  in  the  washroom  at  the  Wilson 
subway  station. 

The  arrests  at  Miracle  Food  Mart 
take  place  in  a  basement  washroom 
which  has  a  reputation  locally  as  a  place 
to  go  for  sex,  according  to  one  of  the 
arrested  men.  There  are  five  stalls  in  the 
washroom,  and  there  is  a  large  glory 
hole  in  the  dividing  wall  between  the 
third  and  fourth  stalls.  Over  the  urinals 
there  is  a  graffito  reading  "Booth  4. 
Hole  in  wall  for  great  suck,"  and  graf- 
fiti elsewhere  in  the  washroom  also 
make  reference  to  it. 

That  kind  of  advertising  makes  it 
seem  like  the  perfect  place  for  the  police 
to  install  a  hidden  observation  post  (as 
they  did  last  year  at  Greenwin  Square), 
but  that  does  not  appear  to  be  the  case 
here.  Inspector  Hobson  says  they  have 
used  hidden  surveillance  as  well  as  uni- 


formed officers,  but  that  seems  to  mean 
the  cops  weiit  in  adjoining  stalls  until 
something  suspicious  happens. 

One  would  conclude  that  Miracle 
Food  Mart  itself  would  be  responsible 
for  policing  its  own  washroom,  or  keep- 
ing the  walls  free  from  graffiti,  or  at 
least  repairing  a  gaping  hole  in  a  cubicle 
wall.  However,  store  manager  Krulicki 
refused  to  discuss  the  matter,  and 
though  store  security  chief  Jim  Pollard 
admitted  it  was  the  store's  responsibility 
to  repair  the  hole,  he  added  "the  poHce 
are  taking  care  of  it  and  that's  all  I  can 
tell  you." 

All  concerned,  however,  say  they  are 
simply  responding  to  citizens'  com- 
plaints, and  that  when  nothing  else 
works,  the  police  simply  have  to  arrest. 
According  to  Inspector  Hobson,  "that 
hole  (in  the  cubicle  wall)  has  been 
repaired  several  times  and  ripped  off 
again  and  again." 

He  may  be  exaggerating  the  difficulty 
in  making  adequate  repairs.  The  adjoin- 
ing stall,  in  fact,  has  a  thick  piece  of 
sheet  metal  securely  bolted  over  what 
used  to  be  a  glory  hole,  and  no  one  has 
made  a  dent  in  that. 

"Look,"  says  Staff  Superintendent 
Coulis,  "why  don't  they  go  to  a  hotel, 
or  their  own  bedrooms  or  a  car  or  some- 
thing? You  want  to  know  the  solution  to 
this?  Don't  go  to  the  damn  washroom 
for  your  enjoyment." 

Coulis  seems  to  discount  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  men  who  go  to  washrooms 
for  sex  are  married  (and  can't  bring 
anyone  home),  or  individuals  unaware 
of  or  uncomfortable  in  the  commercial 
scene  —  like  immigrants  or  young 
people.  Or  that  there  are  men  who 
haven't  come  to  terms  with  their  gay- 
ness,  and  seek  occasional,  guilt-ridden 
sex  without  much  thinking  where  they 
are.  Or  —  and  here  Coulis  and  I  part 
ways  rather  dramatically  —  that  having 
sex  in  a  washroom  should  not  be  an  of- 


fence under  the  Criminal  Code.  "It's 
not  just  a  nuisance  thing,"  says  Coulis. 
"It  can  be  traumatic  for  people  to  see 
things  like  that." 

What  is  certainly  traumatic  is  facing  a 
charge  of  gross  indecency,  an  indictable 
offence  with  a  maximum  penalty  of  five 
years  in  jail.  Although  most  cases  are 
plea-bargained  to  a  guilty  plea  on  the 
lesser  charge  of  committing  an  indecent 
act,  arrest,  finger  printing,  publicity, 
court  appearances  and  fines  can  have  a 
devastating  effect  on  someone's  public 
and  private  life. 

Gerald  HannonD 
TBP  asks  anyone  arrested  in  a 
washroom  to  call  Gerald  Hannon  at 
977-6320.  Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Your  name  will  not  appear  in  print,  but 
your  story  may  help  prevent  the  same 
thing  happening  to  someone  else. 

Campbell  champions 
parents  over  perverts 

TORONTO  —  Kenneth  Campbell  has 
vowed  to  use  "sophisticated  strategies" 
to  "sweep  out  the  radical  homosexual 
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Recommended  reading  for  your 
"family"  doctor:  two  articles  in 
September  issues  of  the  Canadian 
Medical  Association  Journal.  You 

may  even  want  to  drop  in  at  your 
local  library  and  read  them  yourself. 

The  September  20  issue  de- 
scribes a  medical  problem  you  may 
have  but  not  know  about  —  intestin- 
al parasites.  Three  researchers  at 
Toronto  General  Hospital  found  that 
67.5%  of  gay  men  sun/eyed  were 
infected.  Only  16%  of  the  (presu- 
mably) straight  Toronto  firemen 
studied  were  hosting  these  greedy 
little  guests. 

The  other  article,  published  in  the 
September  6  issue,  gives  strongly 
gay-positive  advice  to  general  prac- 
titioners whose  patients  include  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  Psychiatrist 
fiAichael  F  Myers  emphasizes  "the 


importance  of  recognizing  and  re- 
specting the  size,  diversity  and 
emerging  identity  of  the  gay 
community  in  North  America. " 

hAyers,  who  is  a  staff  member  of 
the  psychiatry  departments  at  the 
University  of  British  Columbia  and 
Vancouver's  Shaughnessy  Hospital, 
lists  nine  common  problems  which 
lesbian  and  gay  patients  may  pre- 
sent to  their  physicians.  He  coun- 
sels "an  open,  accepting  attitude," 
and  referral  to  a  psychiatrist  only 
when  the  patient  has  "more  compli- 
cated problems." 

"A  nonjudgemental  attitude,  a 
minimum  of  'homophobia, '  a  rea- 
sonable knowledge  of  the  gay  cul- 
ture and  professional  maturity" 
should  equip  a  doctor  to  deal  effec- 
tively with  such  problems  as  alco- 
holism, performance  anxiety,  cou- 
ple conflicts  and  ageing. 


Much  of  what  Myers  says  may 
not  be  new  —  at  least  to  gay 
people.  Some  of  the  findings  of  the 
parasite  study  are  more  surprising. 

For  example,  recent  foreign 
travel,  living  in  a  "homosexual 
household"  and  "promiscuity" 
could  not  be  correlated  with  the 
incidence  of  infection.  Nor  could 
the  presence  of  symptoms.  Cleans- 
ing of  the  anus  was  the  only  factor 
which  could  be  associated  with  a 
"significantly  lower  prevalence  of 
infection." 

The  authors  see  no  need  for 
"stringent  control  measures"  in  the 
gay  population.  Although  the  organ- 
isms are  more  common  among  gay 
men,  they  do  not  "appear  to  cause 
much  illness. "  It  might  be  a  good 
idea  to  have  a  stool  sample  ana- 
lyzed in  the  course  of  your  next 
physical,  however  And  a  bath, 
douche  or  enema  before  anal  sex 
might  prevent  these  critters  from 
taking  a  free  ride  in  your  friends.  (1 


fringe"  in  this  city's  upcoming 
municipal  elections,  according  to  a 
report  in  the  October  10  Toronto  Sun. 
The  one-time  director  of  the  failed 
Anita  Bryant  Ministries  has  apparently 
filed  a  complaint  with  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission  protesting 
what  he  calls  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Education's  "preference  for  perverts 
over  parents." 

Mr  Campbell  has  declared  that  recent 
actions  of  the  Toronto  board  have 
turned  passive  parents  into  militants. 
He  is  presumably  referring  to  the  failed 
negotiations  between  Toronto's  gay 
community  and  the  public  school  board 
to  establish  a  formal  liaison.  "What 
they  got  was  exactly  everything  they 
wanted  —  in  fact  they  got  more  thjm 
they  would  have  got  from  Queen's 
Park,"  he  said. 

Aside  from  complaining  to  the  OHRC 
and  talking  to  the  Toronto  Sun,  his 
campaign  thus  far  has  consisted  of 
sending  two  letters:  one  to  Ontario 
Attorney  General  Roy  McMurtry,  "ask- 
ing for  advice  on  how  to  fight  his  case," 
and  another  outlining  his  concerns  to 
school  board  Chairman  Fiona  Nelson. 
According  to  the  Sun,  Nelson  was 
"amused"  by  Campbell's  letter  but 
refused  to  reply  to  it.  She  did  tell  the 
reporter  "they  say  Satan  finds  work  for 
idle  hands.  I  think  he  needs  work."  The 
story  did  not  record  McMurtry's 
response. 

Chris  BearchellD 

Cops  say  gun  report 
due  after  park  trials 

TORONTO  —  Deputy  Police  Chief 
Jack  Marks  does  not  intend  to  release 
the  results  of  an  internal  investigation 
into  allegations  of  improper  use  of  fire- 
arms by  plainclothes  constable  Richard 
Dionne  until  the  courts  have  tried  those 
arrested  during  the  incident  in  David 
Balfour  Park.  Five  men  were  appre- 
hended there  late  on  the  evening  of 
August  26  by  three  poUce  officers  from 
53  Division,  one  of  whom,  Dionne,  dis- 
charged his  revolver  three  times.  The 
men  are  charged  with  committing  inde- 
cent acts  in  a  public  place  and  gross  in- 
decency and  go  to  trial  October  24. 

There  are  major  confiicts  between  the 
officers'  explanation  for  the  shooting 
and  the  description  of  the  events 
reported  to  TBP,  on  separate  occasions, 
by  two  of  the  accused  (TBP,  October). 

The  two  men  claim  that  they  were 
standing  at  the  bottom  of  a  path  with 
three  others  when  they  were  suddenly 
startled  by  blazing  fiashlights  and  two 
gunshots.  The  plainclothes  officers  then 
announced  "Metro  police!  Get  on  your 
stomach.  Anybody  moves  gets  shot."  A 
third  shot  was  fired  after  the  men  were 
already  on  the  ground. 

The  official  version  of  the  incident 
claims  Dionne  fired  his  gun  to  attract 
help  from  other  officers  after  the  men 
started  to  approach  him. 

Deputy  Chief  Marks  said  "We've 
consulted  Metro's  legal  department  and 
the  Crown  Attorney's  office  and  they've 
advised  us  that,  since  this  is  a  matter  in 
the  courts,  we  shouldn't  release 
anything  until  it's  settled." 

Chris  Bearchelin 
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Court  orders  Matlovich  reinstated 
after  five  years  of  legal  struggles 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  a  surprise 
decision  delivered  September  9,  a  US 
federal  judge  ordered  the  air  force  to 
reinstate  gay  activist  Leonard  Matlo- 
vich, expelled  from  the  service  in  1975 
when  he  openly  admitted  he  was  gay. 

US  District  Judge  Gerhard  Gesell 
ruled  that  Matlovich,  a  37-year-old 
decorated  veteran  with  a  spotless 
record,  must  be  returned  to  duty  at  his 
previous  rank  of  sergeant  with  full  pay. 
Matlovich  will  also  receive  the  back  pay 
he  would  have  obtained  if  he  had  not 
been  discharged  in  1975. 

Lawyers  for  the  air  force  have  asked 
for  a  stay  of  ruling,  pending  a  possible 
appeal  of  the  decision. 

Gesell  said  the  air  force  had  failed  to 
comply  with  an  order  of  the  US  Court 
of  Appeals  which  had  directed  it  to  clar- 
ify the  service's  criteria  for  retaining  or 
dismissing  gays.  The  judgment  charged 


'Indians"  disrupt 
Bonn  election  meet 

BONN  —  An  attempt  by  the  German 
movement  to  organize  the  gay  vote  in 
the  October  5  federal  elections  got  off 
to  a  bad  start  July  12  when  a  major 
meeting  between  political  party  repre- 
sentatives and  the  country's  gay  groups 
was  disrupted  by  "Indians,"  groups  of 
young,  radical  gay  and  children's  libera- 
tionists. 

More  than  900  gay  people  from 
across  West  Germany  gathered  in 
Bonn's  Beethoven  Hall  to  hear  gay 
issues  debated  by  representatives  of 
Chancellor  Schmidt's  ruling  Social 
Democratic  Party,  the  Christian  Demo- 
crats, the  Communist  Party,  the  Liberal 
Party  and  the  Ecologists.  The  major 
challenger  to  the  present  government, 
Franz  Josef  Strauss's  right-wing 
Bavarian  Christian  Democrats,  refused 
to  discuss  such  "intimate  problems"  in 
public. 

All  the  parties  present  declared  that 
they  were  in  favour  of  paying  indemnity 
to  surviving  gay  victims  of  the  Nazi  con- 
centration camps.  Unlike  other  groups 
persecuted  by  the  Nazis,  gay  prisoners 
have  never  been  compensated  for  their 
years  of  suffering.  The  Communists  and 
Ecologists  also  maintained  that  existing 
gay  groups  should  be  compensated  on  a 


that  the  courts  had  been  waiting  for 
over  five  years  for  such  clarification, 
and  would  wait  no  longer.  In  his  con- 
cluding remarks  Gesell  agreed  with  Mat- 
lovich's  lawyers  that  the  air  force  was 
"unable  to  explain  the  actual  reasoning 
behind  Matlovich's  discharge." 

It  is  not  clear  what  effect  the  decision 
will  have  on  the  hundreds  of  lesbians 
and  gays  who  are  discharged  every  year 
from  the  US  armed  forces.  Patricia 
Douglas,  Matlovich's  attorney  at  the 
September  hearing,  believes  that  the 
ruling  means  "they'll  have  a  much 
tougher  time  throwing  out  gays.  But 
we'll  have  to  wait  and  see  how  they 
apply  it  to  other  cases." 

The  Matlovich  case  won  national 
headhnes  in  1975.  Matlovich  has 
appeared  on  the  cover  of  Time 
magazine  and  was  the  subject  of  a  TV 
documentary  drama.  D 


collective  basis. 

The  Ecologists,  the  Liberals  and  the 
Communists  also  called  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  Article  175  of  the  criminal  code 
which  sets  the  age  of  consent  for  homo- 
sexual acts  higher  than  that  for 
heterosexuals. 

The  meeting  was  cut  short  when  the 
stage  was  seized  by  the  "Indians"  who 
claimed  that  they  had  been  excluded 
from  the  preparatory  meetings,  and  that 
they  were  not  properly  represented. 
Press  and  television  coverage  focused 
on  the  chaotic  takeover  rather  than  the 
increasing  ability  of  the  German  gay 
movement  to  bring  its  demands  into  the 
forum  of  mainstream  politics.  D 

Swedish  movement 
celebrates  gay  pride 

STOCKHOLM  —  Swedish  gays 
celebrated  gay  pride  week  August  18  to 
24  with  demonstrations,  dances,  film 
showings  and  religious  services  organ- 
ized by  the  country's  leading  gay  group, 
the  RFSL. 

The  fourth  annual  gay  pride  march 
drew  more  than  2,500  people,  up  from 
400  last  year,  and  was  covered  exten- 
sively by  the  press  for  the  first  time. 

Demonstrators  protesting  anti-gay 
laws  in  the  United  Kingdom  picketed 
the  hotel  of  visiting  British  Foreign 


Secretary  Lord  Carrington,  and  received 
surprise  support  from  American  singer 
Joan  Baez,  who  was  staying  in  the  same 
hotel.  She  led  the  crowd  in  a  rousing 
rendition  of  "We  Shall  Overcome"  and 
"Gays  and  Lesbians  Together." 

The  Finnish  embassy  in  Stockholm 
was  also  picketed  to  protest  Finnish 
laws  limiting  freedom  of  speech  for  gay 
activists  and  banning  gay  demonstra- 
tions and  marches.  Many  Finnish  activ- 
ists traveled  to  Stockholm  to  take  part 
in  the  celebrations. 

Other  activities  included  a  disco  party 
in  the  spectacular  blue  hall  of  the  Stock- 
holm town  hall,  and  a  church  service  in 
the  Stockholm  cathedral.  The  gay  film 
festival  at  the  Swedish  film  institute  was 
also  well  attended. 

Legal  age  of  consent  for  gays  is  15  in 
Sweden,  and  there  seems  to  be  little  or 
no  harassment  in  response  to  open  dis- 
plays of  affection  on  the  street. 

The  Swedish  movement  has  focused 
on  combating  the  lack  of  information 
on  homosexuality,  and  has  also  pres- 
sured the  government  to  speak  out  on 
behalf  of  gay  rights  at  human  rights 
meetings  in  Geneva  and  Helsinki.  D 

Lesbian  mom  wins 
custody  precedent 

TRENTON,  NEW  JERSEY—  In  a 
possible  legal  precedent,  a  US  judge  has 
awarded  unconditional  custody  of  two, 
children  to  a  lesbian  mother  living  with 
her  lover. 

Superior  Court  Judge  William 
D'Annunzio  ruled  in  August  that 
Rosemary  Dempsey,  a  35-year-old 
former  social  worker  and  regional  direc- 
tor for  the  National  Organization  of 
Women  (NOW),  would  be  allowed  to 
keep  her  1 1 -year-old  son  Eddie  and 
10-year-old  Tika.  D'Annunzio  held  that 
Dempsey  "could  not  be  denied  con- 
tinued custody  of  the  children*  merely 
because  of  her  sexual  orientation." 

D'Annunzio  acknowledged  that  he 
had  gone  a  step  beyond  a  previous 
Appellate  Division  case  in  which  a 
celibate  lesbian  was  awarded  custody  of 
her  children.  Dempsey  lives  with 
42-year-old  Margaret  Wales,  a  real- 
estate  manager. 

However,  because  the  judge  who  pre- 
sides over  a  custody  hearing  is  given  a 
large  degree  of  discretion  to  determine 
what  is  "in  the  best  interest"  of  the 
children,  the  Dempsey  case  may  be  of 
limited  value  as  a  legal  precedent. 

Victory  in  the  Dempsey  case,  though, 
does  seem  part  of  a  trend  in  lesbian 
custody  battles.  Linda  Gryczan,  spokes- 
person for  the  Lesbian  Mothers' 
National  Defense  Fund,  estimates  that 
15*^0  of  such  cases  are  currently  decided 
in  favour  of  the  lesbian  mother,  com- 
pared to  1%  ten  years  ago.D 

Lesbian  ads  banned 
so  riders  won't  blush 

WLLLINGTON  —  The  transport  com- 
mission of  this  New  Zealand  city  says  it 
will  not  sell  advertising  space  on  city 
buses  to  the  Lesbian  Centre. 
The  decision  of  the  city's  transport 


manager,  which  was  subsequently  up- 
held by  the  full  transport  committee, 
claimed  that  the  word  lesbian  was  dis- 
tasteful, that  it  would  embarrass  pas- 
sengers, and  that  an  ad  for  the  centre 
would  result  in  time-consuming  com- 
plaints. 

The  lesbian  group  is  appealing  for 
support  to  the  New  Zealand  Human 
Rights  Commission  and  the  Transit 
Workers  Union. 

On  other  fronts,  gays  in  the  Labour 
Party  made  a  major  breakthrough  when 
activist  Ian  Scott  won  the  nomination  in 
Auckland  as  Labour  candidate  for  the 
upcoming  November  parliamentary 
elections.  Scott  is  the  first  openly  gay 
candidate  to  be  nominated  by  a  major 
party  in  New  Zealand.  D 

News  ethics  group 
condemns  CBS  show 

DES  MOINES,  IOWA  —  The  leading 
ethics  body  of  US  journalists,  the  Na- 
tional News  Council,  has  strongly 
criticized  the  CBS  news  documentary 
Gay  Power,  Gay  Politics  as  a  biased 
depiction  of  San  Francisco's  gay  com- 
munity. 

Responding  to  a  complaint  from  gay 
San  Francisco  journaUst  Randy  Alfred, 
the  council  found  "unfairness  in  the 
(documentary's)  presentation  of  the  sex- 
ual issues,"  concluding  that  "the  pro- 
gram tended  to  reinforce  stereotypes." 
The  council  also  noted  a  serious  viola- 
tion of  journalistic  ethics  in  CBS's  in- 
sertion of  applause  where  it  did  not  ex- 
ist. 

"The  council's  report  is  a  serious 
knock  on  CBS's  credibiHty  and  reliabili- 
ty," an  elated  Alfred  told  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter.  "It  also  tells  the  public  that 
journalists  themselves  don't  consider 
this  kind  of  reporting  acceptable." 

According  to  Alfred,  his  complaints 
were  strongly  backed  by  the  council's 
three  black  members.  D 

Mexican  communists 
to  debate  gay  sex 

MEXICO  CITY  —  A  motion  to  be 
discussed  at  the  November  congress  of 
the  Mexican  Communist  Party  (PCM) 
would  make  the  PCM  the  second  major 
Latin  American  political  party  to  speak 
out  on  behalf  of  gay  rights.  The  Puerto 
Rican  socialist  party  made  a  pro-gay 
statement  almost  two  years  ago. 

The  motion,  which  is  expected  to 
be  accepted  by  congress  delegates,  states 
in  part,  "There  is  no  proletarian  or  rev- 
olutionary sexuality,  nor  is  there  a  reac- 
tionary or  bourgeois  one.  There  is  no 
normal,  acceptable  or  moral  sexuality 
nor  is  there  an  abnormal  or  immoral 
one.  Everyone  has  the  right  to  use  his  or 
her  own  body  and  the  right  to  pica.surc. 
free  of  legal,  political  or  moral 
pressure." 

The  second  national  gay  pride  dem- 
onstration, organi/cd  in  Mexico  City 
this  summer  by  the  country's  three  ma- 
jor gay  organizations,  drew  more  than 
7,000  people  and  was  supported  by  the 
PCM  and  several  other  leftist  parties.  [  ' 
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Homosexuality  illegal 
Irish  judge  rules 

DUBLIN  —  High  Court  Judge  Herbert 
Mc William  ruled  her  October  10  to  up- 
hold the  Irish  Republic's  119-year-old 
laws  against  homosexual  acts. 

The  laws  had  been  challenged  as  un- 
constitutional by  David  Norris,  a  for- 
mer chairman  of  the  Irish  Gay  Rights 
Movement.  Norris  charged  that  the  laws 
against  homosexual  acts  between  con- 
senting adults  violated  the  individual's 
right  to  privacy  and  freedom  of  associa- 
tion and  expression. 

Irish  law  makes  gay  male  sex  a  crime 
punishable  by  hfe  imprisonment  at  hard 
labour.  In  his  ruhng  Judge  McWilliam 
said  that  sexuality  should  be  confined  to 
lawful  marriage. 

Norris  called  the  ruling  "a  great  dis- 
appointment" but  vowed  to  continue 
the  court  battle  to  the  Irish  Supreme 
Court  and  to  the  European  Court  at 
Strasbourg  if  necessary.  D 

CHE  meet  focuses 
on  anthgay  violence 

YORK  —  An  English  report  on  anti-gay 
violence  provides  the  chilling  statistic 
that  one  case  in  eight  results  in  fhe  death 
or  disabiUty  of  the  victim. 

The  report,  Attacks  on  Gay  People, 
covers  a  three-year  period  and  studies 
250  cases  of  assault  and  murder.  Featur- 
ing pictures  and  first-person  accounts 
from  the  victims,  it  was  presented 
August  22  to  delegates  of  the  annual 
conference  of  the  Caunpaign  for  Homo- 
sexual Equality. 

The  report  is  to  be  published  as  a 
book  for  use  by  local  CHE  groups. 


Conference  delegates  also  considered 
changes  in  the  organization's  structure, 
and  overwhelmingly  defeated  proposals 
which  would  have  transformed  the 
annual  meeting  into  a  delegate-only 
conference.  Presently,  the  meetings  are 
open  and  all  CHE  members  are  entitled 
to  attend  and  vote. 

Representatives  from  the  Irish  and 
Scottish  gay  movements  also  attended, 
and  there  was  agreement  to  try  to 
organize  a  conference  for  1981  which 
would  involve  all  groups  in  the  British 
Isles. D 


ACLU  figMs  library  for 
banning  gay  paper 

VIRGINIA  BEACH  —  The  Virginia 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
filed  suit  September  18  against  the  city 
of  Virginia  Beach  and  its  manager, 
charging  that  the  city's  removjd  of  the 
gay  newspaper.  Our  Own,  from  its 
Ubraries  violates  constitutional 
guarantees  of  freedom  of  speech  and 
press.  The  ACLU,  acting  with  the 
publishers  of  Our  Own  and  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Community, 
seeks  to  have  the  monthly  paper  openly 
displayed  and  distributed  in  the 
libraries. 

In  March  and  April  of  this  year  the 
Virginia  Beach  Library  Board  and  city 
manager  succumbed  to  pressure  from 
religious  fundamentalists,  and  sus- 
pended the  display  and  distribution  of 
Our  Own.  However,  a  single  copy  of 
the  newspaper  is  kept  in  the  files  of  each 
library. 

While  the  ACLU  and  gays  have  taken 
legal  action  against  what  they  claim  is 
censorship,  their  opponents  are  not  sat- 
isfied with  the  city's  actions.  Led  by  a 


group  calling  itself  "Citizens  for  the 
Family,"  they  have  condemned  the  in- 
clusion of  Our  Own  in  the  libraries' 
files.  The  group  has  placed  a  non- 
binding  referendum  on  the  city's 
November  ballot,  asking  if  the  municip- 
ality should  ban  from  city  libraries  all 
publications  which  "depict  or 
advocate... homosexual  acts."n 

British  soldier  jailed 
for  sex  while  on  leave 

HANOVER  —  A  twenty-seven  year-old 
British  solder  based  near  this  German 
city  has  been  sentenced  to  nine  months 
in  a  military  prison  for  having  sex  with 
his  lover  —  even  though  he  was  on  leave 
at  the  time  and  the  lover  was  over  21 . 

Bombardier  John  Bruce  of  the  94th 
Locating  Regiment,  Royal  Artillery, 
pleaded  guilty  to  three  such  charges. 
Bruce  will  be  given  an  dishonourable 
discharge  when  he  has  served  his  prison 
sentence. 

When  British  anti-gay  laws  were 
relaxed  in  1967,  members  of  the  armed 
forces  were  specifically  excluded  from 
the  reform.  Any  homosexujd  activity, 
even  when  on  leave,  amounts  to  an 
offence. 

It  is  rumoured  that  the  commander  of 
the  94th  regiment  asked  court-martial 
officials  for  an  exemplary  sentence  to 
deter  others  from  using  homosexuality 
to  secure  a  discharge  from  the  jumy. 
There  are  reports  that  five  other  soldiers 
were  arrested  and  charged  at  the  same 
time  as  Bruce. 

Bruce  belongs  to  the  Kent  chapter  of 
the  Campaign  for  Homosexual  Equal- 
ity, and  the  group  is  campaigning  to 
have  him  returned  to  England.  It  has 
also  appccded  for  help  to  the  National 
Council  for  Civil  Liberties.  D 


Dyke  challenges 
US  Army  sex  rules 

SAVANNAH,  GA  —  An  out-of-the- 
closet  lesbian  is  challenging  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  US  state  department's 
rules  against  homosexuality. 

Private  2nd  Class  Carol  Nichols,  who 
came  out  last  spring  with  the  intention 
of  challenging  the  army's  anti-gay  rules, 
faced  "administrative  separation"  from 
the  military  October  6  based  on  the  mis- 
conduct charge  of  "homosexual  acts." 

Nichols  is  demanding  that  the  army 
"find  a  relationship  between  private 
sexual  acts  and  the  ability  to  be  a 
soldier."  She  argues  that,  unless  the 
army  can  show  that  job  performance  is 
affected  by  sexual  orientation,  army 
rules  against  gays  are  unconstitutional. 

At  another  Georgia  military  base, 
four  women  were  discharged  early  in 
October  for  "homosexual  tendencies 
and  acts."  The  names  of  the  women, 
who  were  military  police,  are  not  being 
released,  at  their  request. 

The  women  were  told  they  would 
receive  honourable  discharges  with  no 
mention  of  homosexuality  if  they  agreed 
not  to  demand  a  hearing.  Although  they 
accepted  the  deal,  the  resulting  dis- 
charges clearly  mentioned  homosex- 
uality. 

The  only  evidence  against  the  four 
women  was  that  they  were  seen  hugging 
at  a  gay  bar  off  base. 

US  Army  regulations  state  that 
homosexuals  are  eligible  for  honourable 
or  general  discharges,  depending  on  the 
quality  of  their  service  record. 

According  to  defence  department  sta- 
tistics, female  soldiers  are  six  times  as 
likely  as  male  soldiers  to  be  accused  by 
the  army  of  being  homosexual. D 
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Wave  of  violence  against  gays 
sparlcs  Frisco  public  hearings 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  At  an  early 
September  board  of  supervisors'  meet- 
ing, gay  Supervisor  Harry  Britt  intro- 
duced a  resolution  calling  for  public 
hearings  into  the  rapidly  increasing  rate 
of  violence  against  gays. 

The  entire  board  co-sponsored  Britt's 
motion  after  hearing  evidence  of  in- 
creasing numbers  of  armed  assaults  and 
street  shootings.  Britt  told  the  board 
that  "the  violence  has  reached  unaccep- 
table proportions ...  without  safe 
streets,  city  life  dies." 

During  the  Castro  Street  Fair  in 
August,  four  gay  men  were  shot.  One  of 
them,  a  young  Japanese  American,  was 
killed. 

During  the  past  year  street  violence 
has  grown  at  a  phenomenal  rate,  Britt 
said.  He  added  that  women  are  also  vic- 
tims, and  that  the  incidence  of  forcible 
rape  was  up  16%  in  July  1980  over  July 
1979. 

The  Community  United  Against  Vio- 
lence (CUAV),  a  local  group  dedicated 
to  fighting  violence  against  lesbians  and 
gays,  has  organized  self-defence  courses 
and  patrols  of  gay  ghetto  areas.  In  addi- 
tion, ad  hoc  groups  of  gays  have  formed 
vigilante  committees. 


Anti-gay  amendment 
killed  by  Senate  vote 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
McDonald  amendment,  an  emti-gay 
;-ider  attached  to  the  Legal  Services  Cor- 
poration Appropriations  Bill,  was  re- 
jected here  September  4  by  a  US  Senate 
subcommittee,  and  the  Senate  itself 
passed  the  bill,  September  25.  It  is  now 
likely  that  the  amendment  will  not  pass 
a  joint  Senate-House  Committee,  and 
will  thus  be  left  out  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment,  passed  overwhelm- 
ingly by  the  House  of  Representatives 
July  22,  forbade  the  Legal  Services  Cor- 
poration "to  provide  legal  assistance  in 
promoting,  defending  or  protecting 
homosexuality."  If  it  had  become  law, 
lesbians  and  gays  involved  in  civil  rights 
litigation  would  have  been  unable  to  ob- 
tain legal  aid. 

Gay  Rights  National  Lobby  director 
Steve  Endean  described  the  senate  vote 
as  "a  tremendously  exciting,  glorious 
victory.  !  can't  say  for  sure  what  caused 
it,"  he  continued,  "but  for  the  first 
time  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
generated  massive  constitutent  support 
all  over  the  country.  "D 

Stonewall  sculpture 
creates  controversy 

NEW  YORK  —  A  controversy  has 
developed  over  whether  or  not  a  "gay 
liberation"  sculpture  commemorating 
the  Stonewall  rebellion  should  be  placed 
in  Greenwich  Village's  Christopher 
Street  Park. 

A  number  of  local  residents  have 
opposed  the  proposal  for  the  work 


Demain  Damm,  project  director  of 
CUAV,  estimates  that  violence  against 
gays  has  increased  by  287%  over  the  last 
half  year.  Over  the  same  time  period, 
50%  of  the  assaults  against  gays  have 
involved  a  weapon  of  some  sort,  a  rare 
occurence  in  previous  years. 

In  a  related  matter,  the  Prairie  Fire 
Organizing  Committee  (PFOC),  an 
organization  linked  to  the  violence- 
prone  Weather  underground,  recently 
issued  a  statement  defending  physical 
attacks  upon  gays.  PFOC  calls  such 
violence  just  retaliation  for  gay 
"genocide"  against  minority  neighbor- 
hoods. In  the  past  PFOC  has  also 
claimed  that  rape  of  white  women  by 
black  men  is  an  "understandable"  reac- 
tion to  racism. 

Jim  Scoch,  community  organizer  for 
the  Grey  Panthers  and  a  member  of  the 
New  American  Movement,  condemned 
PFOC's  position,  describing  it  as  an 
"aberration"  with  no  support  among 
progressives  in  San  Francisco.  "Rapists 
and  anti-gay  thugs  don't  particularly 
care  whether  their  victims  are  white  or 
minority,"  he  explained.  According  to 
Scoch,  the  San  Fransisco  left  is  firmly  in 
support  of  the  campaigns  against  anti- 
gay  and  anti- women  violence.  D 


which  was  produced  by  George  Segal, 
an  internationally  known  sculptor. 
Some  opposition  has  also  developed 
within  the  gay  community.  The  piece 
consists  of  four  realistic  figures;  two 
women  sitting  together  on  a  bench  and 
two  standing  men  who  appear  to  be 
talking  casually. 

Several  block  associations  have  con- 
demned the  sculpture  as  "out  of  key 
with  the  neighbourhood."  In  a  Village 
Voice  account  of  the  affair,  one  anti- 
sculpture  partisan  was  more  open  in  her 
comments.  It  would  be  "obscene,"  she 
said,  "to  put  up  a  monument  to  some- 
thing that  happened  at  an  awful  place 
called  the  Stonewall  Inn,  or  to  the 
disgusting  persons  who  went  there." 

Dr  Bruce  Voeller,  president  of  the 
Mariposa  Foundation  and  sponsor  of 
the  sculpture  project,  has  charged  that 
the  opposition  stems  from 
"homophobia." 

However,  a  few  gay  individuals, 
along  with  the  small  Gay  Activists 
Alliance,  have  also  protested  the  pro- 
posed work.  Critics  have  noted  that  the 
sculptor  is  not  gay,  and  claim  that  the 
piece  does  not  truly  represent  the  les- 
bian and  gay  movement.  The  four  fig- 
ures appear  to  be  white,  and  do  not 
assume  a  militant  pose. 

Most  progressive  New  York  gays  seem 
to  support  the  work,  arguing  that,  de- 
spite Its  hmitalions,  its  overall  impact 
would  be  positive.  1  ' 
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In  Nazi  Germany,  the  road  to  the  death  camps  started  with  a  name  on  a  list. 
The  camps  are  gone  —  but  are  the  lists?  A  report  by  Tim  McCaskell. 

REICH  REPLAY 


Registered  male:  gay  activist  Gerd  BiOmer  challenged  the  Cologne  police  to  admit  the  existence  of ' ' Pink  Lists"  —  and  was  sued  for  libel 


It  takes  substantial  administrative 
capacity  to  run  an  efficient  extermin- 
ation campaign.  Certainly  terror, 
betrayals,  spies,  and  informers  are  all 
important.  But  the  real  basis  of  any 
good  holocaust  is  something  far  more 
simple:  a  list. 

Agency  V  of  the  Reichssicherheits- 
hauptamt  was  in  charge  of  listing  all 
homosexuals  in  Germany  once  the  Nazi 
administrative  bureaucracy  was  set  up. 
The  agency  subsequently  planned  a 
series  of  procedures  which  streamed 
thousands  of  gays  into  the  death  camps. 

Old  history?  The  death  camps  cer- 
tainly are.  But  not  those  first  adminis- 
trative steps,  the  lists.  Not  in  West 
Germany.  Today. 

It  had  been  rumoured  for  years  that 
the  infamous  "Pink  Lists,"  records  of 
suspected  and  known  homosexuals,  still 
survived.  But  until  two  years  ago  there 
was  little  hard  evidence. 

Then,  in  June  1978,  a  policeman 
from  Dusseldorf  sent  a  letter  to  the  gay 
magazine  Du  and  Ich.  "On  the  basis  of 
my  own  experiences  I  know  that  there  is 
registration  of  gays  or  those  suspected 
of  being  gay  by  police  in  every  large 
town  in  Germany.  Here  in  Dusseldorf 
we  are  under  orders,  the  same  is  true  for 
Cologne,  to  note  the  identities  of  people 
who  frequent  certain  meeting  places  or 
who  seem  to  exhibit  homosexual 
behaviour." 

Later  that  summer  two  gay  policemen 
approached  Gerd  BlOmer  in  Cologne. 
BlOmer  is  a  well  known  gay  activist  in 
the  city  and  a  former  Social  Democratic 
Party  representative  in  the  Cologne  City 
Parliament.  He  is  still  a  member  of  the 
Party's  eleven-person  advisory  commit- 


tee, and  helped  found  Schwusos,  the 
Party  gay  caucus.  BlOmer  is  also  active 
with  Gay  Action  Cologne  and  the 
Working  Committee  for  Pedophile 
Liberation. 

The  two  policemen  who  approached 
him  confirmed  what  had  already  been 
suspected.  Cologne  police  were  compil- 
ing a  list  of  all  homosexuals  in  the  city. 
In  fact,  it  was  their  fear  that  their  own 
names  might  soon  turn  up  that  promp- 
ted the  two  men  to  come  to  BlOmer. 

I  met  BlOmer  this  spring  after  the  IGA 
Conference  in  Barcelona.  The  story  that 
he  told  me  about  the  Pink  lists  and  the 
state's  attempt  to  keep  them  secret  was 
chilling. 

"We  don't  know  how  long  the  police 
have  been  compiling  these  lists,  but  a 
court  official  reported  to  the  magazine 
Der  Spiegel  that  this  has  been  going  on 
since  the  war.  The  information  seems  to 
be  computerized  and  only  readily  avail- 
able to  higher  officers  in  the  police 
department. 

"What  we  do  know  about  is  the 
information  gathering  process.  Police 
spies  pretending  to  be  gay  come  into 
bars  and  talk  to  people.  A  favourite  line 
is  to  say  they  can't  come  around  that 
evening,  and  then  ask  the  person  for  his 
address,  promising  to  drop  by  at  some 
other  time.  Sometimes  uniformed  police 
come  into  bars  on  the  pretext  of  looking 
for  someone.  They  demand  that  people 
show  identification  and  then  take  down 
names  and  addresses.  Or  they  ask  ques- 
tions about  other  people  —  if  they're 
gay  or  not,  where  they  live." 

BlOmer's  conversation  with  the  two 
policemen  convinced  him  that  some- 
thing had  to  be  done.  He  prepared  a 


motion  to  the  Cologne  Social  Demo- 
cratic Parliamentary  Caucus:  "The 
Social  Democratic  Party  faction  shall 
investigate  with  its  committee  on  police 
whether  there  are  lists  being  kept  by  the 
Cologne  police  in  which  gays  are  listed 
automatically  without  having  violated 
any  laws.  If  such  lists  do  exist  the  police 
will  be  requested  to  destroy  them." 

In  an  attached  written  argument, 
BlOmer  openly  accused  the  police  of 
sending  spies  to  gay  places  to  gather 
names  and  addresses.  He  reported  that 
officers  had  justified  the  procedure  by 
instructing  policemen  that  gays  were 
child  molesters,  criminals  and  prosti- 
tutes. "It  is  monstrous  that  such  fascist 
ideas  still  exist  among  officers  and  are 
passed  down  to  younger  policemen," 
BlOmer  concluded,  and  charged  that  the 
police  attitude  contributed  to  discrimin- 
ation against  gays. 

The  Social  Democratic  Party  voted  to 
present  the  motion  to  the  city  parlia- 
ment. When  it  was  heard  in  November 
1978,  parliament  moved  to  ask  the 
police  force  for  an  explanation. 

"The  police  reaction  was  not  long  in 
coming,"  said  BlOmer.  In  December  I 
received  notification  that  I  was  being 
charged  by  the  police  with  libel." 

The  official  reply  to  parliament  had 
been,  "Our  police  force  holds  no  such 
lists."  When  BlOmer  asked  if  the  lists 
might  be  held  in  other  government 
offices,  they  replied  that  they  could  not 
speak  on  behalf  of  other  offices.  (In  the 
State  of  Schleswig-Holstien  it  was  sub- 
sequently revealed  that  data  on  gays  was 
immediately  passed  on  to  the  German 
equivalent  of  the  FBI,  where  it  was 
available  to  local  police  forces  on 


request.) 

When  he  asked  them  if  they  collected 
lists,  they  refused  to  answer. 

BlOmer  appeared  in  Cologne  Criminal 
Court  in  June  1979.  "The  two  judges 
refused  to  allow  us  to  cross-examine  the 
police  about  their  activities,"  he 
recounts.  "Something  was  obviously 
being  hidden.  We  were  allowed  only  to 
ask  if  the  lists  existed.  We  asked  that 
twice.  The  police  replied  that  such 
information  was  confidential.  No 
further  questions  were  allowed." 

The  judges,  BlOmer  remembered, 
seemed  a  bit  embarassed  by  this.  They 
asked  the  police  to  withdraw  the  charge 
against  him.  The  police  refused.  "So 
the  court  decided  there  was  no  alterna- 
tive except  to  punish  me  for  libel.  I  was 
sentenced  to  pay  450  Marks  ($280.00)  or 
fourteen  days  in  prison." 

The  Social  Democratic  Party  was 
astounded  by  the  decision  and  registered 
a  formal  complaint.  The  party  also  felt 
that  the  case  had  to  be  fought  through, 
and  agreed  to  pay  all  legal  costs  and  any 
fines  that  might  result. 

The  Departmental  Appeal  Court 
heard  the  case  in  October  1979.  "Once 
again,"  says  BlOmer,  "we  were  not 
allowed  to  question  the  police  about 
their  activities.  Once  again  the  police 
refused  to  answer  questions  about  the 
existence  of  the  lists.  Although  many 
people,  gay  and  straight,  spoke  out  on 
our  behalf  —  the  case  had  begun  to  gen- 
erate a  lot  of  publicity  by  this  point  — 
the  original  decision  was  upheld. 

"We've  now  appealed  to  a  higher 
Departmental  Court,  but  it  may  take  a 
year  before  we  get  a  hearing.  I  imagine 
we'll  have  to  take  the  case  to  the  state 
level  before  we  get  any  kind  of  a  favour- 
able decision.  That  could  take  as  long  as 
four  years." 

In  spite  of  the  prospect  of  years  of 
legal  battles,  BlOmer  feels  positive  about 
the  case. 

"The  German  people  are  coming  to 
realize  that  the  police  are  a  dangerous 
force.  It  has  also  helped  generate  a  dis- 
cussion about  the  gay  movement  among 
straight  people.  The  discussion  has  even 
spread  to  other  issues.  The  question  of 
pedophilia,  for  example,  began  to  be 
discussed  in  both  the  Social  Democratic 
Party  and  the  Liberal  Party  after  all  the 
publicity.  I've  spoken  to  gay  organiza- 
tions and  party  organizations  across 
Germany  to  build  support.  We  had  a 
demonstration  in  Cologne  around  the 
issue  last  January." 

The  controversy  has  sparked  gay 
groups  in  neighbouring  European  coun- 
tries to  take  a  closer  look  at  police  pro- 
cedures in  their  own  countries.  Action 
by  Swiss  gays  in  Zurich  forced  that 
city's  police  to  publicly  destroy  similar 
lists  which  they  had  been  compiling. 
Sweden  struck  off  all  references  to 
homosexuality  from  its  computer 
records  of  citizens  in  September  1979  on 
the  insistence  of  gay  activists. 

For  now,  BlOmer  urges  gay  individ- 
uals and  organizations  to  send  protests 
to  West  German  embassies  and  con- 
sulates around  the  world.  German  gays 
will  continue  to  battle  through  the 
courts,  but  international  pressure  could 
help  force  the  government  to  release 
information  or  to  destroy  the  lists.  Even 
now,  police  activity  in  the  German  gay 
community  seems  to  have  decreased 
since  the  publicity  brought  the  question 
into  the  public  eye. 

The  German  gay  movement,  once  the 
most  important  in  Europe,  was  all  but 
wiped  out  by  the  state  and  its  police  in 
the  Thirties  and  Forties.  German  gays, 
and  gays  around  the  world,  cannot 
afford  to  risk  that  such  a  thing  might 
ever  happen  again.  D 
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Closet  burning 


Coming  out,  all  the  way  out,  is  offered 
more  and  more  as  the  political  solution 
to  our  oppression.  The  argument  goes 
that,  if  people  could  see  just  how  many 
of  us  there  are,  some  in  very  important 
places,  the  negative  stereotype  would 
vanish  overnight. 

Such  a  fantasy  must  occur  to  people 
young  enough  not  to  remember  the 
rounding  up  not  only  of  Jews  but  of 
homosexuals  in  Germany  during  World 
War  II,  inexperienced  enough  not  to 
have  witnessed  the  punishment  of  min- 
orities simply  because,  like  blacks  and 
Indians,  they  are  visible.  It  is  far  more 
realistic  to  suppose  that,  if  the  tenth  of 
the  population  that  is  gay  became  visi- 
ble tomorrow,  the  panic  of  the  majority 
of  people  would  inspire  repressive  legis- 
lation of  a  sort  that  would  shock  even 
the  pessimists  among  us. 

Since  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  such  a 
day  will  suddenly  come,  there  is  not 
much  point  in  feeling  fearful,  but  even 
as  an  ideal,  mass  coming  out  is  danger- 
ous. As  a  moral  club  to  threaten  people 
still  in  the  closet,  it  is  far  too  effective, 
for  most  people  who  aren't  in  a  position 
to  defend  their  own  rights  feel  wretched 
about  it  already.  It  is  neither  true  nor 
kind  to  suggest  that  their  silence  is  ne- 
cessarily part  of  our  oppression. 

The  ideal  must  be,  instead,  a  climate 
so  changed  that  there  is  really  no  danger 
even  for  the  most  vulnerable.  While 
those  of  us  who  can  afford  to,  and 
those  of  us  who  have  been  forced  or 
have  chosen  to,  can  make  sacrifices  to 
effect  those  changes  in  attitude  and  law, 
we  should  not  join  in  a  witchhunt  to  ex- 
pose others,  but  protect  and  reassure 
those  not  equipped  for  the  task. 

The  first  and  most  important  step  any 
gay  person  takes  is  accepting  that  sexual 
identity  is  something  not  only  natural 
but  potentially  joyful.  There  have  al- 
ways been  some  who  have  been  gay  and 
proud,  but  for  every  Natalie  Barney, 
there  have  been  many  more  Radclyffe 
Halls,  accepting  the  degrading  descrip- 
tions of  psychologists,  the  inevitable 
suffering,  and  a  need  for  pity.  They  gay 
liberation  movement,  taking  pages  from 
the  black  and  women's  movements,  has 
already  made  an  enormous  difference  to 
a  generation  of  urban  gay  people,  but 

still  to  be  reached  are  vast  numbers  of 
people  who  had  to  come  to  terms  with 

their  sexuality  alone  or  in  secret,  who 


still  suffer  guilt  or  shame.  For  many  of 
them,  the  support  they  need  for  self  ac- 
ceptance can't  come  from  the  gay  com- 
munity alone  but  must  include  the  un- 
derstanding of  parents,  husbands, 
wives,  children,  co-workers.  Until  we 
have  convinced  the  majority  of  people 
that  the  problem  really  is  homophobia, 
we  can't  substantially  help  those  most  in 
need. 

Contrary  to  some  activists'  scornful 
accusations,  no  closet,  however  richly 
furnished,  is  a  comfortable  place  to  live. 
Coming  out  for  many  people  would 
mean  what  it  has  for  John  Damien,  the 
loss  of  a  job  he  loved,  material  comfort 
and  security,  distress  for  his  family. 
What  he  has  now,  along  with  a  very  pre- 
carious life,  is  a  court  case  which  has  al- 
ready gone  on  for  years  and  may  last 
many  more  unless  it  is  finally  dismissed 
and  not  heard  at  all  because  of  financial 
pressures  even  John's  most  loyal  sup- 
porters can't  withstand.  That  John  has 
been  willing  to  make  such  sacrifices  for 
his  rights  and  ours  requires  hard  grati- 
tude from  us  all.  We  would  be  an  un- 
grateful community  indeed  not  to  give 
him  all  the  moral  and  financial  support 
we  can.  We  would  be  a  blindly  cruel 
community  to  ask  such  sacrifice  and 
dedication  of  everyone  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances. 

What  we  can  ask  of  those  who  can't 
openly  join  us  is  the  kind  of  help  that  is 
possible  for  them  to  offer:  out  of  fear, 
out  of  self  protection,  never  betray  oth- 
ers as  a  way  of  establishing  your  own  in- 
nocence, either  by  frankly  exposing 
them  or  by  telling  or  laughing  at  homo- 
phobic jokes.  Support,  anonymously  if 
necessary,  all  cases  for  homosexual 
rights  before  the  courts,  whether  the 
issue  is  child  custody  or  freedom  of  the 
press.  Tithe,  not  in  guilt  but  in  hope,  a 
tenth  of  your  salary  to  the  people  who, 
by  temperament  and  position,  are  able 
to  work  in  the  open  for  a  time  when  it 
will  also  be  possible  for  you. 

Finally,  don't  be  apprehensive  for 
those  of  us  vulnerable  to  the  backlash 
you  anticipate  as  inevitable.  We  have 
burned  our  closets  behind  us,  it's  true. 
But  the  only  thing  we  destroyed  was 
shame.  Some  of  us  may  face  bankrupt- 
cy or  jail,  but  no  power  on  earth  can 
destroy  our  proud  self-respect,  which 
we  keep  also  in  trust  for  you. ID 
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NOVEMBER  1980 


THE  BODY  POLITIC/21 


The  year  is  1950.  In  Toronto, 
there  are  a  lot  of  gay  people  but 
not  a  lot  of  places  for  them  to  go 
—  a  handful  of  bars  where  par- 
ticular comers  are  congenial  at 
particular  times  of  day;  a  few  bath  houses 
where  things  are  known  to  go  on.  There's 
action  in  some  of  the  parks. 

And  there  are  parties;  friends  and 
friends  of  friends  gathering  in  comfort- 
able houses  or  cramped  apartments  to 
drink  and  talk  and  check  out  the  as- 
sembled company.  And  as  usually  hap- 
pens at  parties  —  good  parties,  anyway 
—  the  crowds  jostle  and  sift  until  at  last  a 
handful  of  people  wind  up  in  the  kitchen 
talking  politics.  Invariably,  a  young  man 
named  George  Hislop  finds  himself  con- 
templating the  problems  of  gay  people 
while  propped  against  somebody's  stove. 

"Even  in  the  early  Fifties,  there  were 
radical  gays,"  Hislop  recalls.  "I'd  go  to 
parties  not  to  pick  somebody  up,  but  just 
to  talk.  I  remember  that,  even  then,  the 
thing  that  bothered  us  most  was  the 
world's  perception  of  us  as  compared  to 
our  perception  of  ourselves.  We  knew 
we  had  to  focus  our  energy  collec- 


tively, that  we  had  to  have  some  sort  of 
organization.  I  was  bitten  by  the  bug,  but 
people  kept  resisting.  I  could  never 
understand  why  gays  resisted  the  gay 
liberation  movement." 

There  may  have  been  gay  radicals  in 
Toronto  in  the  1950's,  but  there  was  no 
gay  organization  until  1969,  when  the 
University  of  Toronto  Homophile  Associ- 
ation was  founded.  George  Hislop  was 
involved,  and  a  few  months  later  helped 
start  the  Community  Homophile  Associa- 
tion of  Toronto  —  CHAT,  the  organiza- 
tion that  was  to  become  the  umbrella  for 
almost  all  gay  activism  in  the  city  in  the 
early  70s. 

A  few  years  later,  the  Community  Page 
of  The  Body  Politic  listed  dozens  of  gay 
groups,  and  today  George  Hislop  finds 
himself  in  the  thick  of  an  election  cam- 
paign as  the  first  openly  gay  Canadian  to 
seek  municipal  office.  Why?  "I'm  run- 
ning because  I  was  asked,  because  enough 
people  argued  that  this  is  the  time,  Toron- 
to's the  place,  and  I'm  the  person." 

Since  last  April,  when  Hislop  accepted 
the  nomination  for  alderman  in  Ward  6, 
the  media  have  had  a  field  day  with  the 


"gay  issue,"  whatever  that  is.  "I'm  the 
most  interesting  thing  happening  in  this 
campaign,"  Hislop  proudly  confesses, 
and  so  he  is,  at  least  to  date.  Ironically,  in 
a  city  once  bristling  with  anti-developer, 
anti-expressway  activists,  a  city  which  has 
elected  two  reform-minded  mayors  in  the 
last  eight  years,  it  has  lately  seemed  that 
only  political  diehards  and  people  freak- 
ing out  about  late-night  garbage  collec- 
tion really  give  a  damn  about  municipal 
pohtics.  But  this  year,  Hislop  is  giving 
Torontonians  cause  to  perk  up  and  take 
notice  of  city  politics.  And  the  gay 
community. 

A  Toronto  Sun  editorial  claims  "there 
is  no  doubt  that  Toronto  is  becoming  the 
San  Francisco  of  Canada  as  a  mecca  for 
homosexuals."  Sun  columnist  Claire  Hoy 
thinks  that  Mayor  John  Sewell  has  leapt 
into  bed  with  Hislop,  "figuratively  speak- 
ing," he  adds  coyly.  Others  have  referred 
to  Sewell  and  Hislop  as  "the  odd  couple." 
Mayoral  candidate  Art  Eggleton  suggests 
that  gays  will  hold  "a  mortgage  on  the 
mayor's  office"  if  Hislop  is  elected.  And 
all  of  a  sudden  the  press  is  proclaiming 
that  there  are  300,000  homosexuals  in 


Toronto  who  used  to  be  passive,  but  who 
are  now  being  converted  into  a  "unified 
pressure  group"  at  the  urging  of 
"militants"  like  Hislop. 

For  better  or  worse,  Hislop's  campaign 
has  thrust  Toronto's  gay  community  onto 
centre  stage.  For  what?  What  does  the 
community  have  to  gain,  really,  by  hav- 
ing an  openly  gay  alderman  at  City  Hall? 
Are  there  hidden  risks  in  this  election? 
Why  is  1980  "the  time,"  and  why  is 
George  Hislop  "the  person"? 

I  have  met  George  Hislop  on  several 
occasions  and  have  always  found  him  af- 
fable and  approachable.  In  fact,  if  one 
had  to  find  two  words  to  describe 
George,  they  might  well  be  "good  ol'." 
However,  when  we  got  together  to  tape 
this  interview  at  Crispin's  Restaurant,  the 
man  sitting  across  from  me  was  not  good 
ol'  George.  He  had  just  spent  several 
hours  canvassing  a  Portuguese  neigh- 
bourhood and  he  seemed  tired,  though  he 
claimed  not  to  be.  I  had  expected  an  in- 
terview chock  full  of  humour,  but  instead 
received  a  sober  assessment  of  the  cam- 
paign, the  community  —  and  the 
candidate. 


The  man  in  the  aider, 


"I  don't  think  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
gay  issues,"  says  Hislop,  referring  of 
course  to  the  municipal  level  of  politics. 
Then  what's  the  point  of  having  a  gay 
alderman?  "Visibility,"  he  responds. 
"Since  day  one  of  the  current  era  of  gay 
liberation,  we've  stressed  the  need  to 
come  out  of  the  closet,  to  be  visible.  By 
being  out,  we  are  no  longer  perceived  as  a 
mystery  or  a  threat.  By  not  being  judged 
solely  in  terms  of  our  sexuality,  we  regain 
our  humanity." 

Which  isn't  to  say,  however,  that  there 
aren't  issues  here  that  touch  the  lives  of  les- 
bians and  gay  men.  City  Hall  is  responsi- 
ble for  the  administration  of  welfare,  for 
instance,  as  well  as  non-profit  housing 
and  daycare.  Hislop  believes  that  lesbian 
mothers  are  being  discriminated  against 
in  public  housing  developments,  as  are 
single  mothers  generally.  Police  relations 
are  another  big  issue.  Hislop  points  out 
that  seven  of  the  nine  people  killed  by 
policemen  in  the  last  two  years  were 
members  of  minority  groups.  He  feels 
that  gay  people  —  gay  men  in  particular 
—  are  being  singled  out  for  special 
treatment. 


"Recently  a  man  was  arrested  for  alleg- 
edly masturbating  in  a  washroom  in  the 
shopping  plaza  at  Wilson  Avenue  and 
Jane  Street,  at  the  Miracle  Mart  where 
there  is  a  'glory  hole.'  To  get  that  arrest, 
the  police  used  no  fewer  than  four  plain- 
clothes cops  and  two  cruisers.  The  most 
effective  argument  we  used  in  getting  the 
police  out  of  Trinity-Bellwoods  Park  was 
to  point  out  that  the  Parkdale  Merchants' 
Association  was  screaming  that  their 
stores  were  being  broken  into.  The  cops 
responded  that  they  were  short  of  man- 
power, but  at  the  same  time,  14  Division 
had  quite  a  few  plainclothes  officers 
roeuning  around  the  Park.  Businessmen 
don't  care  what  people  are  doing  in  the 
park  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  when 
their  stores  are  being  burglarized. 

"We  —  Peter  Maloney  and  I  —  went  to 
the  police  budget  subcommittee  to  find 
out  exactly  how  they're  spending  their 
money.  The  budgets  they  normally  pre- 
sent list  salaries  in  one  line,  even  though 
salaries  make  up  94%  of  the  total.  We 
wanted  to  know  the  breakdown  —  how 
much  of  a  police  officer's  time  is  spent  on 
traffic  as  opposed  to  homocide.  We're  in- 


terested in  how  much  energy  they  spend 
on  busting  gays  in  the  parks  or  peeping  in 
public  washrooms." 

This  August,  the  police  used  their  guns 
to  arrest  five  men  gathered  in  the  dark  of 
David  Balfour  Park.  One  officer,  shout- 
ing, "Anybody  who  moves  gets  shot!" 
sent  his  victims  sprawling  onto  their 
stomachs  as  he  fired  two  warning  blasts 
into  the  ground. 

"The  thing  that  irritates  me  most  about 
the  sex-in-the-parks  issue,"  says  Hislop, 
"is  the  police's  double  standard.  Can  you 
imagine  the  hue  and  cry  if  they'd  gone  in- 
to a  straight  lovers'  lane,  drew  their  guns 
and  threatened  to  blow  people's  heads 
off?" 

Even  if  there  are  no  exclusively  gay  is- 
sues in  this  campaign,  it  is  clear  that  the 
concerns  of  the  gay  community  were  up- 
permost in  Hislop' s  mind  when  he  decid- 
ed to  run  for  alderman.  It  would  be  a 
mistake,  however,  to  assume  that  he  is  a 
one-issue  candidate.  In  his  nomination 
speech  to  the  Association  of  Gay  Electors 
(AGE),  12  of  the  14  pages  of  text  dealt  in 
detail  with  issues  not  specifically  related 
to  gay  people,  issues  ranging  from  public 


transportation,  the  fate  of  the  homes  on 
Toronto  Island,  the  Island  STOL  airport 
and  waterfront  development  to  job  crea- 
tion and  outdoor  cafes. 

"I'm  not  the  gay  candidate,  but  the 
candidate  who  happens  to  be  gay," 
Hislop  has  said  repeatedly,  but  he  hasn't 
received  much  help  from  the  press  in  pro- 
moting a  multi-dimensional  image.  They 
keep  asking  him  if  Toronto  is  becoming 
like  San  Francisco  —  apparently  forget- 
ting that  the  dreaded  gay  Nirvana  has 
one,  count  'em,  one,  gay  supervisor  —  or 
about  his  alliance  with  Mayor  Sewell. 
When  Hislop  does  manage  to  get  in  a 
word  about  other  issues,  the  media  faith- 
fully edit  it  out  of  their  stories. 

"They  can't  talk  about  my  sexuality 
for  the  next  two  months,"  Hislop  has 
said.  "Eventually,  people  are  going  to 
say,  'Well,  we  know  he's  gay,  we've 
known  that  for  ten  years.  What  the  hell 
else  is  new?  What's  he  going  to  do?  Why 
should  we  vote  for  him?'  In  effect,  I'm 
saying,  'I'm  George  Hislop  and  I'm  gay. 
If  you  have  a  problem  with  that,  let's  get 
it  out  of  the  way  now.' 

Hislop  refers  to  his  campaign  as  "dou- 
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ble-barrelled"  —  he's  running  two 
parallel  campaigns.  Yet  he  denies  that 
he  has  a  separate  strategy  for  gay  vo- 
ters. Hislop  is  in  the  enviable  —  or  per- 
haps unenviable  —  position  of  being  the 
nominee  of  both  the  Association  of  Gay 
Electors  and  the  Ward  6  Community 
Organization  (W6CO).  This  dual  nomi- 
nation is  the  essence  of  the  double-bar- 
relled campaign.  The  W6CO  holds  a 
progressive  stance  on  numerous  political 
issues,  including  sexual  orientation. 
AGE  was  formed  to  monitor  the  records 
of  politicians  on  gay  issues  and  to  pro- 
vide  a  focus  for  gay  participation  in 
electoral  politics.  Whether  or  not  AGE 
is  otherwise  "progressive,"  its  aim  right 
now  is  getting  an  openly  gay  persoq 
elected  to  City  Council. 

Even  though  Hislop  has  undertaken 
to  be  accountable  to  both  organiza- 
tions, he  doesn't  anticipate  any  conflict, 
supposedly  because  the  concerns  of  the 
gay  community  are  not  at  variance  with 
the  interests  of  straight  progressives  in 
Ward  6.  However,  given  Hislop's  nar- 
row definition  of  accountability,  there's 
not  likely  to  be  much  conflict  even  if 
these  two  constituencies  can't  reach  a 
consensus. 

"Our  office  will  always  be  open.  Ac- 
countability necessitates  access  to  the 
office,  to  the  alderman.  Also,  once  a 
year,  the  W6CO  holds  a  public  meeting 
where  a  report  is  given  on  the  activities 
of  the  year  and  the  alderman  can  be 
questioned  on  his  or  her  performance. 
The  final  accountability  is  the  ballot 
box  —  I've  been  nominated  by  two  or- 
ganizations, and  they  can  withdraw 
their  support  at  the  next  election." 

Hislop  was  unenthusiastic  about  the 
idea  of  initiating  meetings  with  the  gay 
community  if  an  urgent  issue  arose. 
"The  major  consideration  is  time,"  he 
noted.  "One  of  the  responsibiHties  of 
the  office  is  to  be  able  to  apply  judg- 
ment and  act  swiftly.  I  think  I've  been 
around  long  enough  to  be  able  to  make 
assessments.  In  politics,  there's  always  a 
confiict  between  offering  leadership  and 
doing  what's  most  popular.  I  really 
don't  admire  people  who  are  supposed 
to  lead,  but  don't.  If  accountabiHty 
means  taking  directions  from  a  group  of 
people,  screw  that.  I'm  not  going  to  be 


anyone's  puppet.  I'm  not  built  that 
way." 

On  first  blush  it  seems  strange  that 
someone  who  accepts  the  nomination  of 
a  gay  organization  (which,  incidentally, 
has  an  open  membership)  would  feel 
himself  no  more  accountable  to  that 
group  than  to  any  other  group  in  the 
Ward.  Perhaps  the  explanation  lies  in 
the  fact  that  Hislop  doesn't  view  him- 
self as  a  representative  of  the  gay  com- 
munity —  notwithstanding  that  a  col- 
umnist in  the  Toronto  Star  once  refer- 
red to  him  as  "the  unofficial  mayor  of 
Toronto's  gay  community." 

"I've  always  maintained  that  I  repre- 
sent myself  —  and  anybody  else  who 
wants  to  jump  on  the  bandwagon.  No 
one  can  fairly  represent  the  entire  com- 
munity." 

Hislop  has  also  tried  to  minimize 
his  image  as  Toronto's  sole  gay 
spokesperson  by  limiting  his  par- 
ticipation in  certain  organiza- 
tions or  causes.  For  example,  he 
stayed  away  from  Board  of  Education 
meetings  that  discussed  the  establish- 
ment of  a  gay  liaison  committee  with 
the  Board.  "We  have  to  be  seen  to  have 
a  wide  range  of  people  involved  in  var- 
ious aspects  of  gay  politics  in  order  to 
prevent  the  media  from  homing  in  on 
one  or  two  people  all  the  time.  Straights 
don't  perceive  our  diversity,  don't  see 
that,  just  like  any  other  community,  we 
have  arguments  over  priorities  and 
approaches." 

It's  not  only  heterosexuals,  however, 
who  perceive  George  Hislop  as  the  voice 
of  the  gay  community.  Many  gay  people 
who  are  not  politically  active,  which  are 
most,  make  the  same  mistake.  "The 
other  night,"  Hislop  relates,  "a  guy 
came  up  to  me  at  Buddy's  and  said  ra- 
ther sarcastically,  'Thanks  a  lot  for  clo- 
sing Scarborough  Beach.'  I  looked  at 
him  and  asked,  'What  is  Scarborough 
Beach?'  'Well,  you  should  know',  he 
said.  'Nobody's  there  now.'  So  I  think, 
what  have  I  done  this  time?  It  turned 
out  that  in  a  Toronto  Star  article  on 
gays,  in  which  my  picture  was  promin- 
ently displayed,  somebody  mentioned 
Scarborough  Beach.  Apparently  it's  not 
as  popular  as  Hanlan's  Point  or  Balfour 
Park,  but  there's  action  there.  I  asked 


the  guy,  'Well,  have  the  police  been 
there  or  anything?'  'No,  there's  just  no- 
body there.' 

"I  said,  'Well,  you  know,  it  is  getting 
a  Httle  late  in  the  season  for  beaches.' 
But  I'm  sure  this  guy  is  the  type  who'd 
be  down  there  with  a  snowplow." 

If  George  Hislop  finds  the  "unoffi- 
cial mayor"  label  irritating,  so  do  a  lot 
of  politically  active  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  think  Hislop  is  too  conserva- 
tive, business-oriented  or  non-feminist. 
Lesbian-feminists  have  expressed  reser- 
vations about  his  campaign,  and  some 
have  cited  his  association  with  the  Bar- 
racks —  a  gay  men's  bath  —  as  a  rea- 
son for  not  supporting  him  in  this  elec- 
tion. Presumably,  gay  baths  epitomize 
non-feminist  objectification  of  sex. 

Hislop  disagrees.  "The  reason  why 
gay  baths  are  so  successful  is  that  the 
guys  come  with  a  conditioned  respect 
for  each  other.  There's  a  degree  of 
equality  that  doesn't  exist  with  hetero- 
sexuals. Straight  men  believe  they  have 
a  divine  right  to  get  laid,  and  women  are 
there  for  that  purpose.  If  a  gay  man 
says  no,  you  might  push  a  little,  but 
generally  you  respect  his  right  to  reject 
you." 

Then  why  aren't  there  lesbian  baths, 
and  why  don't  we  find  lesbians  cruising 
in  the  parks?  "I  don't  think  it  has  much 
to  do  with  sex.  It's  got  more  to  do  with 
violence.  If  the  parks  were  as  safe  for 
women  at  night  as  they  are  for  men,  I 
wouldn't  be  surprised  to  see  them  cruis- 
ing there.  Any  other  restraints  that  exist 
are  learned;  I  think  women  are  taught 
to  view  sex  differently  than  men  do." 

Hislop  is  on  the  record  as  favouring 
Yonge  Street  improvements,  by  which 
he  means  street  amenities  rather  than 
controlling  porn  shops,  movie  theatres 
and  strip  joints.  According  to  Hislop, 
most  of  these  have  relocated  or  closed 
since  the  recent  clean-up  of  the  Strip. 
Still,  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  often 


differed  over  censorship.  The  issue 
often  arises  when  movies  that  exploit  vi- 
olence against  women  —  such  as  Snuff 
—  surface.  Hislop  opposes  censorship, 
but  adds,  "If  there  is  censorship,  I'm 
bothered  that  sex  is  seen  as  a  greater 
threat  than  violence.  The  type  of  cen- 
sorship that  Women  Against  Violence 
Against  Women  imposed  on  Snuff — 
protesting  at  the  theatre  the  way  gays 
did  at  Cruising  —  is  the  best  way  of 
dealing  with  the  issue. 

"I  think  the  less  law  we  have,  the  bet- 
ter, because  sometimes  when  they  pass 
laws  to  govern  one  set  of  circumstances, 
you  find  them  magically  being  applied 
to  another  set  of  circumstances  in  ways 
that  you  hadn't  thought  about  or  fore- 
seen." 

Feminist  objections  to  Hislop's  cam- 
paign must  be  treated  cautiously:  they 
apply  equally  well  to  the  gay  movement 
in  general,  for  which  Hislop  alone  can- 
not be  made  answerable. 

Hislop's  business  associations,  how- 
ever, are  of  greater  concern  to  some 
gays,  if  only  because  of  the  anti- 
establishment  thrust  of  gay  Hberation. 

Hislop  is  a  co-founder  of  the  Toronto 
Lambda  Business  Council,  yet  his  cam- 
paign literature  emphasizes  certain 
unionizing  experiences  in  his  youth, 
when  he  was  involved  as  an  actor  with 
the  Labour  Arts  Guild.  I  asked  him  how 
the  council  would  feel  —  and  how  he 
would  feel  —  if  the  employees  of  gay 
business  establishments  tried  to  union- 
ize. 

"If  they  wanted  to  unionize,  I'd  sup- 
port that,"  he  answers,  but  then  re- 
flects, "I'm  amazed  that  people  attach 
much  significance  to  things  I  did  35 
years  ago.  When  they  write  this  cam- 
paign bumpf  they  want  to  put  in  every- 
thing because  it  might  grab  some  person 
somewhere.  I'm  surprised  they  didn't 
say  I'm  a  lapsed  Presbyterian  in  the 
hope  that  the  Presbyterians  will  think 
'Gee,  maybe  we  can  lure  him  back  into 
the  fold!'" 


I  WAS  NEVER  TRAUMATIZED  ABOUT  IT... 

George  Hislop  remembers  being  attracted  to  men  since  he  was  '  'quite  young,  you 
know,  in  puberty.  "Born  in  the  Toronto  suburb  of  Swansea  in  1927,  Hislop  became  in- 
volved in  drama  in  the  early  50s  and  was  associated  with  the  politically  active  Labour 
Arts  Guild. 

He  met  his  lover  Ron  Shearer  on  the  beach  at  Hanlan  's  Point  in  1958.  '  7  thought  he 
was  a  piece  of  driftwood,  he  was  so  skinny. ' '  George 's  decision  to  run  for  office  wasn  't 
made  until  after  a  lot  of  consultation  with  Ron.  '  'Decisions  that  affect  my  personal  life 
also  affect  his, ' '  says  George.  '  'Of  course  we  discussed  my  candidacy,  and  his  main 
concern  was  my  well-being. ' ' 

Below  a  passport  photo  from  the  early  50s 

Right  A  publicity  shot  from  Hislop 's  acting  days, 

around  1955 

Far  right  Another  1955  shot,  this  one  inscribed 

by  George  in  1958  lor  his  new  friend.  Ron 

Shearer 
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Hislop,  who  with  his  lover  Ron 
Shearer  owns  15%  of  Crispin's  £ind 
Buddy's,  resents  the  implication  that,  as 
a  small  businessman,  he  must  by  defini- 
tion be  a  conservative.  "Some  people 
talk  about  gay  business  as  if  it  were 
General  Motors,  for  Christ  sake.  Cris- 
pin's is  the  culmination  of  a  lot  of  peo- 
ple's life  savings.  A  lot  of  money  was 
put  into  it,  but  that  doesn't  mean 
we're  making  money.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  we're  not. 

"In  some  ways,  we're  a  co-operative. 
In  small  business,  you  have  a  much  clo- 
ser relationship  with  employees.  I  think 
of  these  people  as  working  with  us,  not 
for  us.  They  get  personally  involved  and 
take  a  proprietary  interest  in  the  way 
things  are  run." 

Hislop's  dilemma  —  being  perceived 
on  the  one  hand  as  a  faggot  radical  by 
straights  (and  as  a  radical,  period  by 
most  gays),  and  on  the  other  hand  as  a 
conservative  by  more  political  gay  peo- 
ple —  really  has  little  to  do  with 
Hislop  himself.  Rather,  it  is  the  dilem- 
ma of  everyone  who  has  a  high  profile 
in  a  "protest"  movement.  "It  amuses 
me  when  gay  people  talk  about  me  as 
that  wild-eyed,  radicjil  man  who's  rock- 
ing their  boat,"  says  Hislop.  "And  the 
political  gays  view  me  as  a  reformist. 
I've  lived  with  this  for  ten  years.  But, 
basically,  I  think  I  have  the  support  of  a 
wider  section  of  the  gay  community 
than  in  the  early  Seventies,  when  the 
most  timid  and  conservative  thought  I 
was  dangerous.  And  the  political  gays 
aren't  as  hostile  as  they  used  to  be. 

"Still,  there's  someone  who  writes 
'Vote  Hislop'  on  the  blackboard  at 
Buddy's  and  someone  else  who  scribbles 
in  'Opportunist'  beside  it.  It  happens 
just  about  every  day." 

Does  that  bother  him?  "No.  If  any- 
thing, I'm  not  opportunistic  enough.  I 
drive  some  of  my  organizers  mad.  If  I 
were  the  ideal  candidate,  I'd  be  covered 
in  buttons  and  out  there  banging  on 
every  door.  But  I'm  embarrassed  to  do 
that.  What  right  do  I  have  to  go  out  and 
knock  on  someone's  door  and  interrupt 
their  dinner  or  their  television  to  ask 
them  to  vote  for  me?" 

Canvassing  wasn't  the  only  thing 
Hislop  dreaded  when  he  decided  to  run 
for  alderman.  Having  sat  as  a  member 


of  the  Municipal  Planning  Board,  he 
knows  how  dreary  committees  and 
meetings  can  be.  "I  thought  to  myself, 
do  I  really  want  to  spend  my  days  doing 
this?  But  we  have  such  a  heavy  invest- 
ment in  the  movement.  I've  become  a 
prisoner  of  it;  I've  spent  so  much  time 
working  for  it  and  the  work's  not  finish- 
ed yet.  I  can't  walk  away  from  it  now." 
Was  George  Hislop  dragged  into  this 
campaign  kicking  and  screaming?  Ob- 
viously not.  Yet  there  is  conviction  in 
his  voice  when  he  says  that  he's  running 
because  friends  urged  him  to,  saying 
that  this  is  the  right  time,  Toronto's  the 
place  and  he  is  the  person.  He  is  the  per- 
son; no  other  gay  man  or  woman  in  the 
city  can  surpass  his  high  profile,  his 
contacts  at  City  Hall  or  his  experience 
and  interest  in  municipal  affairs.  And 
Toronto  is  the  place,  if  there  is  any  city 
in  Canada  that  can  elect  a  gay  civic 
official. 

But  does  it  really  matter  if  we  have 
the  candidate  and  the  ward  if  the 
movement  and  the  gay  communi- 
ty aren't  ready  for  electoral 
politics?  Does  the  community 
win  if  Hislop  wins?  And  what  if  he 
loses? 

Election  campaigns  of  any  sort  have  a 
symbolic  importance  way  out  of  pro- 
portion to  their  actual  significance. 
Take  "gay  clout,"  for  example.  For 
years,  the  media  have  commented  on  it, 
politicians  have  worried  about  it  and 
gay  people  have  boasted  about  it.  Mar- 
garet Campbell,  Liberjil  member  of  the 
Ontario  legislature  for  the  downtown  ri- 
ding of  St.  George,  is  supposedly  elect- 
ed by  virtue  of  gay  support.  And  it  must 
have  been  in  the  minds  of  members  of 
the  Ward  6  Community  Organization 
that  Hislop  could  deliver  the  gay  vote. 
If  he  gets  creamed  in  this  election,  gay 
clout  could  be  dismissed  as  a  myth. 

"When  we  first  considered  running 
an  openly  gay  candidate,  we  decided 
that,  if  we  were  going  to  get  into  it, 
we'd  have  to  have  a  good  chance  of 
winning,"  Hislop  notes.  "We  can  lose, 
but  only  by  a  little  bit.  People  will  let  us 
come  back  and  fight  again  if  we  lose 
only  by  a  small  margin.  But  if  we  lose 
by  a  country  mile,  there  goes  our 
credibility." 


Hence  the  problem  with  symbols.  It 
just  may  be  that,  in  terms  of  electoral 
strength,  we  can't  deliver  the  votes  even 
where  we  have  the  numbers.  But  that 
wouldn't  necessarily  mean  that  the  gay 
community  was  totally  disorganized  or 
powerless.  Likewise,  the  significance  at- 
tached to  winning  is  completely  out  of 
whack  with  reality.  There  is  a  risk  that 
gay  people  will  lose  interest  in  commun- 
ity building  when  they  can  "let  George 
do  it,"  assuming  that  one  man  at  City 
Hall  can  magically  meet  the  needs  that 
we  have  seen  up  to  now  as  a  collective 
responsibility. 

Heterosexuals,  on  the  other  hand, 
may  accept  the  media  myth  of  Toron- 
to's gay  community  as  a  well-tuned 
political  machine,  thundering  through 
the  corridors  of  City  Hall  and  headed 
straight  for  the  mayor's  office. 

The  press  has  given  great  play  to  the 
controversial  Sewell-Hislop  alliance, 
which  some  observers  have  speculated 
may  result  in  a  Hislop  victory  and  a 
Sewell  defeat.  Gaining  a  gay  alderman 
may  not  be  worth  the  loss  of  a  mayor 
who  has  vigorously  supported  gay 
rights.  Hislop,  however,  rejects  this 
scenario. 

"The  Sewell-Hislop  alliance  is  mutu- 
ally advantageous.  Sewell's  campaign 
will  be  won  or  lost  in  North  Toronto; 
he's  strong  in  the  centre  and  east,  but 
weak  in  the  west.  Our  canvassers  will  be 
carrying  Sewell's  literature  in  Ward  6  so 
that  his  workers  can  pour  their  energy 
into  North  Toronto. 

"A  lot  of  gays  seem  really  gratified 
that  Sewell  is  supporting  us.  I  think  it's 
equally  wonderful  that  we're  supporting 
Sewell.  We  have  political  power,  we 
have  clout.  We're  helping  John  as  much 
as  he's  helping  us.  We  don't  have  to  be 
grateful  because  we're  giving  as  much  as 
we're  getting." 

Hislop  is  extremely  confident  of  vic- 
tory, but  says  he  won't  be  devastated  on 
a  personal  level  if  he  loses.  "But  I'll  be 
disappointed  in  us.  My  biggest  enemy  is 
not  the  anti-gay  vote  or  even  Ken 
Campbell.  It's  complacency.  A  lot  of 
gay  people  think  we're  going  to  win, 
and  if  it's  a  rainy  day  some  of  them  will 
say,  'Well,  I  don't  have  to  vote;  he'll 
win  anyway.'  I  can  be  defeated  by  that 
attitude.  You  can  lose  by  one  vote. 


"We're  so  much  more  self-confident 
now,  and  that's  frustrating  in  a  sense. 
There's  a  parallel  between  the  labour 
movement  and  the  gay  movement:  it's 
frustrating  for  someone  who's  worked 
hard  organizing  to  have  new  employees 
come  along  and  take  all  that  work  for 
granted.  It's  the  same  with  some 
younger  gays.  They  ask,  'Why  did  you 
put  up  with  all  that  bullshit?'  They 
take,  they  harvest.  Which  is  fine,  of 
course,  because  that's  really  what  it's  all 
about." 

The  harvest.  Hislop  views  this  elec- 
tion as  the  culmination  of  years  of  work 

—  his  work  and  that  of  others  —  in  the 
gay  movement.  Hislop  has  been  there 
since  the  beginning  and  he  is,  for  lack  of 
a  better  phrase,  the  perennial  optimist. 
He  believes  that  life  for  gay  people  can- 
not help  but  get  better,  that  we  are  not 
simply  on  the  upward  swing  of  the 
pendulum. 

The  young  George  Hislop  who,  30 
years  ago,  sat  around  in  people's  kit- 
chens and  talked  about  the  need  to  or- 
ganize, the  need  to  come  out,  envisaged 
the  day  when  he  could  say  "I'm  gay," 
and  people  would  respond,  "So  what?" 
That  day  is  not  here  yet,  but  Hislop  is 
confident  that  we  will  live  to  see  it.  The 
same  young  man  could  never  have  an- 
ticipated that,  in  1980,  he  would  be  run- 
ning for  alderman  and  knocking  on 
strangers'  doors  —  that  he  would  have 
become,  in  his  own  words,  a  prisoner  of 
the  movement  he  helped  create. 

And  yet,  when  I  heard  Hislop  talk 
about  daycare  and  public  housing,  I 
couldn't  help  but  feel  that  he  is  not  the 
prisoner  he  thinks  he  is.  Whatever  gay 
spirit  that  initally  motivated  him  to  seek 
public  office  has  been  tempered,  in  the 
long  months  of  campaigning,  with  a 
broader  concern  for  the  residents  of 
downtown  Toronto. 

It's  my  guess  —  and  it's  only  a  guess 

—  that  the  gay  community  may  exper- 
ience disappointment  with  George 
Hislop  the  alderman,  disappointment 
rooted  in  an  unrealistic  expectation  of 
what  a  gay  alderman  should  be. 

However,  it's  also  my  guess  that,  if 
Hislop  is  elected,  heterosexuals  in  Ward 

6  are  in  for  a  pleasant  surprise,  u 

Val  Edwards  is  a  third-year  law  student 
at  the  University  of  Toronto. 


Small  photos,  far  lelt:  George  and  Ron 
outside  their  first  apartment,  at 
Sussex  and  Huron,  in  1958. 
Large  photo,  far  left:  Hislop  with 
friends  on  the  beach  at  Hanlan  s  Point 
in  the  early  60s 
Left:  A  shot  taken  for  the  1972 
Maclean  s  magazine  article. 
"Couples  " 

Below:  Ron  with  George  at  a  fundrais- 
ing  event  for  the  campaign,  1980 
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NAKED 
CAME  THE 
FORMALIST 

by  Michael  Lynch 


If  you've  ever  seen  a  display  ad  for 
Dudes,  the  Toronto  bar,  you're 
already  acquainted  with  David 
Aldrich's  drawing.  One  of  its  two 
humpy  clones  lounges  back  shirtless 
on  his  elbows,  looking  straight  at  you  in 
the  best  of  titillating  come-ons.  His 
thumbs  lucked  into  his  jeans  near  the 
fly,  the  fly  is  already  opened  at  the  top. 

The  other  wears  short  shorts  and  a 
skin-like  tanktop.  Workboots.  His  bum 
is  provocatively  facing  us,  his  left  leg 
propped  on  an  invisible  rest  near  the  in- 
side knee  of  the  first  man.  So  near  that 
it's  touching. 

There's  a  narrative  there.  The  men 
are  touching.  The  men  are  clothed.  The 
men  are  erotic.  It  is  David's  only  ven- 
ture into  commercial  art,  and  in  all  four 
respects  it  is  unlike  the  rest  of  his  work. 
In  his  other  drawings  the  men  never 
touch,  are  never  clothed,  and  never,  or 
almost  never,  suggest  a  plot  or  sexual 
teasing. 
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It  is  like  his  others,  though,  in  being  a 
pencil  drawing  in  the  classical  style:  fine 
surface  modelling  to  convince  the  eye 
that  the  paper's  two  dimensions  are 
really  three,  that  real  mass  occupies  real 
space. 

Although  he  has  shown  several  times 
in  Toronto  in  the  astonishingly  few 
years  since  he  began  drawing  seriously 
—  he  counts  just  three  years  at  it  — 
Aldrich  has  not  yet  found  his  audience. 
He  attributes  this  to  the  particular 
swath  he  is  cutting  for  himself  in  the 
world  of  the  male  nude  in  art:  "Not 
nice  enough  for  the  living  room,  not 
titillating  enough  for  the  bedroom." 
But  he  has  found  a  dealer  in  New  York 
convinced  enough  by  his  skill  and  intent 
to  give  him  his  first  New  York  showing. 
Just  after  Labour  Day,  a  group  show  at 
the  lower  Broadway  Robert  Samuel 
Gallery  opened  including  a  number  of 
drawings  by  David  Aldrich.  The  Samuel 
Gallery  has  distinguished  itself  in  recent 


years  by  being  the  only  "serious"  gal- 
lery in  the  New  York  art  business  to 
concentrate  on  the  male  nude. 

Last  summer  I  modelled  for  one  of 
the  drawings  David  was  submitting  to 
the  show,  and  we  began  talking  then 
about  his  work.  Sitting  naked  for  three 
hour  sessions  in  an  old  icebox  was  not 
ultimately  my  idea  of  comfort,  so  I  was 
glad  to  move  to  a  more  relaxed  —  and 
warmer  —  setting  recently  to  continue 
the  conversation. 

"The  last  of  the  great  artistic 
taboos,"  he  tells  me,  "is  dealing  with 
the  male  form  not  sexually,  not  narra- 
tively, but  simply  as  form.  I  want  to  see 
the  male  body  not  as  dirty,  nor  as  clean, 
but  simply  as  form." 

I  ask  him  to  choose  his  best  drawing 
and  tell  me  more  about  what  this 
means.  He  immediately  shows  me  the 
one  above.  "The  two  figures  in  this  one 
suggest  no  story,  no  political  meaning. 


no  sexual  meaning.  The  bodies,  like  the 
fioor  and  the  chairs,  are  there  as  forms. 
I  like  the  rhythm  of  the  lines  in  this  one, 
the  crossing  of  arms,  the  formal  tension 
of  the  lines  and  perspective.  I  like  the 
way  the  softness  of  the  flesh  plays 
against  the  hardness  of  the  chrome. 
While  the  figures  are  vivid,  they're  liv- 
ing (unlike  the  chairs  and  the  floor), 
there's  no  personality  in  them,  no  im- 
plied story  to  distract  us  from  the  life 
within  the  form." 

"The  bodies  are  equal  to  the  chairs. 
They  are  live  forms,  while  the  chairs  are 
dead,  but  they're  equally  part  of  the 
composition." 

Has  he  robbed  them  of  their  human- 
ity? "I  don't  think  so.  My  figures  have 
maintained  a  sense  of  life,  but  I  haven't 
let  an  implied  story  overtake  this  basic 
life  within  the  form." 

Aldrich,  now  31,  grew  up  in  Vancou- 
ver and  studied  Fine  Art  History  at 
UBC.  Five  years  ago  he  moved  to 

NOVEMBER  1980 


iit^^i 


Toronto,  and  out  of  art  history  into 
drawing  itself.  After  studying  at  the 
New  School  of  Art  and  Arts'  Sake,  Inc, 
he  began  to  see  his  own  talents.  He  ad- 
mires the  erotic  male  nude  in  artists  like 
Tom  of  Finland  (who  recently  was 
shown  at  the  Samuel  Gallery)  and 
Michael  Leonard  (whose  pointilliste 
paintings  you  may  know  from  The  Joy 
of  Gay  Sex,  and  who's  in  the  same 
Samuel  show  along  with  David).  But  he 
also  admires  a  harder  colder  treatment 
of  the  nude,  as  in  Philip  Pearistein's 
emotionless  work. 

Aldrich's  choice  of  direction  is  in  part 
a  pragmatic  one  —  "No  one  else  has 
done  this  with  the  male  nude"  —  and  in 
part  a  function  of  his  own  style  of  gay- 
ness:  "I've  got  my  own  prudishncss  and 
a  real  inability  to  deal  with  the  male 
body  in  an  overtly  sexual  way.  But  this 
has  worked  to  my  advantage  in  that  it's 
opened  up  a  new  area  that  I  can  work 
in. 
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"I  find  so  many  aspects  of  the  male 
body  that  haven't  been  explored.  We 
regularly  impose  upon  it  a  lot  that's 
'masculine'  —  more  forceful,  rigid  — 
but  it  contains  so  much  that  is  soft, 
flowing,  graceful.  Because  it's  more 
muscular  than  the  female  body,  there's 
a  more  interesting  play  of  light  across  it. 

"I  like  playing  with  four  elements  in 
these  new  drawings:  the  body,  the  chair, 
the  floor,  and  the  periphery.  The  things 
I've  been  doing  with  peripheries  manage 
both  to  assert  the  three-dimensionality 
of  the  forms  inside  them  and  to  deny  it. 
I  like  to  build  up  a  formal  tension  in- 
volving these  elements." 

We  talk  for  a  while  about  the  kind  of 
men  he  draws.  I  ask  why  almost  all  of 
them  arc  roughly  his  own  age  and  in 
fairly  good  shape.  Selection?  Only  the 
selection  of  economics,  he  replies.  "I've 
had  to  rely  on  my  friends  to  model  for 
me  since  I  can't  yet  afford  to  pay  for 
models.  And  I  haven't  found  a  friend 


over  forty,  or  a  very  fat  or  otherwise 
ungainly  friend,  who's  willing  to  sit  for 
a  nude  drawing. 

"But  I'd  lik?  to  draw  the  old  or  the 
less  conventionally  'attractive.'  I  like  to 
be  presented  with  a  body,  any  body.  It's 
a  form.  I  take  it  and  start  putting  it  in 
positions,  and  then  visual  things  begin 
happening.  If  I  like  what  I  see,  they 
come  out  in  a  composition." 

We  talk  for  awhile  about  other  draw- 
ings, including  one  which  comes  closer 
to  the  Dudes  one  than  any  other,  closer 
to  suggesting  a  narrative  and  sexuality. 
It  depicts  two  men  in  a  setting  of  shiny 
black  tiles,  in  poses  that  unavoidably 
hint  at  a  bondage  or  S&M  relationship. 
"It's  probably  the  most  sexual  piece 
I've  done,"  David  says.  I  ask  if  it's  not 
more  complete  than  the  others  since  the 
sexual  isn't  excluded.  "No,"  he  says 
firmly,  "just  different.  I  love  Tom  of 
Finland's  erotic  nudes,  and  would  never 
say  that  my  usual  intention  to  exclude 
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sexuality  is  better  or  worse  than  his  to 
include  it.  It's  just  different." 

He  speaks  of  the  excitement  when  the 
drawing  reaches  that  moment  of  moving 
off  the  page  into  three  dimensions.  I 
recall  just  when  it  happened  last  sum- 
mer in  the  one  1  was  silting  for.  It  was 
e.xciting:  suddenly,  depth  and  mass  re- 
placed a  single  foursquare  plane.  I  can 
grasp  at  least  part  of  the  excitement  this 
formal  aspect  has  for  him  —  even  as  1 
recall  the  chill  of  that  refrigerator  and 
those  long,  rigid  sessions  when  I  began 
to  feel  as  a  leftover  leg  of  lamb  must 
feel. 

But  David  argues  eloquently  that 
"(here's  a  real  value  in  viewing  the  nude 
clear  of  negative  or  positive  reactions  of 
people."  And  there's  an  irony,  perhaps, 
in  that  the  very  non-narrative  coldness 
of  his  treatment  of  our  forms  may  in- 
evitably comment  on  the  narrative  cold- 
ness most  of  us  feel  in  our  bars  or  other 
cruising  settings  —  v^ith  our  clothes  on.; 
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Deliberations 


by  Scott  Tucker 


A  many-headed  movement:  Lavender  and  Left 


I  was  pleased  to  read  the  serious 
coverage  of  the  first  Lavender  Left  con- 
ference which  appeared  in  the  August 
issue  of  TBP.  There  are  certain  points  I 
could  challenge  in  the  articles  by 
Kinsman,  Trollope,  and  Wilson,  but  I'm 
in  fundamental  agreement  with  the  cen- 
tral criticism  all  three  made  of  the  con- 
ference. Essentially,  it  was  that  the 
Lavender  was  rather  absent  from  the 
Lavender  Left  conference. 

One  of  my  own  regrets  about  the  con- 
ference was  not  that  there  was  sharp 
(though  brieO  debate  about  feminism 
and  Leninism,  but  that  there  was  little 
chance  to  deepen  the  debate.  Also,  the 
lesbian  and  gay  movement  itself  re- 
ceived short  shrift.  As  a  member  of  the 
conference  planning  committee,  I  take 
some  responsibility  for  these  weakness- 
es: under  a  real  sense  of  danger  and  ur- 
gency, we  focused  on  political  work  at 
the  expense  of  exploring  fully  just  what 
a  Lavender  Left  perspective  might 
mean.  Months  before  the  conference, 
I'd  written  an  article  for  Gay  Communi- 
ty News  called  "The  Lavender  Left." 
"It  won't  be  enough,"  I  wrote,  "to  but- 
ter feminism  and  gay  liberation  onto 
stale  socialist  bread.  We  have  our  own 
grain  to  sow,  and  our  own  bread  to 
bake."  Though  most  participants  found 
the  conference  useful  and  energizing, 
why  wasn't  it  more  integrally  Lavender 
and  Left?  Why  were  so  many  of  us  left 
hungering  for  "our  own  bread"? 

In  the  case  of  the  Lavender  Left  con- 
ference, these  words  of  Marx  are  ironic- 
ally apt:  "The  tradition  of  all  the  dead 
generations  weighs  like  a  nightmare  on 
the  brain  of  the  living."  Leninists  nat- 
urally hark  back  to  Lenin  and  1917.  It 
makes  sense  to  study  history  and  learn 
from  it,  but  history  does  not  repeat 
itself  —  not  quite,  not  really.  An  an- 
cient fragment  of  Heraclitus  tells  us  that 
you  never  step  twice  in  the  same  river. 
Today,  the  fiercest  exponents  of  "scien- 
tific socialism"  have  lost  touch  with  the 
actual  dialectics  of  present  history. 
Blacks,  women,  and  gays  built  autono- 
mous liberation  movements  on  their 
own,  and  often  in  opposition  to  a 
"left"  dominated  by  straight  white 
males.  As  these  movements  grew  in 
strength,  Leninists  adopted  two  main 
strategies  in  relation  to  them:  either 
recruit  foot-soldiers  from  their  ranks,  or 
maintain  sectarian  purity.  To  the  extent 
that  Leninist  groups  succeed  in  re- 
cruiting activists  from  autonomous 
movements,  they  are  as  Hkely  to  trans- 
form revolutionaries  into  reformists  as 
the  reverse.  Why? 

The  answer  lies  in  the  very  principles 
of  Leninism.  Many  of  us  cannot  accept 
the  argument  that  Stalinist  crimes  and 
despotism  result  from  the  "perversion" 
of  healthy  Leninism.  Modern  revolu- 
tions demonstrate  that  Leninism  is 
prone  to  Stalinism.  The  Leninist  Van- 
guard Party,  rife  with  "professional 
revolutionaries,"  crowned  with  a  Cen- 
tral Committee  and  operating  through 
"democratic  centraUsm,"  is  fundamen- 
tally anti-democratic.  Leninists  argue 
that  only  the  one  Vanguard  Party  armed 
with  the  best  theory  can  lead  the  Masses 
to  level  the  capitalist  pyramid  of  power: 
class  society  and  the  bourgeois  State. 


What  such  a  Party  can  achieve  at  most, 
however,  is  to  build  another  pyramid:  a 
society  distinguished  by  a  newly-struc- 
tured mass  and  a  caste  of  Party  profes- 
sionals —  a  caste  which  prefigures  a 
new  class.  This  pyramid  may  have  an 
apex  which  is  closer  to  its  base  in  terms 
of  material  equality.  This  is  a  true 
reform,  and  only  the  most  rabid  and  ig- 
norant anti-Communists  would  deny 
the  real  gains  made  by  millions  in  coun- 
tries like  China  and  Cuba. 

But  there  are  those  of  us  who  want  a 
revolution.  We  don't  aim  to  seize  the 
State,  but  to  get  ric}  of  it.  Both  Marx 
and  Lenin  wished  for  the  eventual 
"withering  away  of  the  State,"  but  by 
the  time  Stalin  echoed  this  phrase  in  his 
speech  to  the  Sixteenth  Congress  of  the 
USSR  the  "dialectical"  logic  had 
become  double-talk:  "To  keep  on  devel- 
oping State  power  in  order  to  prepare 
for  the  withering  away  of  State  power 
—  that  is  the  Marxist  formula."  It's  a 
formula  which  at  present  jails  dissidents 
in  mental  wards,  exiles  feminists  and 
enslaves  a  gay  poet  like  Gennady  Trif- 
onov  in  Siberia.  In  Cuba,  gays  are  for- 
bidden to  join  the  Communist  Party  or 
to  work  in  daycare  centres.  The  Cuban 
Vanguard  Party  not  only  follows  the 
lead  of  popular  prejudice,  it  also  pre- 
vents gays  organizing  on  their  own. 

The  problem  is  not  only  the  relation 
between  Vanguard  and  Mass.  The  Mass 
is  itself  a  social  form  produced  under 
conditions  of  exploitation  and  domina- 
tion. To  the  extent  people  are  success- 
fully massified,  they  grow  more  stupid 
and  slavish.  This  includes  both  profes- 
sors of  profit  and  Marxist  dialecticians: 
as  State  servants,  they  can  be  quite  slav- 
ishly mass-minded.  We  all  assume  the 
mass  means  other  people,  but  freedom 
begins  when  we  realize  the  mass  means 
us.  If  the  Vanguard  Party  is  the  one 
head  of  a  mass,  then  the  reaction  need 
only  cut  off  that  head  and  the  body 
drops  of  its  own  weight.  There  is  more 
strength  in  a  people's  movement  which 
has  a  decentralized  nervous  system, 
which  responds  to  decapitation  by  di- 
versifying, which  is  consciously  anti- 
mass. 

Autonomy  allows  coordination  and 
organization  on  a  broad  base.  The  risk 
that  autonomous  struggles  and  groups 
may  lapse  into  self-defeating  separatism 
is  preferable  to  the  certainty  that  van- 
guardism  will  build  "unity"  on  our 
backs.  It  comes  back  to  democracy:  ex- 
tending it  and  making  it  real.  Here  the 
work  of  autonomous  struggles  has  been 
crucial.  The  complex  dialectic  of  sex, 
race,  and  class  has  meant  that  each 
autonomous  movement  has  been  subject 
to  racist,  sexist,  heterosexist  and  classist 
divisions.  But  the  central  nervous 
system  of  the  Party  cannot  resolve  these 
contradictions:  on  the  contrary.  Third 
World  gays  and  union  women  (for  ex- 
ample) know  best  how  to  overcome  gay 
racism  and  labour  sexism,  and  they  have 
thus  become  the  links  between  auto- 
nomous movements  by  organizing  on 
their  own.  The  self-organization  of 
Third  World  gays  has  meant  that  white 
gays  are  now  more  likely  to  address 
racism  both  within  and  outside  of  the 
gay  movement. 


Suppose  we  conducted  a  survey  of 
pohtically  active,  working-class  Third 
World  lesbians.  Why  might  they  choose 
to  work  and  identify  primarily  with  a 
particular  movement  —  labour,  Lenin- 
ist, feminist,  lesbian  separatist,  gay 
rights.  Third  World,  peace,  anti-nuke, 
etc?  A  number  of  feminist  and  gay  pro- 
gressive projects  never  get  off  the 
ground  when  the  organizers  fail  to 
recruit  such  a  person.  Tokenism  and 
fetishism  sometimes  operate  in  such 
cases,  but  even  the  occasional  absur- 
dities indicate  a  serious  effort  to  respect 
autonomy,  to  let  people  speak  for 
themselves.  We're  trying  to  avoid  the 
disasters  of  the  left,  and  our  own  prac- 
tice is  causing  political  ripples  on  the 
left.  At  the  Lavender  Left  conference, 
Laurie  Morton  of  the  Freedom  Socialist 
Party  pointed  out  that  leftist  fetishism 
of  straight  white  male  factory  workers 
ignored  material  and  social  changes. 
She  said  the  black  lesbian  computer 
operator  may  be  in  a  better  position  to 
link  up  and  mobilize  the  oppressed,  and 
turn  capitalism  on  its  head.  The  Free- 
dom Socialist  Party  (a  small  Leninist- 
Trotskyist  group)  even  maintains  that 
working-class  black  lesbians  are  poten- 
tially the  vanguard  of  the  Vanguard, 
because  they  bring  to  all  struggles  a  less 
fragmented  consciousness.  This  is  a 
great  leap  forward  for  a  Leninist  group 
to  take,  but  it  does  not  challenge  the 
fetishism  of  the  Vanguard  itself,  which 
would  require  Leninist  self-obsoles- 
cence. 

My  criticisms  of  Marxist-Leninists  are 
not  meant  to  deny  the  value  of  Marxist 
analytical  tools,  nor  are  they  meant  to 
dump  all  Leninists  into  one  bag. 
Whereas  the  Freedom  Socialist  Party  is 
dedicated  to  "Revolutionary  Femin- 
ism," Florence  Buckley  from  the  Phila- 
delphia Workers  Organizing  Committee 
expressed  the  view  at  the  conference 
that  "feminism  is  inherently  racist  and 
anti-working-class."  There  are  diverse 
Leninists  in  the  Lavender  Left  and  I 
consider  them  to  be  comrades.  They 
may  consider  my  socialism  to  be  "Uto- 
pian" and  their  own  to  be  "scientific," 
but  there  is  much  work  at  present  for 
the  Utopians  and  the  scientists  to  do  in 
common.  Even  at  present,  however,  our 
paths  will  diverge  at  points,  precisely 
because  we  differ  as  to  which  means  will 
best  achieve  "the  withering  away  of  the 
State." 

I  would  urge  lesbian  and  gay  progres- 
sives to  prefigure  in  the  present  the 
classless  and  stateless  future  we  seek, 
and  to  discern  and  develop  the  radical 
potential  of  our  specific  social  experi- 
ence. It  took  a  new  wave  of  feminism  to 
teach  us  the  value  of  and  need  for  small 
groups.  It  was  naturally  and  precisely 
women  who  were  in  the  best  position  to 
teach  us  that  "the  personal  is  political." 
As  for  gays,  even  in  the  closet  we 
formed  circles  of  friends,  links  of  resis- 
tance. After  Stonewall,  we  forged  these 
links  into  collective  struggle.  Let  the 
right  wonder  who  will  fight  wars  if 
sodomy  and  feminism  unman  men  and 
boys,  and  let  the  right  wonder  how  pro- 
fits can  soar  if  families  are  lax  in  the 
discipline  of  future  workers.  Above  all, 
let  the  right  claim  that  uppity  women 


and  queers  subvert  straight  norms,  the 
nuclear  family,  and  the  patriarchal 
State.  Radical  feminists  and  faggots  are 
the  first  to  agree,  and  thus  have  come 
under  fire  from  the  reformist  wings  of 
their  own  movements,  and  from  the 
patriarchal  left. 

Prefigurative  social  forms  have  been 
spontaneously  created  throughout  his- 
tory by  insurgent  peoples  —  the  Paris 
Commune,  the  Russian  Soviets,  the 
Spanish  anarchist  collectives  —  and  the 
problem  of  protecting  such  forms  both 
from  bourgeois  reaction  and  vanguard- 
ist  usurpation  has  been  addressed  by 
people  as  politically  diverse  as  the  anar- 
chist Emma  Goldman  and  the  Marxist 
Rosa  Luxemburg.  No  final  formula,  of 
course,  can  resolve  the  play  and  tension 
between  order  and  freedom  which  is 
social  life  itself.  Although  I  most  often 
call  myself  simply  a  socialist,  my  own 
sympathies  and  the  whole  direction  of 
this  article  are  best  expressed  by  quoting 
from  Peggy  Kornegger's  essay,  "Anar- 
chism: the  feminist  connection,"  pub- 
lished in  the  anthology.  Reinventing 
Anarchy: 

"Although  I  call  myself  an  anarcha- 
feminist,  this  definition  can  easily  in- 
clude socialism,  communism,  cultural 
feminism,  lesbian  separatism,  or  any  of 
a  dozen  other  political  labels....  In  fact, 
it  is  my  contention  that  feminists  have 
been  unconscious  anarchists  for 
years....  If  we  want  to  'bring  down  the 
patriarchy,'  we  need  to  talk  about  anar- 
chism, to  know  exactly  what  it  means, 
to  use  that  framework  to  transform 
ourselves  and  the  structure  of  our  daily 
lives.  Feminism  doesn't  mean  female 
corporate  power  or  a  woman  President: 
it  means  no  corporate  power  and  no 
Presidents....  Feminism  is  a  many- 
headed  monster  which  cannot  be  des- 
troyed by  a  singular  decapitation.  We 
spread  and  grow  in  ways  that  are  in- 
comprehensible to  a  hierarchical 
mentaUty." 

While  the  Cold  War  goes  on,  the 
Mass  grows  restless  under  the  rule  of  the 
socialist  Fathers  and  the  bourgeois 
Grandfathers.  Precisely  because  women 
and  gays  have  been  so  marginalized,  we 
can  look  more  clearly  at  and  link  up 
more  strongly  with  others  who  have 
been  silenced  and  submerged:  Third 
World  people,  housewives,  children,  the 
elderly,  the  unemployed,  prisoners, 
prostitutes,  the  "lumpenproletariat," 
mental  patients,  undocumented  work- 
ers, and  whole  sectors  of  the  economy 
which  are  service-oriented  and  in  which 
women  and  gays  are  heavily  exploited. 
Our  very  marginality  has  become  one  of 
the  central  contradictions  of  advanced 
patriarchal  capitalism;  it  has  also 
become  one  of  the  central  contradic- 
tions of  patriarchal  socialism.  Erotic 
exuberance,  playfulness  and  militance,  a 
new  dialectics  of  marginality,  uppity 
women  and  queers  with  chutzpah  — 
without  these  and  other  undiscovered 
elements,  I  doubt  the  Lavender  Left  will 
be  either  Lavender  or  Left.  Lesbian  and 
gay  people  can  play  a  crucial  role  in  a 
revolutionary  people's  movement,  but 
there  is  no  point  in  being  the  queer  aux- 
iliary of  any  patriarchal  vanguard.  Why 
struggle  to  build  another  Straight 
State?  D J 
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"Harder  than  Joplin,  more  sophisticated 
than  Garland  —  and  no  victim  —  Midler  says  'Fuck  em  all!' 
and  a  new  generation  of  gay  men  and  women  can  identify  with  that." 


At  the  beginning  of  the  schlock 
and  glitter  premiere  of  Divine 
Madness,  Bette  Midler  came  on 
stage  to  thank  us  all  for  being 
there.  The  small  blonde  woman 
on  the  stage,  dressed  fashionably  but 
demurely,  moments  later  exploded  on 
the  big  screen  stomping,  strident, 
laughing  and  parading  and  again 
welcomed  "...all  you  motherfuckers!" 
Nice. 

The  self-styled  Queen  of  Flash  and 
Trash  eats  up  the  screen  for  94  minutes 
of  wild,  outrageous,  raunchy,  touching, 
funny,  tacky,  exhilarating  entertain- 
ment. I  don't  know  if  it's  a  good  film  or 
not  and,  frankly,  1  don't  care.  The 
sheer  force  of  Bette  Midler  grabs  you 
and  hurtles  you  through  the  whole  show 
with  her. 


Divine  Madness  directed  by  Michael  Ritchie. 
W,ifner  Brothers   1980 


The  film  was  shot  with  ten  cameras 
on  three  successive  nights  at  an  old  art 
deco  showplace,  the  Pasadena  Civic 
Auditorium,  30  minutes  from  down- 
town Los  Angeles.  The  audience  paid 
ten  dollars  each  to  get  in  on  a  first- 
come,  first-served  basis.  The  result  is  a 
wildly  enthusiastic  and  devoted  gay 
audience  attuned  to  every  Midler 
nuance  and  gesture.  (If  you  look  care- 
fully, the  camera  catches  a  baffied, 
straight,  middle-aged  man  whom  the 
director,  Michael  Ritchie,  placed  in  the 
front  row.  He  doesn't  applaud.) 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  without  that 
audience,  the  Divine  Miss  M  would  not 
be  as  charged.  The  love  affair  between 
Midler  and  her  aficionados  gives  the 
show  its  overwhelming  drive.  Wc  in  the 
movie  house  become  part  of  that  au- 
dience, including,  at  the  premiere,  the 


whistling,  applauding  and  stomping. 

Her  whole  show  is  slammed  through 
with  incredible  energy.  She's  on  top. 
She's  in  charge.  She  calls  the  shots. 
She's  tough,  hot,  aggressive  and  larger 
than  life.  Yet  behind  the  wink,  the 
smile,  the  toss  of  the  crazy  wash-and- 
wear  hair,  there  is  the  unmistakable 
vulnerability  and  appealing  innocence 
that  readily  brings  tears.  Of  course  you 
love  her  and  want  to  hug  her  and  tell 
her  so.  She  is  harder  than  Joplin,  more 
sophisticated  than  Garland  and  one 
doubts  that  she  could  ever  be  victimized 
like  Fanny  Brice. 

She  does  have  magic:  the  hurt  that 
makes  gay  men  adore  her;  but  unlike 
(iarland,  Midler  as  a  woman  triumphs 
over  her  vulnerability.  She  says,  "luck 
'em  all."  and  a  new  generation  of  gay 
men  and  women  can  identify  with  that. 

A  couple  of  hei  turns  didn't  really  get 


to  me.  Her  Sophie  Tticker  routine  of 
telling  really  bad  jokes,  I  can  do 
without.  Her  "Delores  DeLago,  the 
Toast  of  Chicago"  —  the  tackiest 
lounge  entertainer  in  the  business  —  is 
funny  but  somehow  too  close  to  Midler 
herself.  Dolores  does,  however, 
devastate  (one  hopes  for  all  time)  the 
egregious  My  H'ov. 

In  contrast,  when  she  builds  and 
builds  on  the  song  of  abandonment. 
Slay  H'ith  Me  Baby,  every  nerve  end  in 
the  house  is  with  her  to  the  wailing, 
screaming,  anguished  end  when  she  col- 
lapses on  the  Hoor  and  the  lights  go  out. 

No  performer  has  ever  allov^cd  her- 
self to  be  so  grotesque  in  body  move- 
ment as  Midler,  but  every  move  is  just 
right.  Tunc  and  time  again  she  punches 
you  right  m  the  gut.  She  is,  quite 
simply,  fabulous. 

Normun  liny!  '. 
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Second  to  none 

The  1980  Shaw  Festival,  Niagara-on-the- 
Lake,  Ontario.  Artistic  Director,  Christopher 
Newton. 

George  Bernard  Shaw  considered  him- 
self to  be  "as  sound  a  Feminist  as  Mary 
Wollstonecraft."  He  wrote  in  The 
Quintessence  oflbsenism  (1891),  "The 
sum  of  the  matter  is  that  unless  Woman 
repudiates  her  womanliness,  her  duty  to 
her  husband,  to  her  children,  to  soci- 
ety, ...and  to  everyone  but  herself,  she 
cannot  emancipate  herself." 

This  year's  Shaw  Festival,  led  for  the 
first  time  by  Christopher  Newton,  puts 
Shaw's  words  into  actions  on  the  stage. 
The  two  major  Shaw  plays  of  the  sea- 
son. Misalliance  and  The  Philanderer, 
were  dominated  both  by  the  central 
female  characters  of  the  plays  and  by 
the  actresses  in  the  roles. 

In  The  Philanderer,  Newton  himself 
played  Leonard  Charteris,  the  title 
character,  who  wants  to  pledge  himself 
to  one  woman,  Grace  Ttanfield  (Susan 
Wright)  and  disencumber  himself  of 
another,  Julia  Craven  (Dana  Ivey).  The 
theorizing  of  the  play  centres  on  what  is 
"manly"  and  "womanly,"  Its  second 
act  is  set  in  the  Ibsen  Club,  which  only 
admits  "unmanly  men"  and  "unwom- 
anly women."  But,  as  we  see  in  the 
course  of  the  play,  almost  no  one  fits 
the  rules  of  the  club.  All  the  men  in  the 
play  hold  the  highest  "ideals"  of 
woman's  purity  and  innocence.  JuHa 
plays  stereotyped  female  games  to  get 
her  ways  with  the  men  in  her  Hfe,  while 
with  Grace  she  plays  the  games  of  fe- 
male competition  and  cattiness.  Julia's 
sister  Sylvia  (Francine  Volker)  won't 
play  these  games  —  she  tries  to  be  as 
masculine  as  possible,  wearing  pants  at 
the  Ibsen  Club  and  insisting  on  being 
called  by  her  last  name.  Although  Shaw 
might  have  intended  Sylvia  as  a  femin- 
ist, director  Paul  Reynolds  sent  her  up 
as  being  rather  dotty  instead  of  a 
liberated  woman. 

It  is  Grace  who  is  the  mean  between 
these  two  female  figures  and  who,  in 
fact,  holds  the  play  together.  Grace 
becomes  a  sort  of  androgynous  charac- 
ter who  combines  the  strengths  of  the 
masculine  and  the  feminine  in  her  rejec- 
tion of  JuUa's  games,  of  Leonard's  pas- 
sionate advances,  of  her  father's  in- 
sistence on  what  a  woman  "should  be." 
She  is  the  most  interesting  character  in 
the  play;  Wright  made  her  the  most  like- 
able —  and  human  —  of  the  characters. 

The  second  major  Shaw  production. 
Misalliance,  also  featured  a  strong 
female  character.  In  the  very  ordinary 
home  of  John  Tarleton,  a  nouveau  riche 
businessman,  his  daughter  Hypatia 
(weakly  played  by  Deborah  Kipp) 
yearns  for  an  adventure,  "to  be  an  ac- 
tive verb."  She  gets  her  adventure  when 
an  airplane  drops  out  of  the  sky,  depos- 
iting Joey  Percival  (Geraint-Wyn 
Davies)  and  the  splendid  Lina  Szczep- 
anowska  (the  splendid  Carole  Shelley) 
in  the  greenhouse.  By  the  end  of  the 
play,  Hypatia  has  thrown  over  her 
fiance  for  Joey,  and  every  man  in  the 
house  has  fjillen  for  Lina. 

Lina,  a  Polish  acrobat,  belongs  to  a 
family  in  which  someone  has,  for  the 
past  150  years,  daily  risked  her  or  his 
life.  Shelley  dominated  the  production 
whenever  she  was  on  stage,  whether  car- 
rying a  bawUng  man/child,  about  to 
juggle  six  billiard  balls  while  reading  a 
Bible,  or  simply  speaking  her  lines.  She 
also  had  one  of  the  finest  feminist 
speeches  in  western  drama,  in  which  she 


Carole  Shelley  in  Misalliance:  "I  am  strong,  I  am  unbought;  I  am  all  that  a  woman  ought  to  be. 


accuses  the  men  of  devoting  their  lives 
to  romantic  love:  "Your  women  are 
kept  idle  and  dressed  up  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  be  made  love  to... 
everybody  makes  love  to  me  as  if 
because  I  am  a  woman  it  were  my  pro- 
fession to  be  made  love  to...  I  am 
strong;  I  am  skillful;  I  am  brave;  I  am 
independent;  I  am  unbought;  I  am  all 
that  a  woman  ought  to  be...." 

These  two  Shaw  plays  treat  women  as 
independent  humans.  Judith  Marcuse's 
Mirrors,  Masques  and  Transformations, 
which  regrettably  had  only  three  per- 
formances, investigated  the  psyche  of  a 
single  woman  by  first  presenting  her 
dreams  and  then  seeing  how  her  waking 
reality  fitted  to  them.  Combining  class- 
ical and  modern  dancers  in  a  remark- 
ably unified  production,  Marcuse 
showed  a  sort  of  collective  Jungian 
psyche  for  the  central  woman  (Sheila 
McCarthy).  Her  real  world  is  full  of 
disco  dancing,  marriage,  and  Thde 
Romance  magazines,  but  her  dream 
world  is  full  of  antagonistic  male/ 
female  forces  that  won't  accept  her  — 
or  allow  her  to  be  a  whole  person.  That 
whole  person  finally  emerges  in  the  last 
act,  after  a  statement  of  unity  between 
the  woman  and  her  alter  ego  (excitingly 
danced  by  Marcuse  herself)-  The  last 
part  of  the  work  is  literally  a  tribal 
dance  of  celebration,  primitive,  force- 
ful, all-inclusive.  The  woman  has  be- 
come complete.  Although  the  choreog- 
raphy has  some  parts  that  work  better 
than  others,  the  sheer  creativity  of  it,  as 
well  as  the  excellent  performances  by  all 
the  dancers,  made  it  one  of  the  best 
dance  pieces  I've  seen  in  years. 

Was  the  season  a  worthwhile  one? 
Apart  from  some  mediocre  acting  and 
uninventive  directing,  most  definitely. 
Add  to  the  above  pieces  a  production  of 
The  Cherry  Orchard  that  was  stunningly 
designed  by  Astrid  Janson  and  well  di- 
rected by  Radu  Penciulescu  (and  which 
gave  Carole  Shelley  an  even  meatier  role 


than  that  in  Misalliance),  a  manic  ver- 
sion of  Feydeau's  A  Flea  in  her  Ear, 
Gyula  Hernady's  The  Grand  Hunt  (with 
Shelley  in  two  roles),  as  well  as  several 
other  works,  and  you  have  an  enviable 
season.  This  summer,  Stratford  came  in 
second. 

Jon  Kaplan  D 


WashOp 

or  wasn't  he? 

Chamber  Music  by  Doris  Grumbach. 
Fawcett  Crest,  1979.  $2.50  (paper) 

The  fact,  that  every  public  personality 
exists  behind  a  facade  is  so  well  known 
that  it  has  become  a  cliche.  In  the  early 
years  of  the  century  this  fact  of  celebrity 
was  understood  but  ignored.  Now,  not 
only  do  we  fully  realize  that  our  idols 
have  feet  of  clay,  but  also  we  want  to 
read  lurid  accounts  of  all  their  nasty 
business.  It  would  seem  that  this  im- 
pulse has  reached  the  realm  of  fiction. 
Chamber  Music  provides  the  fictional 
memoirs  of  Carrie  Maclaren.  She  was 
the  wife  of  the  equally  fictional  Robert 
Maclaren,  a  turn-of-the-century  com- 
poser whose  delightful,  impressionistic 
music  made  him  the  leading  American 
musician  of  his  day.  His  public  per- 
sonality was  very  much  of  the  Sunday 
Supplement  ilk:  he  was  handsome, 
charming,  talented,  and  yet  tragic,  for 
he  died  while  still  a  young  man,  his 
greatest  years  denied  him.  Sixty  years 
later  his  octogenarian  widow,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Maclaren  Foundation, 
writes  her  memoirs  and  decides,  at  last, 
to  Tell  All. 

Maclaren  was,  of  course,  not  at  all 
what  his  public  facade  impUed:  he  was 
gay,  he  was  blandly  indifferent  to  his 


wife,  he  died  a  horrible  and  lingering 
death  from  third  stage  syphilis  con- 
tracted from  his  lover,  he  had  an  inces- 
tuous relationship  with  his  mother.  His 
wife,  having  lived  her  married  life  as  a 
shadowy  adjunct  to  a  public  figure, 
becomes  romantically  attached  to  the 
nurse  engaged  during  Robert's  last  ill- 
ness. The  two  women  become  lovers  un- 
til the  nurse  is  carried  off  by  the  1918 
epidemic  of  Spanish  flu.  Thus  endeth 
the  Book  of  Job,  New  England  style. 

The  novel  is  morbidly  fascinating  in 
its  way,  and  has  been  reviewed  exten- 
sively in  the  popular  press.  Reviewers 
have  generally  agreed  that  it  is  not  a 
great  novel,  and  suffers  from  a  shift  in 
tone  during  the  lesbian  millenium  which 
makes  up  the  conclusion  of  the  work. 

What  is  interesting  to  me  is  that  the 
book  opens  with  the  statement  that  it  is 
fiction,  not  autobiography,  and  that 
even  though  "...the  major  characters 
are  based  vaguely  upon  persons  who 
were  once  alive,  most  of  the  detEiils  of 
their  lives  were  conjecture  and  inven- 
tion." And  then  the  final  assertion  that 
the  author  was  aided  by  the  MacDowell 
Foundation  and  thanks  them. 

This  evasion  to  the  contrary,  I  have 
seen  no  review  which  failed  to  mention 
that  the  novel  is  based  on  the  life  of  the 
important  turn-of-the-century  American 
composer,  Edward  MacDowell.  The  de- 
tails of  his  life  and  that  of  the  fictional 
Robert  Maclaren  are  virtually  identical. 
To  cite  a  few  of  these,  Maclaren  studies 
in  Germany  with  Joachim  Raff  and  Carl 
Heymann,  as  did  Edward  MacDowell. 
Maclaren  is  acquainted  with  Claude 
Debussy  when  both  were  students.  Ditto 
MacDowell.  Carrie  notes  in  her  diary 
that  Raff  refers  to  Maclaren  as  "the 
handsome  American."  MacDowell's 
1908  biographer  Charles  Gilman  relates 
the  same  anecdote.  Robert  Maclaren 's 
first  big  orchestral  work  is  the  suite  Lear 
and  Cordelia.  Edward  MacDowell's 
Opus  27  is  the  orchestra  suite  Hamlet 
and  Ophelia. 

So  much  for  the  public  life,  but  what 
of  the  private?  Was  MacDowell  gay? 
Was  his  wife  a  lesbian?  Why  does 
Grumbach  make  such  detailed  correla- 
tions in  respect  to  the  pubHc  aspect  of 
MacDowell's  career?  Does  this  extend 
to  the  private  as  well?  Perhaps  this  exer- 
cise in  biographical  criticism,  not  of  the 
author  but  of  fictional  characters,  is  a 
bit  beyond  the  realm  of  literary  review, 
but  it  does  raise  some  interesting  issues, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  modern  biography  of  MacDowell. 
One  wonders  what  Ms  Grumbach  came 
across  in  the  archives  of  the  MacDowell 
Foundation.  If  she  has  found  some- 
thing, it  is  rather  disingenuous  to  place 
it  in  the  realm  of  fiction  rather  than 
biography. 

And  what  of  the  nasty  parts?  I  pre- 
sume that  MacDowell  could  very  well 
have  died  of  syphilis.  Oilman's  1908 
biography  says  that  his  "mental  exhaus- 
tion of  1905"  was  the  indication  of  an 
"obscure  brjiin  lesion,  baffling,  but 
sinister.  A  disintegration  of  the  brain 
tissues  had  begun  —  an  affliction  to 
which  specialists  hesitated  to  give  a 
name,  but  which  they  recognized  as 
incurable.  His  mind  became  that  of  a 
little  child."  Both  Maclaren  and  Mac- 
Dowell wind  up  their  lives  with  a  book 
of  fairy  tales  on  their  laps. 

However,  it  is  in  the  area  of  two  per- 
sonal friendships  that  the  coincidences 
become  close  enough  to  make  me  suspi- 
cious. The  first  involves  the  Norwegian 
composer  Edvard  Greig,  who,  it  is 
rumoured,  was  fond  of  young  men. 
Certainly  his  friendship  with  the  eccen- 
tric AustraUan  pianist  Percy  Grainger 
had  sexual  overtones.  Greig  did  make 
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the  suspicious  statement  that  he  loved 
Grainger  "like  a  young  woman."  At 
any  rate,  Edward  MacDowell  and  his 
fictional  alter  ego  were  the  recipients  of 
similar  regard,  praise,  and  overly  enthu- 
siastic letters. 

The  second  friendship  involves  the  ex- 
patriate Americjm  composer  Templeton 
Strong.  The  two  composers  were  great 
friends,  and  MacDowell  used  his  own 
fame  to  champion  Strong's  music,  ra- 
ther more  strenuously  than  its  merit 
would  justify  if  its  subsequent  perfor- 
mance rate  is  any  indication.  Strong  is  a 
shadowy  figure.  Oilman's  biography 
contains  a  chummy  photograph  of  the 
two  in  their  student  days,  but  little  text- 
ual mention.  And  what  of  Grumbach? 
She  does  use  Templeton  Strong,  who  is 
metamorphosed  in  one  fell  stroke  of 
synonym  and  antonym  into  Churchill 
Weeks,  the  syphihtic.  Churchill  Weeks 
indeed!  What  is  Grumbach  up  to?  Her 
use  of  "wittie  conceits"  would  do 
justice  to  a  metaphysical  poet. 

If  MacDowell  was  gay,  then  it  would 
be  a  service  to  gay  history  to  publish  the 
fact.  If  he  was  not  homosexual,  then 
Grumbach  has  done  him  a  disservice, 
since  all  reviewers  have  at  least  men- 
tioned his  similarity  to  Maclaren. 
Henceforth,  MacDowell  will  be  placed 
in  that  dubious  category  reserved  for 
those  historic  figures  about  whom  there 
is  "talk." 

This  novel  partakes  of  a  particularly 
unpleasant  homosexual  stereotype.  Why 
is  the  ultimate  horror  behind  the  facade 
venereal  disease  and  homosexuality  — 
in  this  case  joined  in  a  particularly  grue- 
some melange?  I  do  not  feel  that  the 
glories  of  the  lesbian  relationship 
painted  at  the  end  of  the  novel  quite 
atone  for  the  original  sin,  and  of  course 
that  relationship  ends  tragically  too. 
Why  do  most  gay  novels  which  aspire  to 
art  seem  to  use  the  sexuality  as  part  of 
the  character  flaw?  A  tragic  conclusion 
would  seem  to  be  de  rigueur. 

Every  author  uses  aspects  of  his/her 
life,  but  when  a  work  is  as  direct  a 
reflection  of  reality  as  is  this  novel, 
authors  usually  have  the  integrity  to 
place  it  in  the  genre  of  historical  fiction, 
thereby  calling  a  spade  a  spade  —  or 
Henry  the  Eighth  Henry  the  Eighth. 

In  short,  Grumbach  is  not  playing 


Kevin:  "...a  difterence  exists  between  a  boy's  love  for  a  man  and  the  horrors  of  child  abuse." 


fair.  She  has  written  not  a  fictional  bio- 
graphy, nor  a  novel,  nor  biography,  but 
something  in  between.  Is  she  hoping  for 
the  gay  market?  It  would  seem  that  she 
is  not  quite  on  the  mark  there,  at  least. 
Is  she  capitalizing  on  the  so-called 
straight  media's  fascination  with  things 
homoerotic?  If  she  is,  then  the  book  is  a 
rather  shoddy  thing  to  do  to  Edward 
MacDowell,  who  as  far  as  I  can  tell  was 
a  personality  who  did  match  his  own 
facade.  In  private  he  was  utterly  charm- 
ing, it  would  seem:  his  widow's  devo- 
tion to  his  memory  and  his  art  matches 
that  of  Clara  Schumann's  to  "dear 
Robert's." 

But,  dammit,  was  he  gay?  I  suspect, 
from  all  of  this,  that  he  might  well  have 
been,  in  that  nebulous  pre-Freudian  way 
of  the  late  nineteenth  century.  There  is 
too  an  excerpt  from  Templeton  Strong's 
diary  written  in  1934.  In  it  he  bemoans  a 
damaging  remark  made  about  Mac- 
Dowell in  1908.  "This  did  great  harm  to 
MacDowell's  cause...  it  was  not 
necessary  or  wise  to  magnify  Mac- 
Dowell by  belitthng  his  peers..."  and  so 


Edward  McDowell:  "...in  that  dubious  category  resen/ed  for  those  about  whom  there  is  'talk. 


forth.  The  point  is  that  this  passage 
amounts  to  a  rather  passionate  defence 
of  two  pages  in  length.  It  was  written  in 
a  diary  thirty  years  after  the  event.  But 
of  course  it  merely  suggests,  as  does 
Grumbach.  I  think  we  deserve  better. 

James  R  Tennyson  D 

Transcending  taboo 

Kevin  by  Wallace  Hamilton.  St  Martin's 
Press,  1980. 

The  tranquility  of  the  gay  collective 
consciousness  has  recently  become  more 
unsettled  by  an  issue  that's  proven 
divisive  both  politically  and  socially. 
That  topic  is  man-boy  love,  or  cross- 
generational  sex.  Considering  ourselves 
fashion-forward  in  terms  of  sexual  liber- 
ation, we  must  be  concerned  with  the 
sexual  freedom  of  the  adolescent;  yet  we 
must  protect  our  image  in  the  face  of 
the  Bryantesque  monsters  who  would 
judge  all  gays  to  be  corrupters  of  the 
innocent  and  the  vulnerable. 

The  novel  Kevin  may  eru-age  or  en- 
thrall, but  Mr  Hamilton's  bottom  line  is 
that  a  difference  exists  between  a  boy's 
love  for  a  man  and  the  horrors  of  child 
abuse. 

Kevin's  is  an  escape-to-survival  story. 
At  fifteen  he  needed  to  free  himself 
from  the  psychological  squalor  of  an 
alcoholic  home  and  his  own  sexual 
naivet6.  His  course  ran  through  drug 
experimentation,  fag-bashing  and  street 
hustling.  In  his  effort  to  understand 
sexuality,  he  thoughtfully  examined  the 
mores  and  values  of  straightforward 
young  gays  and  street  hustlers  and 
"plundered  the  memories  of  older 
men."  He  experienced  a  growing  sense 
of  belonging  "to  his  own  people  on  his 
own  turf." 

In  his  nocturnal  forays  he  met  Bruce 
who,  at  thirty-five,  was  haunted  with 
the  knowledge  that  he  was  to  be  the  last 
of  his  family  line  and  that  his  own 
world  was  narrow  and  his  friends 
myopic.  Kevin  and  Bruce  shared  a 
mutual  obsession.  Kevin  faced  "the 
crawling  rcali/ations.  The  doubts.  The 
unanswered  questions."  As  their  love 
and  mutual  dependence  grew,  not  with- 
out some  difficult  moments  for  both, 
they  viewed  their  relationship  as  their 
only  survival.  Their  shared  needs  en- 
abled them  to  sustain  their  love  in  spite 
of  social  disapproval  and  to  build  a 
special  freedom. 

Wallace  Hamilton  writes  in  what 


Robertson  Davies  would  call  plain  style. 
There  is  an  ease  and  smoothness  that 
reinforces  the  honesty  and  life  of  the 
characters  and  their  actions.  Most 
readers  will  find  that  the  joyfully  con- 
tented ending  and  the  justice  and  sense 
of  rightness  in  this  special  relationship 
transcend  discussions  of  the  man-boy 
love  taboo. 

Michael  Joyce  D 


FILM 


Tales  in  a  tub 

Dear  Boys  directed  by  Paul  de  Lussanet. 

Sigma  Films.  Netherlands,  1980.  Festival  of 

Festivals,  Toronto. 

The  Bucks  Party  directed  by  Steve  Jodrell. 

Australia,  1979.  Festival  of  Festivals, 

Toronto. 

Dear  Boys  is,  quite  simply,  the  most 
astute  satire  of  gay  life  that  I've  come 
across.  The  specific  object  of  the  film's 
scrutiny  is  relationships  between  older 
men  and  their  kept  boys,  but  while  he's 
at  it,  the  director  takes  a  few  swipes  at 
Uberal-permissive  Netherlandish  society, 
and  in  particular  the  Dutch  Reform 
church. 

Wolf,  the  principal  character  of  the 
farce,  is  a  doting  and  very  loquacious 
novelist  who  has  reached  an  impasse  in 
his  work.  At  Easter  Vigil  (which  in  the 
film's  rendition  more  resembles  a  trendy 
party  in  an  artist's  loft  than  a  church 
service)  he  sets  eyes  on  Muskrat,  a 
seductive  Sixteen  magazine  type.  Wolf 
thinks  of  himself  as  a  connoisseur  of 
Youth  and  Beauty;  he  is,  in  short,  a 
consummate  boy-lover,  and  we're 
spared  none  of  the  sugary,  idealizing 
language  of  that  brand  of  homo- 
eroticism. 

Wolf  arranges  for  Tiger,  the  boy  he 
already  has,  to  seduce  Muskrat.  By  and 
by,  Muskrat  abandons  his  own  lover  — 
a  sixtyish  writer  of  pop  ballads  {every- 
thing in  this  movie  is  syrupy)  —  and 
moves  into  the  wealth  and  fastidious 
genteelness  of  Wolfs  surroundings. 

The  balance  of  the  film  is  given  over 
to  Wolfs  seduction  of  his  new  boy.  This 
is  accomplished  not  literally,  but  narra- 
tively. What  we  see  is  not  the  two  men 
fucking,  but  Wolf  telling  tales  of  fuck- 
ing,- like  the  storytellers  who  organize 
the  debauches  of  Sade's  works.  Instead 
of  the  sexual  act,  we  get  the  sexual  act 
imagined  — fantasy  —  which  is  much 
sexier,  and  far  more  revelatory  of  the 
nature  of  the  erotic.  Told  mostly  while 
lying  naked  on  the  ornate  bed  or 
plunked  in  the  tub  —  and  punctuated 
with  prayers  before  an  altar  to  the 
Virgin  Mary  —  Wolfs  stories  are  an 
inventory  of  homo  fantasies. 

He  begins  by  having  Muskrat  driving 
through  the  country  in  a  $30,000  sports 
car.  And  there  on  the  side  of  the  road  is 
a  perfectly  lovely  farmboy.  Blond,  not 
yet  out  —  you  know  the  story,  you've 
read  Pan.  This  has  Muskrat  squirming 
lasciviously  on  the  bed.  Wolf  continues, 
but  begins  to  indulge  some  of  his  own 
tastes:  Muskrat  takes  Fonsje,  the  farm- 
boy,  back  to  his  dungeon,  where  he  is 
suspended  in  a  net  over  a  fire  till  he 
cries,  then  tied  on  a  sawhorsc  and 
fucked  first  by  a  black  sailor  and  then 
—  I  think  —  by  a  bishop  while  someone 
drips  hot  wax  on  his  young  thighs. 

But  Muskrat  doesn't  go  for  S&M.  He 
wants  Wolf  to  go  back  to  the  seduction 
of  Fonsje  in  the  woods.  For  if  Wolfs 
fantasies  arc  constructed  out  of  an 
understanding  of  sex  as  power,  as 
exchange,  as  commodity  even, 
Muskrat's  represent  another  psycho- 
cultural  tradition  altogether:  one  based 
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on  the  coming-out  experience.  The  film 
is  meticulous  in  its  re-creation  of  the 
scene:  the  one  special  moment  when 
Fonsje's  cheeks  flush  at  the  gentle  touch 
of  Muskrat's  hand.  All  the  pent-up 
emotion,  the  repression,  the  being,  are 
triggered  and  suddenly  everything  is  un- 
folded, understood.  It  is  a  moment  of 
plenitude;  a  moment  that  Muskrat  has 
Wolf  retell  in  countless  ways,  for  this  is 
the  experience  that,  mythologized, 
informs  his  erotic  life. 

Wolfs  erotic  —  or  better,  imaginative 
—  Hfe  coincides  with  Muskrat's  at  a  few 
key  points.  There's  one  hilarious  scene 
that  brilliantly  lampoons  boy  lovers' 
attraction  to  androgyny.  One  of  the 
innocent  youths  Wolf  picks  up  and 
takes  to  the  back  of  his  van  turns  out  to 
be  a  butch  girl.  But  on  the  whole. 
Wolfs  erotic  life  is  more  eclectic;  his 
fantasies  draw  on  experiences  that  are  as 
social  as  they  are  psychological.  The 
church  of  course  figures  highly;  so  do 
the  camp  aspects  of  gay  culture.  He 
goes  to  visit  Queen  Juliana,  for  exam- 
ple, who  concurs  with  him  that,  yes 
"Muskrat  needs  to  whore  around  for 
seven  years."  And  the  farce  is  none  too 
sparing  of  Wolf  himself:  his  all  too 
respectable  (and  all  too  tawdry)  practice 
of  keeping  boys  is  spoofed  by  another 
of  his  fantasies  in  which  an  egregious 
priest  marries  him  to  both  Tiger  and 
Muskrat  at  once. 

The  man  who  programmed  the  film 
at  the  festival  told  me  that  it  has 
received  a  hostile  reaction  from  the  gay 
press.  I  suppose  that's  because  the  film 
has  utterly  no  sympathy  for  its  subject. 
But  why  should  it?  It's  a  very  funny 
satire  of  boy-lovers  and  their  kept  boys, 
and  everything  in  the  movie,  all  the  way 
down  to  the  score  —  lifted  from  that 
European  pop  tradition  that  ABBA 
comes  out  of  —  exaggerates  the  senti- 


mental qualities  those  relations  often 
have.  But  to  say  there  is  no  sympathy  is 
not  to  say  there  is  no  sensitivity,  or 
analysis.  I  was  such  a  boy  once,  and  the 
film's  representation  of  man /boy  rela- 
tions at  their  most  traditional  (boys  as 
commodities,  "old  men"  as  money) 
sure  rings  true.  And  the  understanding 
Dear  Boys  has  of  language  and  the 
erotic  is  remarkable,  even  brilUant. 

Dear  Boys  was  shown  with  a  short 
film  called  The  Bucks  Party,  which 
takes  its  name  from  the  Western 
Australian  variant  of  the  stag  party.  A 
splendid  cultural  monograph,  it  docu- 
ments heterosexual  males  at  their  very 
worst.  No  frat  house  ritual  is  left  out: 
the  groom  is  locked  in  a  cage,  his  crotch 
shaved,  and  pissed  on  —  for,  as  one  guy 
says,  "He's  gonna  remember  this  a 
damn  site  longer  than  he  remembers  his 
wedding  —  I  mean,  these  is  his  mates, 
she's  just  his  wife."  And  the  repressed 
desire!  After  drinking  astonishing 
amounts  of  beer,  they  clench  quarters  in 
their  ass  cheeks,  grope  one  another,  and 
play  with  sausages  in  simulated  blow 
jobs  and  fucking. 

At  night,  the  hired  stripper  arrives, 
and  after  imitating  her  act,  they  make 
the  groom  rape  her.  The  next  morning, 
Mick,  an  Italian  guy  who  had  partici- 
pated in  the  jock  antics  halfheartedly,  if 
at  all  (and  whom  they  call  a  sissy),  is 
roped  into  his  sleeping  bag  and  dragged 
behind  a  car  feet  first.  They  all  laugh. 
The  car  swerves,  the  rope  snaps,  and 
Mick's  bound  body  flies  over  the  cliff 
and  into  the  lake.  His  near  death  is 
called  an  accident.  They  were  only  hav- 
ing fun,  they  assure  themselves.  The 
final  images  are  a  series  of  snapshots 
taken  at  the  wedding  later  in  the  week. 
They're  all  smiling  —  bride,  groom, 
well-wishers,  and  even  Mick  —  arms 


round  each  other.  Good  backslapping 
friends. 

The  film  couldn't  be  more  clear  in  its 
intent.  You  can't  watch  it  and  Hke  what 
it  reveals:  the  utter  brutality  of  the  insti- 
tution of  heterosexuality.  I  highly  rec- 
ommend The  Bucks  Party  to  anyone 
having  anything  to  do  with  straight 
men. 

Alexander  Wilson  D 

Film  notes  from 
the  Montroal  festival 

•Dear  Boys  (Lieve  Jongens),  Paul  de 
Lussanet,  Holland. 

"Wolf"  is  a  well-off  fortyish  writer  who 
is  loud,  boorish,  and  offensive  when 
he's  trying  to  be  irreverent,  roguish,  and 
charming.  He  gets  away  with  it  tempor- 
arily with  his  new  flame  Muskrat  but 
not  at  all  with  the  audience. 

It's  too  bad,  because  Dear  Boys  rides 
completely  on  his  presence  and  is  thus 
doomed  from  the  start.  It's  too  bad  also 
because  there's  enough  talent  in  this 
handsome,  expensive  movie  —  enough 
wit,  erotic  fantasy,  and  energy,  and 
enough  intriguing  glimpses  of  the  legen- 
dary Amsterdam  gay  subculture  —  that 
you  keep  thinking  that  de  Lussanet 
might  just  pull  it  off. 

No  such  luck.  Take  a  sequence  built 
laboriously  around  a  fart  joke,  for  ex- 
ample. Aside  from  the  fact  that  Animal 
House  has  depleted  this  meagre  source 
of  comedy  for  the  next  century,  de 
Lussanet  just  can't  handle  the  timing 
and  structure  to  make  it  work.  What's 
more,  the  brunt  of  the  joke  is  poor 
Albert,  Muskrat's  sixtyish  castoff  lover. 
It's  part  of  a  pattern:  whenever  things 
get  dull,  Albert  gets  pushed  off  his  bi- 
cycle by  a  van,  or  is  mocked  for  being 


hard-of-hearing,  etc.  This  would  be 
okay,  I  guess,  if  the  film  were  question- 
ing the  ageism  of  its  smug  young 
characters,  as  one  spectator  thought, 
but  this  hardly  seems  the  intent  where 
there's  a  single  slapstick  fall-guy  who 
never  has  a  chance. 

Another  problem  is  that  it's  hard  for 
North  Americans  to  get  a  handle  on  the 
venerable  European  tradition  of  well- 
placed  intellectual  gay  men  "keeping" 
attractive  younger  men,  an  imitation  of 
bourgeois  marriage  that  I  think  the  film 
is  taking  for  granted. 

(The  reason  I  am  not  sure  of  this  is 
that  there  are  more  cultural  barriers  get- 
ting in  the  way  of  understanding  this 
film  than  I  would  have  thought.  For  ex- 
ample, I  have  no  idea  whether  Wolfs 
obsession  with  Catholic  ritual  is  camp 
or  straight.  It  doesn't  help  to  have  the 
double-tiered  subtitles  go  whizzing  past 
at  the  breakneck  speed  of  the  dialogue, 
either.  I  am  sure  there's  a  wealth  of 
poetry  and  self-conscious  humour  in 
Wolfs  rantings  that  is  simply  lost  on 
non-Dutch  viewers.) 

A  more  fundaniental  problem  might 
just  be,  as  an  article  in  this  magazine 
once  sermonized,  that  in  a  society  so 
toleremt  and  liberal  as  the  Dutch,  gay 
culture  is  certain  to  be  shaped  by  a 
seeming  absence  of  struggle.  Is  this  why 
the  writhings  of  a  spoiled  misfit  who 
hasn't  heard  that  love  does  not  equal 
property  seem  trivial  in  comparison  to 
the  testimonies  of  Word  is  Out  or 
Nighthawksl 

I'm  not  sure  what  feelings  de 
Lussanet  wants  us  to  have  when  Wolf 
gets  deservedly  left  out  in  the  cold  at  the 
end  of  Dear  Boys,  but  I'm  sure  that  in- 
difference isn't  one  of  them. 
•Portrait  of  Teresa,  Pastor  Vega,  Cuba. 
Another  superb  feminist  film  from 
Cuba,  told  in  a  popular  melo  format 
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that  ftSis  already  made  it  one  of  the  all- 
time  hits  of  the  Cuban  cinema.  Teresa's 
old-fashioned  mother  says  that  "Wom- 
en are  women  and  men  are  men...  even 
Fidel  can't  change  that,"  but  Teresa  and 
the  film  prove  otherwise.  Don't  miss. 
Just  one  question:  how  come  the  only 
woman  in  the  credits  is  the  editor? 
•Masoch,  F  B  Taviani,  Italy. 
One  of  the  directors  of  Padre  Padrone 
has  shaped  this  overstated  biography  of 
the  first  self-affirmed  human  ashtray 
around  an  interesting  but  obvious  in- 
sight: for  all  Masoch 's  groveling  before 
the  whip  of  his  fur-bedecked  mistress, 
their  real  power  relation  balances  on  the 
same  old  economic  and  patriarchal 
structure. 

•Je  suis  n6  a  Venise  (Born  in  Venice), 
Maurice  Bejart,  France. 
A  dance-narrative  indulging  all  of 
Bejart's  usual  middlebrow  leaping  and 
swirling  hordes  at  their  most  pretentious 
and  platitudinous.  A  film  that  gives 
closetry  a  bad  name. 
•Sauve  qui  peut  (la  vie),  Jean-Luc  Godard, 
France. 

The  master's  favourite  image  of  the  Six- 
ties —  prostitution  —  returns  sharpened 
with  decidedly  Seventies  feminist  over- 
tones and  more  narrative  than  he's 
come  up  with  in  years. 
•Voyage  en  douce,  Michel  Deville,  France. 
Two  married  women  share  a  holiday, 
memories,  fantasies  and  not  a  few  les- 
bian sparks  in  this  voguishly  lyrical  tale 
that  masks  a  conventional  voyeuristic 
rip-off. 

•Palermo  oder  Wolfsberg,  Werner 
Schroeter,  West  Germany. 
The  best  film  to  date  by  the  supreme 
practitioner  of  avant-garde  camp  opera, 
probably  because  of  his  growing  interest 
in  social  realism  in  this  tragedy  of  a 
Sicilian  working  at  Volkswagen. 
Magdalena  Montezuma  hjis  only  a  sup- 
porting role  this  time,  fans,  but  well 
worth  the  ticket. 
•Lulu,  Walerian  Borowczyk,  EEC. 
What  happens  when  the  high  priest  of 
European  porno-chic  adapts  the  turn- 
of-the-century  German  play  that  epit- 
omizes 3,000  years  of  our  culture's 
misogyny?  A  rhetorical  question.  An  in- 
teresting footnote  is  that  G  W  Pabst's 
1928  film  treatment  of  the  "soulless," 
"man-eating"  temptress.  Lulu,  contain- 
ed the  first  sympathetic  (or  any)  portrait 
of  a  lesbian  in  film  history.  Borowczyk 
turns  this  supporting  character  into  a 
despicable  caricature  who  masturbates 
with  her  cane  and  makes  love  to  Lulu's 
body  after  it  has  been  vividly  disem- 
bowelled by  Jack  the  Ripper  (that's 
right).  Boycott. 

•(A  Intrusa)  The  Intruder,  C  H  Christensen, 
Brazil. 

How  do  you  deal  with  a  raunchy 
cowboy  yarn  in  which  two  brothers 
quarrel  fatally  over  their  woman  slave 
(fatally  for  her,  that  is)  because  what 
they  really  love  is  each  other?  What  do 
you  do  when  you  discover  that  the 
movie  is  a  faithful  adaptation  of  a  Jorge 
Luis  Borges  parable  (faithful  even  down 
to  the  contradictory  echoes  both  of 
Cain  and  Abel  and  of  David  and 
Jonathan...),  faithful  that  is,  except  for 
sundry  additional  homoerotic  frissons 
such  as  the  brothers'  daily  nude  sword- 
play  practice  at  bedtime  and  a  three- 
some culminating  in  a  long,  lusty  male- 
to-male  kiss?  How  do  you  react  when 
you  think  you  are  being  told  that  ho- 
mosexuality is  at  the  base  of  patriarchy 
or  maybe  even  that  homosexuality  must 
be  behind  any  challenge  to  patriarchy 
(someone  in  the  film  says  that  any  man 
who  looks  at  a  woman  for  more  than 
five  minutes  mu.st  be  a  faggot)  and  then 
a  Latin  American  woman  friend  tells 
you  how  thrilled  she  is  to  see  machismo 


Nina  Hagen:  "Her  mercurial  song/mime  is  a  ptiysioiogy  of  gestures  whicti  denies  ttiere  is  something  called  life  separate  from  performance 


finally  crumbling  on  the  screen.  Wait 
until  next  year's  festival  to  see  if  you're 
really  on  to  something  promising  or  just 
a  Brazilian  Friedkin. 

Thomas  WaughD 


New  wave, 
mass  media 


Blue  Suede  Shoes.  Kendon  Films.  Britain, 
1980. 

Cha  Cha  directed  by  Herbert  Curiel.  Black 
Tulip  Productions.  Netherlands,  1979. 
AC/DC:  Let  There  Be  Rock  directed  by  Eric 
Dionysius  and  Eric  Mistier.  High  Speed  Pro- 
ductions. France,  1980. 
Reggae  Sunsplash  directed  by  Stefan  Paul. 
Arsenal  Filmtheatre,  Filmvertreibs  Stefan 
Paul  KG.  West  Germany/Jamaica,  1979. 
The  Great  Rock  and  Roll  Swindle  directed  by 
Julian  Temple.  Kendon  Film.  Britain,  1980. 
D.O.A.  directed  by  Lech  Kowalski.  DOA  Pro- 
ductions Ltd.  USA,  1980. 

Films  about  new  wave  music  aren't 
necessarily  new  wave  films.  After  ten 
days  of  immersion  in  the  Festival  of 
Festival's  new  wave  "Music  Into  Film" 
series,  I'm  not  sure  what  they  are.  Since 
even  musicians  deny  knowledge  of  what 
"new  wave"  is,  maybe  I  should  be  con- 
tent to  be  confused.  What  a  film  can  do 
with  music  depends  on  the  music, 
maybe  more  on  the  musicians.  But  only 
partly.  1  like  to  think  film  can  do 
something  with  the  music  besides  senti- 
mentalize, obfuscate  or  promote. 
Wasn't  new  wave  a  reaction  against 
these  media  talents? 

These  questions  began  appropriately 
during  the  first  film  I  saw,  Blue  Suede 
Shoes,  a  1979  nostalgia /reunion  film 
about  the  Fifties.  Initially  it  promises  an 
insightful  view  of  early  rock.  Its  collage 
of  newsclips,  headlines,  concerts  and 
audience  vignettes  brings  back  the  deli- 
rium of  Fifties  rocknroll  audiences: 
their  intermittent  media-hyped  violence, 
their  proud  subjugation  to  the  conni- 
vances of  the  music  industry  ("It  cost  so 
much  I  framed  it  and  put  it  on  the 
wall"),  their  earnestness  in  cultivating  a 
distinct  style.  However,  the  film  doesn't 
fulfil  its  promise. 


There  should  have  been  enough  dis- 
tance from  Fifties  fads  to  tell  us  some- 
thing about  them,  and  about  the  current 
wave  of  Fifties  nostaligia  with  which  we 
are  dubiously  blessed.  Although  the 
camera  work  benefits  from  some  con- 
tact with  semiology  (haircuts  are  the 
main  magnets),  the  film  is  as  nostalgic 
as  the  reunion  concert  which  trium- 
phantly occupies  its  last  and  longest 
portion.  "Rocknroll  is  still  cdive  and 
will  never  die!"  proclaims  the  jubilant 
MC,  and  his  audience  seems  glad  to 
agree.  They  mean  that  people  still  Hke 
Bill  Haley.  But  it's  hard  to  forget  30 
years  have  intervened.  In  this  reincarna- 
tion, the  crowd  of  teddy  boys  looks 
simply  reactionary:  decadent  gallantry 
and  machismo  don't  improve  with  age. 

Like  the  music,  there's  lots  of  vitality 
and  display.  This  is  a  male  scene,  where 
the  style  for  men  is  more  developed  and 
obligatory  (haircuts  again).  Women's 
"freedom"  is  a  function  of  their  secon- 
dary role  —  they're  just  there  to  facili- 
tate the  action.  Even  the  dancing  has  a 
gymnastic  quality.  I  finally  lost  patience 
when  the  MC  shouted  "Bill  Haley!"  a 
dozen  times  as  that  aging  hero  took  his 
bows.  The  excitement  and  energy  gener- 
ated by  live  music  (or  republican  con- 
ventions) might  make  such  deification 
tolerable  —  having  to  watch  it  is  dif- 
ficult. As  a  spectator,  you  start  to  won- 
der what  they're  really  celebrating. 
Judging  by  the  songs,  the  freedom  to 
rock  around  the  clock.  The  film  might 
have  said  something,  but  didn't  —  it 
offers  no  motive  for  watching  this 
anachronism  unless  we're  crippled  fans 
or  anthropologists  who  can  marvel  at 
the  cultivation  of  hairstyles.  Naivett 
without  innocence  —  that's  the  pro- 
gram for  Fifties  fads  in  the  Eighties. 

The  opposite  could  describe  Cha 
Cha.  Open  with  rapid  historical  mon- 
tage: big  bands,  swing,  rocknroll, 
streets  burning,  then  Lene  Lovich  and 
Nina  Hagan  strolling  down  the  avenue  d 
la  Marlcnc  Dietrich,  expounding  their 
philosophy  as  Hermann  Brood  mor- 
osely trails  behind.  ("It's  time  to  un- 
wind and  be  free  again.  It's  hard  —  it. 
was  a  long  lime  ago.")  They  pa.ss  a 


statue  of  a  Dutch  anarchist.  Get  it? 

Nina  Hagan  was  named  the  redeem- 
ing light  of  the  movie  by  an  audience 
that  dismissed  the  rest  as  plotless  and 
atmospherically  heavy-handed.  The  real 
story  is  their  style,  the  conscious  and 
detached  "performance"  with  which 
they  invent  their  lives.  The  narrative  is 
spiced  with  episodes  of  thievery,  dreams 
and  stream-of-consciousness  meander- 
ings,  a  very  New  Wave  wedding  between 
Nma  and  Hermann  ,  and  always  Nina's 
astounding  presence  as  a  commedia 
dell'arte  vixen  gone  mad.  Her  mercurial 
song /mime  is  a  physiology  of  gestures 
which  furiously  denies  there  is  some- 
thing called  life  separate  from  perfor- 
mance. Lene  likes  to  stand  back  and 
look  ominous,  until  she  rescues  Nina 
for  a  "real"  new  wave  band.  While 
Nina  is  mobile,  Lene  is  mannered:  you 
get  the  unfortunate  feeling  that  she's 
where  she  wants  to  be,  a  girl  from 
Detroit,  and  no  matter  how  ominous 
she  tries  to  look  she  never  loses  that 
tinge  of  Miss-America-trying-to-look- 
interesting.  In  fairness,  the  film  doesn't 
do  her  or  Hermann  justice;  journalists 
tell  me  stories  of  editorial  crimes  circu- 
lating at  their  instigation.  Nina  however 
is  genuinely  unmerciful,  true  to  Her- 
mann's dream  of  her  as  a  diabolical 
fairy  godmother  witch  spitting  and  hiss- 
ing as  she  hurls  epithets  at  our  helpless 
hero.  She  transforms  her  moods  as  fast 
as  she  can  close  a  smiling  jaw  with  an 
unsentimental  hand;  her  face  is  an  ency- 
clopedia of  passionately  detached  and 
arbitrary  intensity.  One  surmises  that 
the  director,  or  editor,  lazily  decided 
that  a  shared  nihilism  was  all  the  sense 
the  film  needed. 

A  cryptic  atmosphere  of  surrealism  is 
created  by  the  film's  density,  its  dia- 
logues and  ner\ous  scene  changes,  its 
tinted  "cinema  vtritt"  sequences  of 
tanks  rolling  across  silent  streets.  This  I 
suppose  connotes  some  invasion  of  ter- 
ritory and  borrows  from  the  war 
imagery  of  new  wave  lyrics.  But  the 
filmmakers  can't  decide  whether  to  con- 
struct a  film  in  which  the  musicians  play 
them.selves  —  as  a  good  band  leader ' 
composer  does  with  ja/^  improvisers  — 
or  an  independent  film  with  its  own 
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irony  or  fury.  The  musicians  method- 
ically subvert  emotion,  and  their  music 
revels  in  their  own  deviance.  In  fact  the 
music  succeeds  in  its  subversion  where 
the  film  doesn't:  it's  a  choreography  of 
hints,  turning  public  life  into  private 
language,  claiming  its  justification  with 
their  style,  and  calling  it  all  "new 
wave."  It  doesn't  disrupt;  it  metamor- 
phoses. 

Not  all  the  films  were  about  new 
wave.  I'll  mention  just  a  couple,  which 
share  if  nothing  else  an  aura  of  spiritual 
engagement  quite  distinct  from  "new 
wave"  detachment.  AC/DC:  Let  There 
Be  Rock  promotes  a  heavy  metal  band 
from  Australia  which  excels  in  the 
expected:  volume,  and  aural  and  visual 
pyrotechnics.  To  Uke  this  music,  you 
have  to  succumb  —  with  the  added 
attraction  of  guitarist  Angus  Young's 
death-defying  contortions  and  elec- 
tronic wizardry,  the  music  suggests  the 
sacrificial  rites  of  an  insane  clan.  It's  a 
film  for  teenagers,  who  claimed  it  both 
audibly  and  visually  with  their  t-shirts 
and  buttons.  At  that  age  sublimated 
violence  and  Zen-inducing  volume  make 
sense;  who  else  can  appreciate  the  word- 
less mysticism  and  uncorrupted  collec- 
tive power  of  the  performance? 

Reggae  Sunsplash  is  a  West  German  / 
Jamaican  film  combining  music  from  a 
recent  Reggae  festival  with  powerful 
scenes  of  Jamaican  life.  Like  the  music, 
the  singers  are  sensual,  spiritual,  articu- 
late and  poUtical  all  at  once.  Puffing  on 
renowned  Jamaican  marijuana,  they  ex- 
pound on  Rastafara  religion,  and 
Reggae's  people,  music  and  politics. 
The  film  is  marred  by  amateurism  but 
communicates  a  strong  sense  of  the 
music  as  part  of  a  determined  and 
loving  movement. 

The  Great  Rock  and  Roll  Swindle  is 
about  how  the  Sex  Pistols  were  trans- 
formed into  a  commodity  in  (supposed) 
contrast  to  their  style  and  intentions. 
The  star  is  their  manager,  a  charming 
and  clever  fellow  who  confides  in  his 
girlfriend  —  a  new  wave  midget  with  an 
unchanging  expression  of  astonishment 

—  the  steps  to  "seUing  a  band  that  can't 
play."  Smothered  in  teirtan  and  flashing 
his  t-shirt  slogan  "cash  from  chaos," 
Malcolm  McLaren  leads  her,  and  us, 
through  a  romping  series  of  "lessons" 
on  how  to  create  demand  —  and  profit 

—  from  the  antics  of  the  Sex  Pistols. 
It's  impossible  not  to  be  tickled  by  his 
candor,  or  by  the  mildly  absurdist 
sequence  of  events  (beginning  with  1 8th- 
century  riots)  that  made  the  Sex  Pistols 
into  international  cult  heroes.  The 
movie's  eclectic  goofiness  continues  the 
irreverent  spirit  of  British  rock  com- 
edies, and  is  effective  in  its  waggish 
"expos6"  of  British  society  and 
cultural-economic  manipulation.  It's  so 
successful  that  it's  easy  to  forget  that 
the  film  is  as  much  a  manipulation  of 
the  Sex  Pistols  as  the  strategies  of  its 
star. 

The  Sex  Pistols  weren't,  of  course,  a 
"band  that  can't  play."  Their  music 
was  propaganda,  their  violent  politiciza- 
tion  a  refusal  to  please  audiences  with 
pleasant  sounds  or  optimistic  lyrics.  The 
media  were  paradoxically  used  by  them 
to  subvert  passivity,  rock  star  fame, 
infantile  projections  and  romantic  fan- 
tasies. The  band's  "planned  obsoles- 
cence" was  logical,  and  the  film's  most 
effective  moment  finds  Johnny  Rotten 
sitting  and  gazing  at  his  applauding  aud- 
ience during  their  American  tour, 
moments  before  their  dissolution. 

The  Sex  Pistols  wanted  to  subvert  the 
hypocritical  manufacture  of  stardom 
(including  the  Queen's);  they  also  urged 
people  to  form  their  own  bands.  A  new 
"savage  waif"  style  was  created,  often 


without  the  original  political  intentions. 
The  style,  in  its  most  nihiUstic  form,  is 
now  embraced  with  patriotic  fervour. 
Toronto's  (also  anachronistic)  version 
of  this  milieu  was  out  in  full  regalia  to 
claim  the  premiere  of  another  Sex 
Pistols  movie,  D.O.A. 

Hopefully,  D.O.A.'' s  abysmal  sound 
and  editing  will  be  cleaned  up  before  the 
film  is  officially  distributed.  It  ambi- 
tiously combines  interviews  with  the  Sex 
Pistols'  drummer,  cameo  appearances 
of  several  bands,  scenes  of  bleak  British 
public  housing,  and  gatherings  of  young 
boys  with  compelling  expressions,  with 
interviews  with  professional  commenta- 
tors like  record  company  executives 
talking  hke  sociologists.  You  do  get  a 
sense  of  punk  as  a  revolt  in  the  midst  of 
decaying  society.  "God  Save  the 
Queen"  on  a  barge  on  the  Thames  dur- 
ing the  Jubilee  is  spectacular.  Talking 
afterwards,  the  producer  told  me  its 
value  lies  in  just  such  "rare"  film  clips, 
particularly  of  Sid  Vicious  being  sweetly 
manipulated  by  Nancy  as  he  nods  out  in 
an  interview  hours  before  his  death. 
Such  morbidity  depressed  the  audience 
to  the  producer's  satisfaction  (so  he 
said),  but  in  reality  exposed  the  exploit- 
ative nature  of  the  whole  enterprise. 

The  incongruity  between  punk  and 
the  pseudo-inteUigence  of  the  film  is  not 
disguised  by  documentary  detail.  The 
audience  drowned  out  the  dialogue 
every  time  a  suit  appeared  —  but  their 
intransigent  anti-intellectualism  starts 
with  the  film.  Choosing  oily  entrepren- 
eurs to  comment  on  the  "social  con- 
text" of  punk  reinforces  the  attitude 
that  punk  is  inaccessible  to  anything 
resembling  analysis.  Punk  demands  a 
strategy  both  more  sympathetic  and 
more  detached.  What  works  as  cultural 
journalism  in  Reggae  Sunsplash  looks 
like  opportunism  in  D.O.A.  (whose 
producer,  responsible  for  both,  unwise- 
ly confided  in  me  his  ambition  to  gobble 
up  "all  rock  footage  there  is").  The 
audience  certainly  received  it  that  way. 
The  contradictory  implications  of  punk 
obviously  need  real  exploration,  not  a 
sentimental  and  cynical  melodrama 
cashing  in  on  alienation  —  especially 
given  audiences  who  haven't  sorted  out 
the  politics  of  dog-collar  style  appropri- 
ate to  their  own  situation.  If  you're 
interested  in  what  happened  in  Britain 
in  1976  you  "have"  to  see  this  film  — 
but  you  don't  have  to  like  it. 

Movies  about  music  aren't  so  simple 
to  make  any  more.  Dealing  with  a  music 
that  challenges  co-optive  "entertain- 
ment," they  can't  just  entertain;  faced 
with  growing  consciousness  about  style, 
and  about  relations  with  both  the  indus- 
try and  with  other  groups,  they  can't 
just  advertise.  Contemporary  struggles 
in  the  music  scene  about  the  meaning  of 
style,  or  about  authenticity  versus  sell- 
ing out,  go  beyond  Fifties  idolatry. 
People  listening  to  this  music  hear  more 
than  "let's  rock."  Movies  can  show 
these  dynamics  as  music  alone  can't; 
they  can  form,  as  Godard  says,  an 
image  that  is  a  contradiction  of  images. 
New  wave  music  has  lots  of  contradic- 
tions, but  the  films  seem  still  a  few  steps 
behind. 

Jody  BerlandD 


Our  contributors 

Jody  Berland  works  with  the  Cultural  Workers' 
Alliance  in  Toronto. . .  Norman  Hay  writes  and 
lives  in  Toronto. . .  Michael  Joyce  enjoys  a 
modest  reputation  for  his  Bloody  Mary  tours 
through  midtown  Manhattan. . .  Jon  Kaplan  is  a 
Toronto  freelance  editor...  James  Tennyson  is 
pursuing  yet  another  college  degree...  Thomas 
Waugh  is  director  of  the  film  programme  at  Con- 
cordia University  in  Montreal...  Alexander 
Wilson  is  busy  preparing  his  garden  for  winter. 
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GaySmall  Press  by  Ian  Young 


Little  Lulu  meets  Verlalne 


As  a  kid,  I  was  as  much  a  fan  of  the 
comics  as  anyone,  devouring  everything 
from  Batman  to  Little  Lulu.  My 
favourite  by  a  light  year  was  the  high- 
class  British  boys'  comic  paper  Eagle, 
featuring  space  pilot  Dan  Dare,  he  of 
the  lightning-flash  eyebrows.  This 
tabloid-sized  weekly  offered  the  more 
literate  variety  of  English  (and  colonial) 
lad  a  thrilUng  mix  of  high-minded  im- 
perialism, romantic  man /boy  couples, 
all-male  adventure,  first  class  artwork 
and  sturming  colour  reproduction. 
Cripes!  What  a  smasher! 

Eagle's  lofty  standards  spoiled  me.  In 
my  career  as  what  one  laughingly  calls 
an  adult  I've  never  been  a  devotee  of 
"aduh  comix,"  "head  comix" 


cuch.  Most  of  these  sex-drugs-&-chaos 
creations  seem  imprisoned  by  a  feverish, 
pustulant  view  of  existence  that  I  find 
tedious  in  the  extreme.  Not  for  me  the 
strutting,  lock-step  conga  hnes  of  iden- 
tical, drooling  galoots,  the  massive 
three-fingered  fists  smashing  into 
human  faces  that  splatter  like  tomatoes, 
or  the  frenzied  bedroom  scrimmages  of 
lecherous-looking  alley-cats  with  human 
mammaries.  As  for  any  gay  content,  the 
only  previous  item  I've  had  a  chance  to 
read  in  full  was  the  first  issue  of  an  un- 
pleasant little  effort  called  Gay 
Hearthrobs,  about  which  the  less  said 
the  better. 

All  of  which  made  me  less  than  op- 
timistic about  the  prospect  of  Gay 
Comix  No  L  But  having  read  it  cover  to 
cover,  I  give  it  a  four-star  rating.  As  all 
the  stories  by  different  lesbian  and  gay 
artists  are  intelligent  and  amusing,  and 
most  are  very  well  drawn,  it's  a  bit  un- 
fair to  single  any  out.  But  my  own  fav- 
ourite is  "Billy  Goes  Out"  by  Howard 
Cruse,  who  doubles  as  editor.  The 
events  of  one  young  gay  man's  night 
out  are  related  with  affection,  realism 
and  humour.  The  drawing  is  excellent 
and  Cruse  has  the  ability  to  render  an 
individual  character  in  just  a  couple  of 
panels.  He  can  also  convey  ideas  and 
questions  about  human  relationships 
and  sexual  needs  without  preaching  or 
overshadowing  his  story.  Rather  he  uses 
them  to  give  the  story  its  interest. 

Cruse  is  a  talented  artist  and  has  as- 
sembled a  good  group  of  contributors. 
Here's  hoping  this  is  only  the  first  of 
many.  It's  a  $1 .25  from  Kitchen  Sink 
Enterprises,  PO  Box  7,  Princeton,  WI 
54%8  USA. 

Two  new  poetry  anthologies  have 


come  in  the  post  —  neither  of  them 
officially  gay,  but  both  eminently 
worthwhile.  The  (mostly  women)  poets 
in  Nine  Apples:  A  Neopagan  Anthology 
(Artemisia  Press,  PO  Box  6423,  Col- 
orado Springs,  CO  80934  USA:  $3.95) 
are  all  unfamiliar  to  me  though  some 
have  published  elsewhere.  In  compiling 
the  book,  the  editors  sensibly  put  "art 
before  doctrine"  and  an  intriguing  and 
varied  collection  has  resulted.  Chas  S 
Clifton's  work  and  Susan  Zwinger's 
powerful  "Discovered  Rot  at  my  Bone" 
especially  caught  my  attention. 

Coming  A  t tractions,  edited  by  Dennis 
Cooper  "with  the  assistance  of  Tim 
Dlugos"  is  subUtled  "An  Anthology  of 
Poets  in  Their  Twenties."  There  are  22 
poets  here,  including  one  Canadian,  and 
the  editor  tells  us,  a  bit  schoolmaster- 
ishly,  that  "to  even  the  casual  reader, 
(their)  differences  should  be  apparent." 
Perhaps,  but  one  is  also  struck  by  simi- 
larities. There  is  a  fair  poundage  of  in- 
terchangeable free-association  blather 
here,  as  well  as  too  many  high-schoolish 
threnodies  to  boredom. 

To  my  mind,  the  most  engaging  of  the 
writers  are  those  who  best  measure  their 
words  rather  than  dissipating  their  ef- 
fects by  fiailing,  meandering  or  laying 
on  the  poetic  stuff  with  a  shovel.  For 
me,  there  are  six  whose  abilities  stand 
out  from  the  rest:  Chau-les  Baxter,  Cheir 
Fein  and  David  Trinidad  are  all  new  to 
me.  Tim  Dlugos,  Dennis  Cooper  and 
Wayne  McNeill  have  already  elicited  my 
hosannas  and  halleluiahs.  The  collection 
is  $4  from  Little  Caesar  Press,  3373 
Overland  Ave,  No  2,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90034  USA. 

Lines  and  Images  from  the  Rubayiat 
of  Omar  Kayyam  ($2.95  for  signed; 
numbered  $10,  Personal  Publications, 
PO  Box  9005,  Washington,  DC)  is  a  lit- 
tle booklet  of  drawings  and  photos  of 
penises  (sometimes  accompanied  by 
flowers  or  vegetables)  by  the  Washing- 
ton artist  Nuki.  Alongside  are  lines 
from  the  Fitzgerald  translation  of  the 
Rubayiat.  A  slim  thing,  but  worthwhile 
for  collectors  of  male  erotica  —  or  edi- 
tions of  the  Rubayiat. 

Finally,  Phillip  Shirley's  translations 
of  Paul  Verlaine's  unabashed  heterosex- 
ual, lesbian  and  gay  poems  in  Women  & 
Men;  Erotica  are  nothing  short  of  bril- 
liant, far  superior  to  the  quite  decent 
renderings  of  some  of  the  same  material 
in  the  recent  collection  of  Verlaine  and 
Rimbaud  erotica,  A  Lover's  Cock. 

All  the  wonderful  old  favourites 
Grandma  used  to  read  to  us  are  here: 
"Song  of  the  Prick,"  "At  Boarding 
School,"  "Sonnet  to  the  Asshole".... 
Shirley  manages  to  keep  both  the  rhyme 
scheme  and  the  exuberance  of  the  orig- 
inals, and  avoids  the  mistakes  of  a 
number  of  previous  translators.  Verlaine 
is  one  of  the  most  difficult  poets  to 
render  into  other  languages,  but  the 
pseudonymous  Mr  Shirley  has  done 
himself  and  the  poet  proud.  The  volume 
contains  the  French  originals  and  more 
than  two  dozen  illustrations  from  early 
editions  of  the  poems  and  other  contem- 
porary erotic  books.  Really  a  must  for 
every  gay  or  poetry  library!  It's  $14.95 
(cloth)  and  $7.95  (paper)  from  Stonehill 
Publishing,  1 140  Avenue  of  the  Ameri- 
cas. New  York.  NY  1(X)36  USAl  1 


Picture  Framing 

Our  prices  are  low. 
We  only  charge  for  the 
materials  used.  You  save 
on  labour  and  mounting 
charges. 


The  Green  Door 
Art  Gallery 

2254  Queen  Street  East 
Toronto  •  691-3972 


Best  Seller  in  U.S.A., 
England,  Australia 


BREAKING 
THE  CHAINS 


m 


The  Struggle  for  Gay 
Liberation  &  Socialism 

by  Susan  Tyburn 

For  each  copy,  send  $2  to  the 
International  Socialist,  P.O. 
Box  339,  Station  "E",  Toronto, 
Ont.  Bulk  rates  available. 

1500  copies  sold  this  year 


Boutique 

461  Parliament  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario  MSA  3A3 

928-9612 


CINIMA  AND   MOVfE  PHOTOs 
EXCLUSIVE  POSTERS  AND  CIFTs 
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QU5EN  OF  HEAftTS 


599  Yonge  Street 
2  blocks  north  of  Wellesley 


mac;a 


Tel:  (416)%  1-9399 
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KEY  WEST 


For  free  directory  and  map: 
Call  us:  800-327-9191  Ext.  499.  Or 
Write:  Key  West  Business  Guild,  P.O. 
Box  1208-C,  Key  West,  FL  33040,  U.S.A. 


SIM0i\T0i\  CdlJKT 

(^iJKSiiioiJSi:  ioK>ii:\ 

K(Miii>i*i:ii  Willi  iNHiciii:  iM»si:s- 
.'{'iO  SI>KIM  0\ 

I4i:v  M  i:sT  I  I..I  xwM 


BI6  RUBY'S  INN 

A  Tropical  Resort  for  Men! 
409  SMITH  LN. .  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040 

(305)296-2323    The  First  & 

Still  the  Best! 

19  FIRST  CLASS  AC- 
COMMODATIONS 
SECLUDED  POOL  & 
GARDENS  CONTI- 
NENTAL BREAKFAST 
Coming  soon  in  New 
York  City  A  Big  Ruby's 
Inn  International 

25%  DISCOUNT  WITH  THIS  AD 


Gideon     Casual  luxury. 

Lowe       Thoughtful 


H 


innkccptng. 
OUSC     6  Sensible  prices 

409  Waiam  St  (305)294-5%9 


QOOFTOP 

I  \  Cafe&Bar   \ 

310  FRONT  ST.  KEY  WEST 
294-2042 


■[CP 


/ \ 


60I  Caroline  Street 
Key  West.  Horida  330*0 
(305)  CYpress  4^969 


I       Luxury  In  Old  Key  West 


Cypwess  House 


:5^>  A  FRBtOLY  OLD-TOWN  GUESTHOUSE 
\  Dw  a.c.  bedrooms  al  have  private 
'   bath.  Ljrge  tropical  pool  A  secluded 
sundeck.  Compimentafy  bnaMast  & 
sunset  drink.  For  brochure  t  reserva- 
tions cal  your  hosts  Kees  &  Terry. 

8206  WHTE  STDEET,  KEY  WEST 
aORDA  33040,  (305)  294-3146 


tliors 


e/ti/inc/ive    auei/  accommcdaAom 

72SWhile  at  Pelronia  Key  West  Florid* 

305  29i  pSi 


SEA  ISLE  GUEST  HOUSE 


■IN  THE  HEART  OF  OLD  TOWN" 


$20/Night  Single  or  Double  Occupancy 


OFF  STREET  PARKING  -  PRIVATf  BATHS 


THEMONSTER 

DlS(:CfEECME 


400  FRONT  ST. 


IN  KEY  WEST 


It's  like 
staying  with  a 

friend 


Lodge 
Motel 


Duval  Street  at 

Truman  Avenue 

KEY  WEST  FLA    305-296-9915 


K»y  Lodge  la  a  lilll*  dillerant.  Ware 

in  Iha  heart  of  Old  Town*.  The 

anwironmeni  is  frtandty  and 

private.,  .the  company,  miied. . . 

the  acconwnodalions,  first  rale! 

Individually  decorated  rooma  and 

heated  pool.  Every  room  enioya 

color  TV.  A  C. 

refrigerator,  phone 

and  ceiling  fans. 


Cocklails  Poolside  in  the  Afternoons 


POOL 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

T.V. 


915 

WINDSOR  LN. 
KEY  WEST,  FL 

33040 


s 


(305) 

294-1772 


William  Street  House 

A  private  tropical  garden  &  pool 
complete  the  perfect  setting  for 
a  relaxing  vacation  In  Old  Town. 

329  William  Street 

Key  West,  Florida  33040 

(305)294-6052 


ye/mcby 


418  Uniled  .Si.  Kry  We.i.  33040  (305)  294.8345 


LIGHTHOUSE  COURT 

An  exquisitely  relaxed  compound  of  apailments, 
guesthouse,  cottage  with  private  guest  accom- 
modations, health  club,  and  pool. 
Across  from  the  Hemingway  House 
902  Whitehead,  Key  West,  Fl.  33040 
\  (305)  294-9588 


IS  key  west  club  hafh  &  lodge 


FOR  RESERVATIONS,       800-327-7076 
FREE  BROCHURE  uww^«.#     rvtv 

In  Fla.  or  outside  continental  U.S.  call  305  294-5239 
or  write  Dennis,  621  Truman  Ave    Key  West,  FL  33040 
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FRIENDS  ^ 


Southern  Ontario 

YOUNG  GAY  FEMALE  seeks  sensitive,  hon- 
est, attractive,  intelligent,  warm  woman  for 
possible  long-term  relationship.  Must  live  in 
Hamilton.  Send  phone  and  details;  discretion 
assured.  Loretta,  PO  Box  243,  Stoney  Creek, 
Ontario,  L8G  3X9. 


uniM 

National 


ENGLISHMAN  VISITING  Canada  June/- 
July  '81,  requires  correspondents  for  ex- 
change visits,  friendship  etc.  in  Toronto, 
Quebec  City,  Montreal  and  Ottawa.  Reply 
drawer  C085. 


Alberta 


MALE.32,  5'8",  150  lbs,  seeks  same  21  to  30 
for  friendship  and  possible  relationship.  Peace 
River,  Grande  Prairie  region.  Interested  in 
books,  theatre,  sports.  Photo  appreciated  but 
not  necessary.  Box  1837,  Fairview,  AB  TOH  ILO. 
MALE,  37,  5'6",  150  lbs,  nice  looking.  If 
you're  a  professional  man,  40  and  up,  visiting 
Calgary  and  need  company  of  a  very  discreet 
guy,  drop  me  a  line.  For  meeting  you  at  your 
hotel  room,  let  me  know  in  good  time  for  re- 
ply.   Drawer  CI 24. 

Atlantic  Canada     

HALIFAX,  32,  5'11",   185,  with  many  in- 
terests, enjoys  life.    You  find  out  the  rest. 
Want  to  share?  All  replies  answered.  Drawer 

C089. 

GAY  MALE,  MARRIED,  31,  prefer  men  21 
to  40.  175  lbs,  6'2",  average  looks,  affec- 
tionate, honest,  sincere,  discreet.  Interested  in 
music.  Seeks  friend  for  casuzil  meetings,  must 
be  discreet.  Fredericton  area.  Drawer  CI  16. 

British  Columbia 

VANCOUVER:  YOUNG  MALE,  24  yrs  old, 
5'7",  128  lbs,  brown  H  and  E,  good  job,  ser- 
ious and   sincere, seeks   friend,   financially 
secure,  wishing  to  build  a  meaningful  relation. 
Snap  to  Drawer  B99S. 

SEARCHING  FOR  STRONG,  gentle,  honest 
man,  capable  of  giving  and  receiving  large 
amounts  of  love  and  affection.  Interested  in 
same  for  loving  sexual  working  relationship. 
M.A.C.,  PO  Box  682,  Vancouver,  BC. 

BI  SINGLE  MALE,  33,  slim,  non-smoker,  6', 
interested  in  classical  music,  hiking,  sailing, 
food,  wine,  seeks  other  bi's  similar  age/- 
younger  with  similar /complementary  inter- 
ests. Reply  with  particulars  and  if  possible 
photo.  Drawer  C061. 

PARTNER    NEEDED    to    develop    self- 
sufficient  homestead  in  BC's  Gulf  Islands. 
Capital  welcome  but  not  necessary.  Am  slim, 
36,  cuddly.  Drawer  CI  15. 


Winnipeg 


I'M  28,  BLUE-EYED,  very  well-hung,  and 
muscular.  If  you  are  a  bodybuilder,  I  want  to 
meet  you.  Discretion.  Drawer  CI04. 
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Montreal 


GOOD-LOOKING  MALE,  26,  5'6",  142  lbs, 
brown  hair,  eyes,  clean,  own  place  and  car,  in- 
terested in  meeting  man  21-30  for  friendship 
or  relationship.  Photo  appreciated,  discretion 

assured.  Drawer  C075. 

TEACHER,  36.  WISH  discreet  relationship, 
slim,  handsome,  young  student,  CEGEP,  high 
school,  college,  university.  Have  apartment 
downtown.  Canadians,  Americans,  Euro- 
pcans,  Asians  welcomed.  Drawer  C067. 
ACADIAN  MALE  PROFESSIONAL,  29. 
5'1 1",  147  lbs,  attractive,  slim,  wants  to  mcci 


mature  masculine  man  35-45  over  6',  aggres- 
sive, gentle,  sincere,  affectionate.     Object, 
meaningful  friendship  and  possibly  more! 
Drawer  CI  11. 


Saskatoon 


YOUNG  GAY  MALES,  straight  appearance, 
ages  22,  29,  would  like  to  meet  other  males  the 
same  up  to  age  35  for  get  togethers  and  friend 
ship.  Discretion  assured  and  expected.  Photo 
and  phone  appreciated.  Drawer  C126. 

Southern  Ontario 

MASCULINE,  WELL-HUNG  guy,  6'3",  26, 
1 85 ,  looking  for  masculine  Ontario  guys  under 
35  for  evening  or  weekend  fun.  I  live  in  Toron- 
to (weekends)  but  travel  extensively 
throughout  Ontario.  Have  degree,  like 
photography,  outdoors.  Discretion  assured. 
Drawer  C058. 


LOCKER  ROOM  •  BANG 
RUSH  •  HARDWARE 

$4EACH(5for$15) 

WE  WILL  NOT  BE  UNDERSOLD 
RLS  Management 

66  Gerrard  Street  East 
Toronto,  ON  MSB  1G5 

Wholesale  Inquiries  invited 
(416)  977-4718 


YOUNG  MASCULINE  ATHLETE,  Hamil- 
ton area,  into  jacking  off,  seeks  straight  well- 
built  dudes  who  like  to  smoke  up.  Drawer 
C060. 

SINCERE  AFFECTIONATE  relationship 
sought  with  a  masculine  guy  who  desires  the 
same.  rm36,  5'9",  140 lbs,  masculine,  India- 
born,  quiet,  discreet,  cheerful,  sincere.  In- 
terests  varied  and  flexible.  Drawer  C092. 

ST  CATHARINES,  31,  5'8",  140  lbs,  beard, 
tired  of  bars,  seeking  friends  in  area.   Enjoy 
music,  plants,  people,  shows,  dinners,  home 
life.     Am  quiet,  cuddly,  honest,  discreet. 
Drawer  C097. 

SENSITIVE  LONER,  mid-20's,  6',  160  lbs. 
Romantic,  honest,  sincere  and  discreet.  Seek- 
ing: masculine,  outgoing,  sexually  aggressive 
guy  to  pamper  and  enjoy  life  with.  Interests: 
plants,  music,  books,  travel,  quiet  evenings, 
some  night  life.  Should  be  sincere  and  looking 
for  a  lasting  relationship.  *Mr.  Right,'  I  know 
you're  out  there!  Drawer  C098. 

ATTRACTIVE  PROFESSIONAL  male,  38, 
5'7",  130  lbs,  masculine  appearance,  seeks 
close  friendship  with  intelligent  sincere  young 
man  under  25  yrs.  Prefer  slim,  shy  types  (who 
need  father  figure).  Inex.  okay,  must  be 
honest  and  discreet.  Write  and  tell  me  about 
yourself.  I  am  gentle,  affectionate  and  have 
many  interests,  but  need  someone  to  share 
them  with.  Drawer  C102. 


Toronto 


LOOKING  FOR  A  MATURE,  educated,  in- 
telligent, athletic  man  willing  to  work  at 
creating  a  sincere  relationship.  Serious  in- 
quiries  only.  444-4032. 

WHITE  MALE,  37,  professional,  would  like 
to  meet  positive  huskies  30-40  who  love  life. 
Many    interests,    reasonably    well-built. 
Discreet.  Drawer  C053. 

MOVING  TO  TORONTO  from  Western 
Canada  in  November.  Professional  man,  43 
years,  6'4",2l01bs.  Interests  include  classical 
music,  theatre,  cooking,  travel,  education. 
Honest  and  sincere,  interested  in  meeting  new 
friends  with  similar  interests.    Age  unimpor- 

tani.   Drawer  C039. 

T.V..  T/S.  ATTRACTIVE,  slim  and  sen- 
suous, needed  to  become  the  mistress  of  a  tall, 
handsome,  masculine  male  (42).    Write  with 

photo  and  phone  to  Drawer  CI  10.       

LEATHER/LEVI  MAN.  40.  5'I0".  165. 
visits  Toronto  periodically,  wants  to  meet 
horny  guys  for  leather /  Icvi  fantasy  and  action, 
but  not  S/M.    Photo  and  raunchy  letter  ap- 

prcciated.  Drawer  C093. 

GOOD  LOOKING  SLIM  male.  29.  seeks 
companion.    I  am  looking  for  men  20-35  yrs 

(  iiniinunl  nc«l  page 


IBPGUSSHDS 

Need  a  roomnnate?  Looking  for  a  sex  partner?  Got  sonnething  to  sell, 
trade  or  exchange?  Bored  with  your  boa?  TBP  classifieds  can  find  you 
a  new  home,  a  hot  night,  a  job,  a  house  cleaner,  a  replacennent  for  that 
tedious  reptile  —  just  about  anything.  Use  your  innagination  —  if  we 
don't  have  the  category  to  cover  your  needs,  think  up  a  new  one  and 
we'll  use  it. 

What  you  say  is  up  to  you,  but  be  positive  about  yourself  rather  than 
negative  about  others.  Phrases  like  "no  fats  or  ferns,"  or  "no  Blacks" 
are  insulting.  TSP  does  not  print  insults. 

Restrictions?  A  few  —  not  ours,  but  the  Criminal  Code's.  It  is  illegal 
to  have  sex  with  anyone  of  the  same  sex  under  the  age  of  21,  to  have 
sex  with  more  than  one  person  at  a  time  regardless  of  their  ages,  or  to 
solicit  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution.  Word  your  ad  accordingly  — 
we  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Answering?  If  you  want  replies  directly,  you'll  have  to  put  your  ad- 
dress or  phone  number  in  your  ad.  If  you  want  more  privacy,  we'll 
assign  your  ad  a  drawer  number,  collect  the  replies,  and  fonward  them 
to  you  once  a  week.  The  charge  for  this  forwarding  service  is  two  dol- 
lars per  ad  per  issue. 

Answering  someone  else's  ad  is  easy  too.  Just  put  your  reply  in  an 
envelope,  and  address  it  as  in 
the  diagram  at  right.  Office  staff 
do  not  open  any  mail  with  a 
drawer  number  on  the  envelope. 
Your  unopened  letter  will  be  for- 
warded within  the  week. 

So  start  writing.  The  amount  in  the  box  when  you  reach  the  last  word 
of  your  ad  is  the  amount  you  owe.  Business  ads  cost  more:  see  below. 
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THE  BODY  POLITIC/37 


Tired  of  bars? 

Are  you  an  intelligent  gay  man  or 
woman  who  would  like  to  meet 
other  intelligent  people?  Are  you 
looking  for  a  new  relationship,  a 
lover,  friends  or  roommates? 
Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  our 
members  would  like  to  get  to 
know  you. 

Serving  Toronto  —  Ontario  —  all 
areas  of  Canada,  most  areas  of 
the  United  States  —  and  world- 
wide. Call: 

CONTACT 

(21 2)  232-5500 

Monday  through  Friday 
1  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 


THE  KEY  CLAN 


Canada's  Leading 
Swinger's  Club 

for  a(jult  couples  an(d 

singles  everywhere. 

Established  1967. 

Sample  magazine  $3.00. 

Details  free. 

The  Key,  Room  19, 
PO  Box  68,  Station  L, 
Toronto,  ON  M6E  4Y4 
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Leathers 

Box    161,     Agincourt,     Ontario 
Canada     MIS  3B6 

Illustrated  Catalogue  $3.50 
^^                      Plus  75c  Postage 
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Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GAV 
niATCI 

Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


HASSLE  FREE  CLINIC 
NEW  HOURS 


EFFECTIVE  OCTOBER  6,  1980   HFC  WILL  OPERATE  SEPARATE 
MEN'S  AND  WOMEN'S  CLINICS,  BOTH  AT  556  CHURCH  ST. 


MEN  -  HOURS: 


NEW  PHONE  —  922-0603 


MON.,  WED. 

4-9 

TUES.,THUR. 

10-3 

SAT. 

12-5 

who,  like  myself,  are  tired  of  the  bar  scene. 
My  interests  include  ballet,  books,  languages 
and  travel.  I  am  sincere  and  will  answer  all  let- 
ters.  Drawer  C088. 

SENSUAL,  SLIM  36-YR-OLD,  'Peter  Sellers 
look-alike'  and  'dirty  old  man,'  wants  to  meet 
with  'clean,'  slim,  willing,  versatile,  excitable, 
sincere  young  men,  to  share  pleasurable, 
tender  and  fun  evenings  or  weekends  with,  if 
the  vibes  are  mutually  arousing.  No  hustlers. 
Sex  is  the  object,  but  remain  open  to  things 
evolving  further.  Let's  see  if  we  want  to  'play' 

together.  Drawer  €090. 

PROFESSIONAL  CAREER-MINDED 
male,  38,  6',  170  lbs,  young  in  mind,  heart  and 
body,  educated,  stable  and  independent,  seeks 
friends  and  companions  21-35,  either  sex. 
Let's  share  movies,  dinners,  quiet  walks,  good 
music,  plays;  good  times,  bad  times.  Drawer 
C091. 

IF  YOU  ARE  a  big,  husky,  butch,  dominant, 
hirsute  type  male  with  big  legs,  I  would  like  to 
hear  from  you.  I  am  40,  sincere,  honest, 
reliable,  also  interested  in  B/D.  Relationship 
possible,  discretion  assured.  Toronto. 
Drawer  C094. 

MASTER,  DOMINANT  needs  slave.  Must 
be  totally  submissive  to  master's  needs  and 
desires.  Send  full  resume:  limits;  photo  and 
phone  a  must.  On  your  knees,  now,  and  write; 
master  awaits.  Drawer  C096. 

SINCERE  DOCILE  MALE,  40,  5'6",  135 
lbs,  quiet,  clean-cut  office  worker,  new  to  gay 
life,  seeks  companionship  of  older  lonely, 
dominant  gay  male  50-65.  No  drugs  or  rough 
stuff.  Drawer  C099. 

GENEROUS  MALE  in  40's  seeks  good- 
looking  younger  male  for  fun  and  companion- 
ship. Prefer  blonds  with  blue  eyes,  but  not 
essential.    Photo  and  phone  number  will  get 

prompt  reply.  Drawer  ClOO. 

MALE,  GOOD-LOOKING,  5'8",  135  lbs, 
masculine,  brown  eyes,  hair,  mature,  mid- 
thirties  and  down  to  earth.  Would  like  to  in- 
vite a  down-to-earth  young  guy  over  who 
makes  himself  at  home  in  briefs  and  enjoys 
showing  off  his  physique.  Good  build  is  not 
necessary.  Lingerie  okay.  Have  my  own 
apartment  with  complete  privacy.  Come  over, 
have  dinner  and  be  yourself.  Weston,  Toron- 
to  and  travelling  distance.  Drawer  ClOl . 

W/S  IN  LEVIS.  White  male  student,  22, 
blond,  6',  165  lbs,  enjoys  drinking  with  same 
and  letting  go  in  our  levis,  etc.  I  am  sincere,  af- 
fectionate and  have  varied  interests.  Let's 
hear  about  you  and  let's  have  fun  getting  wet 
together.  Not  into  S/M.  Discretion  assured. 

Drawer  C065. 

ATTRACTIVE  PROFESSIONAL  MALE, 
6',  195,  presently  nursing  broken  heart  that 
needs  mending  by  honest,  sincere  youth  2 1  -30. 
I  am  romantic,  affectionate,  devoted  and 
stable.  Recently  shocked  by  announcement  by 
lover  of  many,  many  years  that  he  had  found 
someone  else.  Need  help  adjusting  to  single 
life  again.  Care  to  join  me  in  friendship  and 
frolic?  Send  photo  and  phone  please.  Box 
1081,  Adelaide  Station,  Toronto,  Ontario 

M5C  2K8. 

GOOD-LOOKING  MARRIED  male,  30, 
slim,  6',  155  lbs.  Seek  attractive  companion, 
21-35,  who  shares  my  frustration  of  being 
married  and  secretly  bi.    Discretion  a  must; 

photo  appreciated.  Drawer  CI 03.       

SINCERE  GUY,  40,  140  lbs,  not  into  bars, 
baths  or  discos,  prefer  theatre,  movies,  eating 
out,  travel,  etc.  Seeks  one  over  30  with  similar 
interests  for  warm  relationship.    Phone  ap- 

preciated.  Drawer  C106. 

SINCERE  LOVING  BLOND  male,  135  lbs, 
5' 10",  young-looking  34,  in  excellent  physical 
shape,  interesting  personality,  seeks  similar 
25-35  for  friendship  and  possible  relationship. 
Enjoy  travel,  exercise,  entertaining  at  home, 
and  outdoors  generally.  Have  wonderful  sup- 
portive friends  but  need  that  special  romantic 
someone.  No  heavy  drinkers,  please.  Let's 
meet /discuss  our  mutual  interests.    Drawer 

C107. 

GAY  WHITE  MALE,  31,  5'6",  155,  average 
build,  brown  hair  and  blue  eyes.  Interested  in 
meeting  a  young,  slim,  smooth-skinned,  well- 
hung,  circumcised  male  for  fun  times  and  a 
meaningful  relationship.  I  like  a  guy  who 
wears  faded  jeans  and  T-shirts,  prefer  male 
21-35  with  own  place.  Not  into  bars  or  baths. 
Photo,  phone  no.  desired.  Drawer  C109. 

ATTRACTIVE  PROFESSIONAL  W/M,  39, 
6',  150  lbs,  seeks  similar  or  younger  sensitive 


lover  for  faithful  and  lasting  relationship. 
Many  interests.    No  interest  in  baths,  bars, 
discos,   queens,   S/M,   smokers,   drinkers. 
Drawer  CI  13.     

WASP,  29,  5*10",  150  lbs,  reasonably  in- 
telligent, good-looking  and  successful,  desires 
long-term  relationship  with  same.  Interests  in- 
clude X-country  skiing,  cycling,  long  walks, 
quiet  times  and  intelligible  conversation. 

Serious  enquiries  only.  Drawer  C128. 

W/M,  40,  5'7",  155  lbs,  brown  eyes,  black 
body  hair,  good-looking.  Seeks  blond,  slim, 
smooth  guys  24-36  and  other  good-looking 
GWM  for  friends,  sex.  Enjoy  swimming, 
music,  film,  photo,  cycling.  Have  7"  uncut. 
Greek  A/ P,  leather,  levis.  Bondage  if  desired. 
Must  be  open,  submissive,  free.  Would  prefer 
shy,  affectionate  person.  Masculine,  slim 
types  preferred;  no  drugs.  Send  phone,  photo, 
details;  will  acknowledge  same.  DrawerC127. 


A  FULL SERVICE 

MEN'S  BATH 

OPEN  24  HRS.  A  DAY 
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•LOCKERS  'ROOMS 
•STUDENT  RATES 
•  DRY-WET  STEAMS 
•DISCO  SOUND  SYSTEM 
•GIANT  TV  SCREEN 

203MCgregorst. 

Ph.  586-7594 


CAN  I  FIND  A  LOVER  by  advertising  in  the 
classified  columns  of  TBF}  Friends,  col- 
leagues, and  past  experience  all  say  no.  Help 
me  prove  them  wrong!  I  am  a  successful  pro- 
fessional man,  40,  cultured  but  down  to  earth, 
stable,  intelligent,  both  fun-loving  and 
serious,  reasonably  attractive,  and  100%  gay. 
My  interests  include  music,  theatre,  travel, 
good  meals,  and  quiet  and  lively  times  at 
home.  You  are  a  younger  man  than  I,  in  the 
early  stages  of  your  career,  or  possibly  still  a 
student.  You  are  intelligent  and  articulate. 
Like  me,  you  have  plotted  a  course  for  your 
life.  Each  of  us  wants  to  share  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  his  life  with  one  special  man  in  a 
lasting  relationship  based  upon  respect  and 
trust,  and,  with  luck,  love.  Write  now  to 
Drawer  CI 22. 

GAY  MALE,  64  yrs,  grey  hair,  5' 11  ",160  lbs, 
would  like  to  meet  gay  friend  for  fun  times. 
Like  versatility.    Will  answer  all;  please  in- 
clude phone  number.   Like  to  meet  someone 

same  build.  Drawer  C125. 

CLOSET  ROMANTIC.  Quietly  mascuHne, 
multi-degreed  business  professional,  32, 
stable  and  career-conscious.  Bored  by 
machismo  power-tripping,  idle  gossip  in 
smokey  bars.  Basically  low-key  and  practical 
with  heretofore  repressed  romantic  dreams  of 
shared  classical  music  on  Sunday  mornings, 
starlit  walks  on  the  beach,  Mozart  in  the  dark. 
Seeks  alter  ego  of  similar  background  and 
status  for  companionship  based  on  equality, 
mutual  respect  and  recognition  of  each  other's 
right  to  privacy.  Drawer  C121. 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE  seeks  friend  interested 
in  master-slave  type  fantasies.  Limits  definite- 
ly respected.  Beginners  welcome.  Prefer 
dominant  role,  but  we  can  take  turns  if  you 
want.  You  should  be  21  to  3 1  with  medium  to 
slim  build.  I'm  30,  fit,  5'8",  approx  136  lbs. 
Photo  guarantees  reply.  Drawer  CI 20. 

A  FRIENDLY  REGULAR  GUY,  26,  5'8", 
145  lbs,  slim,  clean-cut,  easygoing,  masculine, 
subordinate  but  not  docile.  I  crave  the  attention 
of  a  husky,  aggressive  Titan.  A  hot  dude  who 
enjoys  getting  his  own  way.  You  must  be 
clean,  dominant,  honest,  stable.  Looks  etc. 
are  secondary  to  your  natural  instinct  and  per- 
sonality. Let  me  arouse,  satiate  and  glorify 
you.  Discretion  guaranteed.  Will  reply  to 
everyone    who    writes;    photos    returned. 

Drawer  CI 23. 

INEXPERIENCED  GAY  SLAVE,  27,   in- 
terested in  meeting  a  guy  25-40  into  bondage, 
gags,  rubber/leather.   Must  have  own  place. 
Photo  appreciated.  George.  Drawer  CI  17. 

SUCCESSFUL  GAY  PROFESSIONAL 
man,  40,  warm  and  loving,  attractive  and  in- 
telligent, desires  cute  cuddly  young  man  as 
companion.  Long-term  relationship  possible. 
For  prompt  response,  write  in  detail  to  Drawer 
C1I9. 
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ORIENTAL  STUDENT,  boyish,  affec- 
tionate, seeks  respectable  gentleman  for  rela- 
tionship. Alone  in  Toronto,  needs  your  pro- 
tection and  love.  Photo  appreciated.  Box  113, 

Stn  B,  Toronto  M5T  2T3. 

DISCIPLINARIAN,  40,  can  provide  old- 
fashioned  'no-nonsense'  strapping  for  men. 
Prefer  slaves  over  35,  but  will  consider  sincere 
applications  from  younger  men.  Respectful 
letters  from  novices  may  be  considered.  In- 
clude physical  description  and  phone  number. 
Get  down  on  yqiir  knees  and  write  today!  Box 
1014,  Stn  K,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4P  2V3. 


HOMES 


Calgary 


27-YR-OLD  MALE  with  varied  interests 
wants  to  share  a  3-bedroom  home  in  NW 
Calgary.  Would  appreciate  person  looking  to 
share  good  communicative  companionship 
whilst  respecting  need  for  privacy.  $300/ mo. 
Masculine  men  please,  or  gay  woman.  Drawer 


C118. 


Toronto 


RESPONSIBLE  MALE  25-35  wanted  to 
share  comfortable  medium-sized  Scar- 
borough home  with  straight-looking  guy. 
Own  bedroom,  parking,  back  yard,  conven- 
ient  transporation,  $140/mo.  Drawer  C083. 
KENNEDY  AND  DANFORTH.  Straight- 
looking  male  renting  newly  decorated  modern 
two-bedroom  basement  apartment.  $250 /mo 
unfurnished;  utilities,  laundry  facilities,  park- 

ing.  261-6590. 

I  AM  LOOKING  for  a  male  to  share  my  clean 
well-furnished  I-bedroom  apt.  in  older  type 
building  in  downtown  Toronto.  Rent 
$124/mo.   I  am  43,  sincere,  honest,  reliable. 

Toronto.  Drawer  C 1 1 2. 

HOUSE  FOR  RENT  or  sale  —  9-room  Cab- 

bagetown  house.  Phone  961-4161. 

GERARD  &  PAPE:  3-bedroom  house  to 
share  with  responsible  persons.  Washer, 
dryer,  dishwasher,  close  to  TTC.  $200/mo. 
Call  Bob,  465-9698  home,  597-1080  business. 
QUEEN  ST.  W  apartment  to  sublet  Dec  I  to 
April,  possibly  longer.  Furnished,  one 
bedroom,  shower,  sundeck,  view  of  CN 
Tower,    neighbours.       $325 /mo.       Phone 

596-1714. 

TWO  ACADEMIC  GUYS  (couple)  on  sab- 
batical need  central  Toronto  accommodation 
for  three  months  from  early  January.  Share  or 
sublet?  Peter  Bowen,  Kondylakis  21,  Xania, 

Crete,  Greece. 

THIRD  PERSON  TO  SHARE  three- 
bedroom  apartment.  High  Park  near  subway, 
available  November  I.  Bedroom  is  furnished. 
To  be  shared  with  one  gay  male  and  one 
straight  female.  We  are  looking  for  someone 
who  is  serious  and  mature  to  be  a  roommate 
and  a  friend.  $200/mo.  Includes  everything 
but  food.  Call  766-2400. 


Quebec 


QUEBEC  A  PART  ACER.  6  1/2  pieces 
meublees,  3  chambres.  Site  tranquille,  pres 
universite.  J'ai  33  ans,  professionnel,  amical. 
Recherche  quelqu'un  honnSte,  propre, 
responsable.  Libre  Janvier  ou  avant,  apres 
entente.  Environ  $225/mo.  Contacter  Do. 
Anglophone  de  preference.  Drawer  C074. 


Winnipeg 


FREE  BOARD  AND  ROOM  this  winter  in 
return  for  approximately  15  hours  work  per 
week  on  house  painting  and  renovations. 
Parking   with   plug.      Non   smoker.      (204) 
775-3556,  Dave. 


LETTERS 


LETTERS  UNLIMITED.  Exclusive, 
Pen /Letter  Club  for  gay  people.  Write:  L.U., 
PO  Box  271.  Kelowna,  EC.  Can  VI Y  7N5. 
DOWN  EAST  YOUNG  JOCK  wants  lo  hear 
from  young  guys  and  jocks  elsewhere.  Your 
sneakers,  socks  and  jocks  interest  mc.  Write 
with  details  of  your  offer.  Will  exchange.  All 
replies  answered.  Drawer  CI  14. 


A  NOTE  TO  PRISONERS  who  wish  to  have 
pen  pals  —  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
is  offering  a  pen  pal  service  to  men  and  women 
prisoners    through    the    church's    prison 


GETMIOUCH 

Got  something  you  want  to  buy,  sell,  trade,  announce,  deny, 
find...  lose? 


Got  a  "common  bawdy  house"  that  you  want  to  sublet?  Just  tell  us  about  it 
before  November  14th,  and  you  may  get  what  you're  after. 

Interested  in  clothes?  You  don't  really  want  to  go  out  into  the  chilly  winter 
night  and  cruise  the  cold  streets  for  that  one  special  tricot,  do  you?  Why  not 
take  pen  in  hand,  from  the  warm  comfort  of  your  own  home,  and  have  the 
tricot  come  to  you?  And  now's  the  best  time  to  do  yourself  that  favour... 

Three  reasons  to  get  your  classified  ad  in  to  us  before  November  14th: 

1 .  PRICES  ARE  GOING  UP:  Due  to  increasing  costs,  we  are  reluctantly  having 
to  raise  our  rates  for  this  service,  starting  with  the  following  issue. 

2.  A  TWO-MONTH  ISSUE:  Because  we  publish  only  10  issues  a  year,  next 
issue  will  be  on  the  stands  for  all  of  December  and  January  —  all  the  more  op- 
portunity for  someone  to  read  and  respond  to  your  ad. 

3.  You  may  be  in  for  a  few  unexpected  surprises  around  Christmas! 

XXXXX's  for  Xmastime,  anyone?  What  are  you  waiting  for!?  See  page  37  for 
details. 


AND  GET  A  GREAT  DEAL 


ministry.   The  address  is  Prison  Ministry,  29 

Granby  St,  Toronto  M5B  IH8. 

MASCULINE  GWM  seeks  meaningful  cor- 
respondence from  any  interested  fem.  gay 
males  who  could  handle  a  relationship  of 
unlimited  capabilities.  Am  26,  Pisces,  6'1", 
165  lbs,  light  brown  hair,  blue/green  eyes,  ex- 
tremely lonesome  for  someone  I  can  really 
relate  to.  Am  sincere  and  expect  same,  will 
answer  promptly:  Mr.  Tony  Probst,  No 
146-673,  PO  Box  69,  London,  Ohio,  43140. 


SERVICES 


international 


UNCUT  MALES?     Are  you  interested  or 
fascinated  by  uncircumcised  males?     Info: 
UMA,   Box   101 1,   Corpus  Christi,   Texas 
78403.  State  over  18. 


Toronto 


The  Politics  of  Crime 

a  marxist  analysis 

and  revolutionary  answer 

to  street  crime 

by  Ed  Mead 

$1 .50  postpaid 


Order  from:  Red  Lily  Distributors,  Post  Office  Box 
141,  Woodbury,  TN  37190  USA. 


OPENLY  GAY  PSYCHOTHERAPIST, 
individual,  couple  counselling,  also  sexual 
dysfunction  counselling.  Confidence  guar- 
anteed. Registered  massage  therapist  avail- 
able. Eugene  Allen  Schoentag,  524  Bathurst, 
967-0272. 

SORE?  STIFF?  TIRED?  Tense?  Aches  and 

pains?  Call  Chris,  485-1290. 

WANT  A  GAY  FUTURE?  John  of  London 
reads  palms,  Tarot,  I  Ching.  For  appointment 
at  Bloor  and  Yonge,  phone  465-3000. 


TRAVEL 


22-yR-OLD  MALE,  born  in  Fiji  Islands,  likes 
feminine  guys  or  T.V.'s  or  even  transsexuals. 
It  is  very  lonely  being  in  the  unfamiliar  en- 
vironment of  a  jail  in  a  totally  strange  country, 
far  from  friends  and  family.  Correspondence 
would  be  appreciated:  Mr.  Jimmy  Rahman, 
c/o  Kingston  Penitentiary,  PO  Box  22, 
Kingston,  Onl.  K7L  4V7. 

27-YR-OLD  MAN  in  prison,  lonely  and  in 
desperate  need  of  someone  to  acknowledge  his 
existence.  Desires  correspondence  with  con- 
cerned and  real  people.  Will  immediately 
answer  all  letters.  Letters  should  be  addressed 
to:  Bill  Prokop.  No  1 53  572.  PO  Box  69,  I.on- 
don.Ohio  43140. 

LONELY    PRISONER    seeks    sincere    cor 
respondencc.  Please  write:  Danny  Martin,  No 
156  367,  Box  69,  London,  Ohio  43140. 


KEY  WEST  —  It's  forever  summer  on  the 
AMERICAN  MAISIANA  ISLAND.  Call  toll- 
free  1-800-327-9191,  ext  499  (in  Florida. 
1-800-432-7999,  exi  499),  or  write  Key  West 
Business  Guild,  PO  Box  1208,  Key  West, 
Florida,  33040  for  our  new  directory  and  map. 
SAN  FRANCISCO  —  CASTRO  area  —  room 
in  private  home.  $140/wk,  $25/day.  all 
amenities.  Cunningham.  227  Hoffman.  SF 
941 14  —  (415)  826-8554  or  861-8705  (8-5). 

HOLIDAY  ECONOMICALLY  in  London, 
England.  Self-catering  holiday  flatlets,  twin- 
bedded,  separate  kitchen,  located  inner  Lon- 
don from  $48  (Can)  per  person  per  week. 
Write:  Michael  Browning,  19  Grosvcnor  Rd. 
Chisuick, 


Wor1(  Wanted 


SEEK    OPPORTUNITY    lo    work    with 
knowledgeable    and    experienced    horse 


trainer /instructor,  schooling  horses,  improv- 
ing my  own  riding  and  perhaps  some  competi- 
tion work.  I  am  30,  male,  some  experience, 
willing  and  conscientious  worker,  presently 
working  as  groom  in  Germany.  Interested  in 
any  suggestions.  Discretion  assured. 
Anywhere  possible.   Drawer  C086. 

Wot1(  Available,  Toronto 

ART  STUDENT,  female,  needs  same  for 
model  drawing  one  evening  per  week.  Dress 
and  locale  of  choice,  hourly  wage.    Drawer 

C108. 

$15.00  FOR  YOUR  OPINION  on  consumer 
products.  This  is  a  market  research  interview 
approximately  two  hours  in  duration.  Lor- 
raine. 259-9788. 


A  I 


1 


A  GAY  BIBLIOGRAPHY  —  6th  edition, 
1980.  A  selective  non-fiction  list  of  563  items 
in  16  pages.  Books,  articles  and  pamphlets  are 
grouped  under  topical  headings:  Law  and  Civ- 
il Rights,  Human  Sciences,  Gay /Lesbian 
Movement,  Religion,  Literature  and  the  Arts, 
History  and  Biography,  General.  There  are 
separate  sections  for  periodicals  (213  titles), 
for  films  and  filmstrips  (which  are  annotated) 
and  for  bibliographies  and  directories.  Prices: 
1  or  2  copies,  $1  each;  3  to  9  copies,  85C  each; 
10  or  more  copies,  70«  each.  Canadian  orders 
pay  in  US  funds,  or  add  151^0  for  currency  ex- 
change. Prices  include  mailing  in  US  and  Can- 
ada. Outside  US  and  Canada,  add  25<^o  to 
total  for  surface  mail,  751^0  for  air  mail. 
Orders  under  $25  must  be  prepaid.  Cheques  or 
money  orders  should  be  made  payable  to 
"Barbara  Gittings  —  GTF"  and  sent  to  same 
at:  PO  Box  2383,  Philadelphia,  PA  19103 
USA. 


hM^'l^'^i^e^i: 


Carroll:  It's  still  hard  hat  time  on  Henry 
Street.  Hope  the  "abridged  edition"  is  thriv- 

ing.  C.B. 

M.C.W.:  So,  here  it  is  now  Saturday  evening 
and  I'm  stuck  at  this  machine,  wondering 
whether  we'll  finish  in  time  for  me  to  see  you 
not  only  Tuesday  night  but  for  a  long  time  on 
Wednesday,  too,  when  we  can  have  peach  yo- 
gourt  and  you  can  tell  me  about  all  the  film- 
makers who  won't  talk  to  you  anymore,  or 
about  how  your  father  threatened  to  put  some- 
thing nasty  in  your  cranberry  sauce.  Anyway, 
it's    been    a    little    fiat    here   without   you. 

Welcome  home  —  again.  —  R.B. 

Messages  are  received  all  the  time,  all  the 
time...  except  for  this  section  of  TBP's 
classifieds.  Get  in  touch  now  and  your  greet- 
ings to  a  friend,  your  frantic  note  to  a  lost 
lover,  your  absurdist  piece  of  experimental 
prose  can  appear  in  this  space  for  two  whole 
months  in  the  December/ January  issue!  Do  it 
now;  we're  thinking  about  raising  the  price 
very  soon.... 


OTHER 


Escort 


YOUNG  MALE  NEEDS  sexy  and  congenial 
date  for  New  Year's  Eve.  All  expenses  paid 
plus  generous  hourly  rate.  960-0731. 


For  Sale 


MALTESE  PUPPIES,  registered  and  in- 
noculated.  Available  December  1.  $300.  Also 
Burmese  kittens,  $200.  Please  call  after  five 
and  on  woekends,  (416)  920-3285. 


iVIarriage 


CALGARY  GAY  MALE.  26,  attractive, 
seeks  gay /bi  female  for  marriage  for  legal  pur- 
poses.  May  hve  in  my  house.  Drawer  C095. 


Bridge 


SIN(.I  1  M  \1  I  M  F.KING  three  congenial, 
serious,  niaiuic  t>i  iJgc  players  of  either  sex  — 
not  beginners.  Sex  is  definitely  not  the  object. 
Dr.iwor  ri05. 


Friends 


YOUNG  GOOD-LOOKING  male  is  looking 

for  friends  male  or  female  in  Montreal-Oitaw  a 
area.  Pen  pals  welcome  anywhere;  could 
materialize.  Drawer  C087. 


Space  for  Rent 


11)1  Al    IX)>ANI()\VN  Cabaret-Dining  op- 
portunity.    Fully  equipped  and  seals  300. 
Ready  to  open  immediaiely    (416)  977- i  157 


NOVEMBER  1980 


THE  BODY  POLITIC/39 


The  Community  Page  is  a  listing  of  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  in  Canada  and  Quebec  which  primarily  direct 
themselves  toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against 
gay  oppression.  It  includes:  democratically  con- 
stituted organizations,  cooperatively  run  clubs  and 
community  centres,  bookstores  which  sell  gay  and 
feminist  literature,  and  non-profit  gay  periodicals. 

Organizations  wishing  a  listing,  or  a  revision  of  in- 
formation presently  listed,  should  contact:  The  Body 
Politic  Community  Page,  Box  7289,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  ON M5W 1X9. 


ALBERTA 


Calgary 

DCamp  181  (a  social  dub  for  women  and  men), 

c/o  Eleanor,  no  3,  231 1-17A  St  SW,  T2T  2S4. 

Ph:  {^^)  245-2336. 
DDignity/Calgary,  Box  1492,  Stn  T,  T2H  2H7. 

Ph:  (403)  269-7542  or  282-0574  (evenings  only). 
DGay  Academic  Union,  Student  Clubs,  MacEwan 

Hall,  Univ  of  Calgary,  T2N  1N4. 
DGay  Information  and  Resources  Calgary  (CIRC), 

Old  Y  Bldg,  Suites  317-323,  223  12  Ave  SW, 

T2P  0G9.  Ph:  (403)  264-3911.  Information  and 

counselling  Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm.  Socials,  discussion 

groups,  newspaper,  gay  rights  action.  Mailing 

address:  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  T2P  3C1. 
DGay  Youth  Calgary,  Box  1133,  Stn  M,  T2P  2K9. 

Meets  Thurs,  8  pm,  Rm  319,  223  12  Ave  SW. 
D Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o 

Box  34,  Stn  G,  T3A  2G1.  Ph:  (403)  233-7404  or 

264-5965  (evenings  only). 
DLesbian  Friendship,  Box  6093,  Stn  A.  Ph:  (403) 

238-0140,  evenings. 
n  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  6945, 

Stn  D,  T2P  2G2.  Ph:  (403)  277-4004.  Services 

Sundays  at  1 1 :30  am  at  Backlot  Theatre. 
DParents  of  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/o  GIRC, 

Box  2715,  Stn  M,T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  252-8727. 
DWomyn's  Collective,  c/o  GIRC,  Box  2715, 

Stn  M,  T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  267-3098. 

Edmonton 

D Dignity/Edmonton,  Box  53,  T5J  2G9. 
DGay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE), 

Box  1852,  T5J  2P2.  Office:  10173-104  St.  Ph: 
(403)424-8361. 
DMetropoUtan  Community  Church,  Box  1312, 
T5J2M8.Ph:  (403)482-4213. 

Lethbridge 

DLethbridge  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRC, 

Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB  T2P  3C1 

Medicine  Hat 

DMedicine  Hat  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o 

GIRC,  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB  T2P  3C1. 

Red  Deer 

DGay  Association  of  Red  Deer  (GARD).  Box  356, 
T4N  5E9. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Kamloops 

DThe  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted  by 
writing  to  Box  3343,  Kamloops  V2C  6B9.  Meet 
friends,  peer  counselling,  information. 

Nelson 

DThe  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing: 
Woodland,  Box  326,  NeUon.  VIL  5R2. 

Prince  George 

DThe  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contacted 
through  the  Prince  George  Crisis  Centre, 
1306-7th  Ave,  V2L  3P1.  Ph:  (604)  563-1214. 

Prince  Rupert 

DThe  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  reached  by 
writing  to  Box  881,  V8 J  3Y1. 

Vancouver 

D  Archives  Collective,  Box  3130,  MPO,  V6B  3X6. 
DComing  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver 

Cooperative  Radio.  337  Carrall  St,  V6B  2J4. 

Thurs  at  6:30  pm,  102.7  MHz  FM. 
D  Dignity /Vancouver,  Box  3016,  V6B  3X5.  Ph: 

(604)  524-1657. 
DGayblevision,  monthly  television  show  produced 

by  and  for  gays,  837  Bidwell  St.  Ph:  (604) 

688-6813. 
DGay  People  of  Simon  Fraser,  c/o  Student  So- 
ciety, Simon  Fraser  University,  Bumaby 

V5A  lS6.Ph:  (604)  291-3181  or  291-31 II. 
DGay  Peopk  of  UBC,  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg, 

University  of  British  Columbia,  V6T  1 W5.  Ph: 

(604)  228-6781 .  Meetings  every  Thurs  at  12:30  pm 

in  SUB  207/209. 
DIntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends.  Box 

34161,  Stn.  D,  V6J  4N1.  Ph:  (604)732-0412. 
DThe  Lesbian  Show,  Co-op  Radio,  337  Carrall  St, 

V6B  2J4.  102.7  MHz  FM,  Thurs  at  7:30  pm. 
DMetropoUtan  Community  Church,  Box  5178, 

V6B  4B2.  Ph:  (604)681-8525.  Services  8  pm 

Sundays,  at  1811  West  16th  Ave. 


CommnnityPage 


DSEARCH  Community  Services,  28-448  Seymour 

St,  V6B  3H1.  Ph:  (604)689-1039. 
DSEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH,  28-448 

Seymour  St,  V6B3H I. 
DSociety  for  Education,  Action,  Research  and 

Counselling  in  Homosexuality  (SEARCH), 

Box  48903,  Bentall  Centre,  V7X  1A8. 
DSociety  for  Political  Action  for  Gay  People 

(SPAG),  Box  2631,  Main  PO,  V6B  3W8.  Ph: 

(604)  876-2674. 
D  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  (VGCC), 

Box  2259,  MPO,  V6B  3W2 

Victoria 

DFeminist  Lesbian  Action  Group  (FLAG),  Box 

237,  Stn.  E,  V8W  2M6. 
DGay  Men's  Discussion  Group,  meets  twice  a 

month.  Call  NEED  for  time  and  place. 
DNEED  (Victoria  Crisis  Line),  Ph:  (604)  383-6323, 

24  hrs  a  day.  Some  gay  info  available. 
D  University  of  Victoria  Gay  Focus,  Student  Union 

Bldg,  U  of  Victoria,  Box  1700,  V8W  2Y2. 
DWAVES,  Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee,  Box 

237,  Stn  E,  V8W  2M6. 


MANITOBA 


Brandon 

DGay  Friends  of  Brandon,  Box  492,  R7A  SZ4.  Ph: 
(204)  725-4386. 

Winnipeg 

D  Council  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box 

1912,  R3C3R2. 
D  Dignity /Winnipeg,  Box  1912,  R3C  3R2. 
DFamiUes  of  Gays,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of 

Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  783-4549. 
DGays  for  EquaUty,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of 

Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 
D  Manitoba  Physicians  for  Homosexual  Under- 
standing, Box  391 1,  Stn  B,  R2W  5H9. 
D Project  Lambda,  Inc.  gay  community  services, 

Box  3911,  Stn  B,R2W5H9. 
DWinnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of 

Manitoba,  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 
DWinnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  730  Alexander  St.  Ph: 

(204)786-4581. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK 

Fredericton 

DFredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG),  Box 

1556,  Stn  A,  E3B  5G2.  Ph:  (506)  472-9576. 

Western  NB 

D Northern  Lambda  Nord,  Box  990,  Caribou, 
Maine  04736  USA.  Serving  Western  NB  and 
Northern  Maine  (Madawaska/ Victoria,  NB, 
Temiscouata,  Quebec,  and  Aroostook,  Maine). 


NEWFOUNDLAND 

Corner  Brook 

D  Community  Homophile  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),  Box  905,  A2H  6J2. 

St.  John's 

D  Community  Homophile  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN),  Box  613,  Stn  C,  AlC  5K8. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


Halifax 

DThe  Alternate  Bookshop,  1588  Barrington  St, 
2nd  fir.  Mailing  address:  Box  276,  Stn  M, 
B3J  2N7. 

DExpression,  c/o  The  Alternate  Bookshop,  Box 
267,  Stn  M,  B3J  2N7.  A  support  group  for  trans- 
vestites  and  transsexuals,  presently  in  formation. 

DGay  Alliance  for  EquaUty  Inc  (GAE),  Box  361 1 , 
Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6.  Ph: 
(902)  429-4294.  Gay  helpHne  (information,  re- 
ferrals and  peer  counselling):  (902)  429-6969, 
Thurs,  Fri  and  Sat,  7-10  pm. 

DGays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie  (GLAD),  c/o 
SUB  (Student  Union  Building),  Dalhousie 
University. 

DSparrow,  Gay  Christians,  meet  every  Sunday  at  8 
pm,  at  the  Universalist  Unitarian  Church,  5500 
InglisSt.  Mailing  address:  Box  3611,  Halifax 
South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6.  Sparrow  cof- 
feehouse: every  Sunday  at  The  Turret.  Call 
GayUne  (429-6969)  or  GAE  (429-4294)  or  The 
Turret  (423-6814)  for  dates  and  times. 

DThe  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588  Barr- 
ington St.  Ph:  (902)  423-6814.  Mailing  address: 
Box  3611,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6. 

Wolfville 

DGays,  Box  1297,  BOP  1X0. 


ONTARIO 


Georgetown 

DGeorgetown  Gay  Friends,  Box  223,  L7G  4T1. 
Ph:  (416)  877-5524. 

Guelph 

DGuelph  Gay  Equality,  Box  773,  NIH  6L8. 

Gayline:  (519)  836-4550,  24  hrs. 
DGuelph  Gay  Youth  Group,  Info:  (519)  836-4550. 

Mon,  Wed  and  Thurs,  8-10  pm. 

Hamilton 

DGay  Fathers  of  Hamilton,  offers  support,  advice, 
and  pot  luck  suppers  twice  a  month.  Call 
Gayline  for  meeting  places  and  times. 

DGayUne  Hamilton,  information  on  all  groups  and 
activities,  and  peer  counselling.  Ph:  (416) 
523-7055  Wed  through  Sun,  7-1 1  pm. 

DGay  Monitors  Committee  of  Hamilton,  an 
educational  and  information  service  agency  of 
HUGS.  See  Hamilton  United  Gay  Societies 
(HUGS)  Usting. 

DGay  Recreation  Committee  of  Hamilton,  a 
recreational  service  agency  of  HUGS,  sponsors 
dances,  bowling  league  and  other  events. 

DGay  Women  of^amilton,  support  group.  Call 
Gayline  for  meeting  places  and  times. 

DHamUton  United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS),  a 
meeting  of  men  and  women,  young  and  old,  with 
discussions  and  speakers  on  topics  of  community 
interest.  Meetings  on  alternate  Wednesdays,  Rm 
619,  Togo  Salmon  Hall,  McMaster  University, 
7:30  pm.  Call  Gayline  for  further  information. 

DLambda  Gay  Youth  of  HamUton,  support  group. 
Call  Gayline  for  meeting  places  and  times. 

D  Address  for  aU  HamUton  groups  Usted  above: 
Box44,  StnB,  L8L7T5. 

Kingston 

DQueen's  Women's  Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent, 

Queen's  University,  K7L  2S7.  Ph: 

(613)  542-5226. 
DQueen's  HomophUe  Association,  Student  Affairs 

Centre,  51  Queen's  Crescent,  Queen's  University, 

K7L  2S7.  Ph:  (613)547-2836. 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

D  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 

Transsexuals  (FACT),  Box  1497,  Stn  C, 

Kitchener  N2G  4P2. 
DGay  AA,  Ph:  (519)  742-6183. 
DGay  Liberation  of  Waterioo  (GLOW),  c/o 

Federation  of  Students,  University  of  Waterloo, 

Waterloo  N2L  3G1.  Ph:  (519)  884-GLOW. 
DGay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme,  Tues 

and  Wed,  6:15  pm,  CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7 

MHz  cable. 
DGay  Rights  Organization  of  Waterloo,  Box  2632, 

Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N2. 
DG.R.O.W.,  Box  2782,  Stn  B,  Kitchener 

N2H  6N3. 
D  Kitchener/ Waterioo  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box 

2741,  Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 
D Kitchener- Waterloo  Gay  Youth,  c/o  Federation 

of  Students,  University  of  Waterloo,  Waterloo 

N2L  3G1. 
D  Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme,  Thurs,  6  to 

8  pm,  CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable. 
DLesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener  (LOOK),  Box 

2531,  Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 
D  Young  Men's  Athletic  Club,  Box  2041,  Stn  B, 

Kitchener.  Ph:  (519)  579-1505.  Licenced  dances 

every  two  weeks,  1st  jmd  3rd  Fri  of  each  month. 

Phone  for  location. 

London 

D  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  Box  4724,  Stn  D, 
N5W  5L7.Ph:  (519)644-1061. 

DGayUne,  Ph:  (519)  679-6423.  Info  24  hrs/day. 
Peer  counselling  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  Sat,  7-11  pm. 

D  Homophile  Association  of  London,  Ontario 
(HALO),  649  Colborne  St,  N6A  3Z2.  Ph:  (519) 
433-3762. 

D  London  Lesbian  CoUective,  Box  4724,  Stn  D, 
N5W  5L7. 

DMetropoUtan  Community  Church,  Box  4724, 
Stn  D,  N5W  5L7.  Services  Sundays  at  2  pm  at 
Unitarian  Church,  29  Victoria  St.  Singspiratioix 
at  1:45  pm. 

DWestem  Gay  Association,  c/o  University  Com- 
munity Centre,  University  of  Western  Ontario. 
Ph:  (519)679-6423. 

Mississauga/Brampton 

DGEM  Gay  Community  Outreach,  Box  62, 

Brampton  L6V  2K7. 
DGayUne  West,  Ph:  (416)  274-5068.  Peer  Coun- 
selling telephone  service. 


Niagara  Region 


DGayUne,  Ph:  (416)  354-3173. 
DGay  Unity  Niagara,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls 
L2E  6V5. 


Ottawa 

D  Dignity /OtUwa/Digniti,  Box  2102,  Stn  D, 
KIP  5W3. 

D  Dykes  and  Fags  (Carleton  University  Gay  Peo- 
ple). For  more  information  call  (613)  238-1717. 

DGays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de  I'Outaouais,  Box  2919, 
Stn  D,  KIP  5W9.  GO  Centre:  175  Lisgar  St. 
GayUne:  (613)  238-1717.  Office:  (613)  233-0152. 

DGay  Youth  OtUwa/HuU/Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d'Ot- 
tawa/HuU  may  be  contacted  at  the  same  address 
and  phone  number  as  Gays  of  Ottawa. 
Meetings /drop-ins.  Wed,  8  pm,  175  Lisgar  St. 

DIntegrity:  Gay  AngUcans  and  their  friends,  St 
George's  Anglican  Church,  152  Metcalfe  St, 
K2P  1N9.  Ph:  (613)  235-1636.  Meeting  and 
Eucharist  every  second  Wed  (2nd  and  4th  Weds 
of  month),  7:30  pm,  at  St  George's  Church. 

DLesbiennes  et  gais  du  campus/Lesbians  and  Gays 
on  Campus,  c/o  SFUO,  85  rue  Hastey  Street, 
KIN6N5. 

DMetropoUtan  Community  Church,  Box  868,  Stn 
B,  KIP  5T1.  Ph:  (613)  741-0783. 

DParents  of  Gays,  Box  9094,  KIG  3T8. 

Peterborough 

DGays  of  TVent  and  Peterborough  (GTP),  Box 

1524,  K9J  7H7.  Office:  262  Rubidge  St,  Rm  203. 
Ph:  (705)  742-6229,  Wed,  7:30-9:30  pm,  Thurs, 
7:30-9:30  pm. 

Thunder  Bay 

DNorthem  Women's  Centre,  316  Bay  St,  P7B  ISI. 

Ph:  (807)  345-7802. 
DGTB,  Box  2155,  Stn  P,  P7B  1S4. 

Toronto 

DAssociation  of  Gay  Electors  (AGE),  29  Granby 
St,  M5B  1H8. 

DAssociation  of  Gays  in  the  Media  (AGM),  29 
Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 

DAssociation  of  Gay  Social  Services  Workers,  Box 
182,  StnO,  M4A2N3. 

D  Catalyst  Press,  315  Blantyre  Ave,  Scarborough, 
MIN  2S6. 

DCentre  of  Affirmation  and  Dialogue,  St  Philip 
House,  507  Queen  St  E,  MSA  IVl.  Ph: 
(416)362-2662.  Meetings  at  7:30  pm.  Parents  of 
Gays:  Mondays;  Married  Gay  Men:  1st  and  3rd 
Weds  of  month;  Gay  Couples:  2nd  and  4th  Weds 
of  month;  Senior  lesbians  and  gays  over  40:  1st 
and  3rd  Thurs  of  month. 

DCODA,  Box  6248,  Stn  A,  M5W  1P6. 

D  Dignity  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  CathoUcs,  Box  249, 
Stn  E,  M6H  4E2.  Ph:  (416)  960-3997. 

DFamiUes  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(FFLAG),  29  Granby  St,  M5B  1H8. 

D  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT),  c/o  Miss  S  C  Huxford, 
618-2757  Kiphng  Ave,  Rexdale  M9V  4C4. 
Ph:  (416)  745-5462. 

DGay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Clarence  Barnes,  Dept 
of  Chemical  Engineering,  Univ  of  Toronto, 
M5S  1A4. 

DGay  Alcholics  Anonymous,  answering  service, 
Ph:  (416)  964-3962. 

DGay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF  office,  105  Cen- 
tral Square,  York  University,  4700  Keele  Street, 
Downsview,  M3J  1P3.  Coffee-house  meetings 
Wed  8:30  pm.  Room  S869  Ross  Bldg,  during 
school  term.  Ph:  (416)  661-2244. 

DGay  Anarchists,  c/o  Ian  Young,  315  Blantyre 
Ave,  Scarborough,  MIN  2S6. 

DGay  Asians  Toronto,  Drawer  R999,TBP  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 

DGay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto,  Box  2212, 
Stn  P,  M5S  2T2.  Ph:  (416)  869-3036. 

DGay  Community  Calendar.  Ph:  (416)  923-GAYS, 
24-hour  recorded  message. 

DGay  Community  Services  Centre,  29  Granby  St, 
MSB  1H8.  EJistress  £ind  counselling  line: 
(416)  977-9835.  Drop-in  Mon-Thurs,  7:00-10:30 
pm,  Fri  and  Sat  to  1 1 :30  pm. 

DGay  Fathers  of  Toronto,  c/o  MCC,  29  Granby 
St,  MSB  IH8.  Ph:  (416)  977-9799.  Offers  sup- 
port, advice,  and  dinner  twice  a  month. 

DGay  Liberation  Union  (GLU),  Box  793,  Stn  Q, 
M4T  2N7.  Ph:  (416)  363-4410. 

DGay  Youth  Toronto,  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301, 
MSB  1H8.  Ph:  (416)  977-2184.  Meetings  at  the 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  Tues, 
7:30  pm. 

DGays  at  U  of  T,  c/o  SAC  office,  12  Hart  House 
Circle,  University  of  Toronto,  MSS  lAI.  Meets 
Fri,  7:30  pm,  33  St  George  St. 

DGIad  Day  Bookstore,  4  Collier  St  at  Yonge, 
M4W  lL7.Ph:  (416)  961-4161. 

D  Hassle  Free  CUnic,  556  Church  St,  (at  Wellesley), 
2nd  floor.  Ph:  (416)  922-3323.  VD  testing  and 
information. 

DIntegrity:  Gay  AngUcans  and  their  friends.  Box 
873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9.  Ph:  (416)  921-4778. 
Meeting  and  Eucharist  at  8  pm,  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesdays  of  month,  at  Holy  Trinity  Church, 
Toronto  Eaton  Centre. 

DLesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund,  Box  38,  Stn  E, 
M6H  4E1.  Ph:  (416)  465-6822. 

D  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  (LOOT), 
Box  70,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4. 

DMetropoUtan  Community  Church,  offices  29 
Granby  St,  MSB  IH8,  services  at  175  St  Clair 
Ave  West.  Supper  Sundays  at  6  pm,  Singspira- 
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tion  at  7: 10  pm,  Worship  at  7:30  pm.  Ph: 

(416)  977-9799. 
DOsgoode  Gay  Caucus,  c/o  Osgoode  Hall  Law 

School,  4700  Keele  Street,  Downsview, 

M3J  2R5.  Same  regular  meetings  as  Gay  Alliance 

at  York.  Ph:  (416)661-2244. 
DParents  of  Gays,  c/o  29  Granby  St,  MSB  1H8. 

Ph:  (416)  484-4634,  977-9835,  or  %1-3415. 
DPink  Triangle  Press,  Box  639,  Stn  A,  M5W  1G2. 

Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (defence  committee 
for  The  Barracks  accused),  meets  2nd  Men  each 
month,  8  pm,  519  Church  St.  Mailing  address:  29 
Granby  St,  MSB  1H8.  Donations:  Make  payable 
to  John  Higgins  in  Trust.  Mail  to  Hallman  and 
Higgins,  Barristers  and  Solicitors,  129  John  St, 
M5V  2E2. 

□Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG),  Box  6706,  Stn  A, 

M5W  1X5.  Ph:  (416)  964-6600.  Peer  counselling 

service. 
□Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council,c/o  100  Wel- 

lesley  St  East,  Suite  104,  M4Y  1H5. 
□Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church 

Homosexuals  (TOUCH),  Box  249,  Stn  E,  M6H 

4E2. 
□Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  8S  Harbord  St, 

MSS  IGS.  Ph:  (416)  922-8744. 
□Transveslites  in  Toronto,  Box  873,  Stn  A, 

MSW  1G3. 
□Tri-Aki  Charitable  Foundation,  8  Irwin  Ave, 

M4Y  1K9.  Ph:  (416)  924-2525. 
□Wages  Due  Lesbians,  Box  38,  Stn  E,  M6G  4E1. 

Ph:  (416)  465-6822. 

□  Women's  Archives,  Box  928,  Stn  Q,  M4T  2P1 . 

□  York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf,  c/o  MCC,  29 
Granby  St,  MSB  1H8. 

Windsor 

□  Gay  AA.  Ph:  (519)  258-7967. 

□  Windsor  Gay  Unity,  Box  7002,  Sandwich  Postal 
Stn.  N9C  3Y6.  Gayline:  (519)  252-0979.  Gayline 
is  answered  by  a  woman  Tuesdays  7-10  pm. 


QUEBEC 


Hull 

□  Association  Gaie  de  I'Ouest  Quib^oU  (AGOQ), 

CP  1215,  Succ  B,  J8X  3X7.  Ph:  (819)  778-1737. 

Lennoxville 

□Gay  Students'  Alliance  (GSA),  Box  631,  Bishop's 
University/Champlain  Regional  College, 
JIM  1Z7. 

Montreal 

□  Association  Communautaire  Homoscxuelle  de 
I'Universiti  de  Montreal,  3200,  Jean-Brillant, 
Local  1265-6,  Pav  des  Sciences  Sociales, 
University  de  Montreal,  H3T  1N8. 

□  Association  pour  les  droits  de  la  communauti 
gaie  du  Quebec  (ADGQ),  CP  36,  Succ  C, 
H2L  4J7.  Bureau:  1264  rue  St-Timoth6e.  Ph: 
(514)843-8671. 

□  Comity  de  soutien  aux  accuse  de  Truxx,  a/s  1217 
rue  Crescent,  H3G  2B1. 

□  Communaut^  homophile  chritienne  (Catholic), 
354,  rue  Murray.  Ph:  (514)  688-907L 

□  Contact-nous,  gay  VD  service,  information  and 
referral.  Ph:  (514)  842-5807. 

□  Coop-Femmes,  CP  223,  Succ  Delorimier, 
H2H  2N6.  Ph:  (514)  843-8998. 

□  Dignity/Montrial,  Newman  Centre,  3484  rue 
Peel.  Ph:(S14)  392-6741. 

□  Eglise  Communautaire  de  Montrtel,  Montreal 
Community  Church,  CP  610,  Succ  NDG, 
H4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514)  845-4471. 

□  FM^ration  canadienne  des  transscxuels,  16  rue 
Viau,  Vaudreuil  J7V  1A7. 

□  Frateraiti-Halte  Inc,  5342  boul  Saint-Laurent, 
H2T  ISl.  Ph:(514)  521-5360. 

□  Gai^oute,  ligne  tiliphonique  pour 
francophones.  7  pm  -  1 1  pm  every  night. 
Ph:  (514)937-1447. 

□Gay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  Clinic/Clin- 
ique  des  Jcuncs  de  Montreal,  3658  rue  Sainte- 
Famille,  H2X  2LS.  Ph:  (514)  843-7885,  843-5255, 
Men,  Wed  and  Fri  evenings. 

[Gay  Info,  CP  610,  Succ  NDG.  H4A  3R1.  Ph: 
(514)486-4404,  Thurs  and  Fri,      7.11pm. 
24-hr  recorded  message  at  other  times. 

[  Xayline,  (514)  931-8668  or  931-5330,  7  days  a 
week,  7-1 1  pm. 

HGay  Men  and  Women  of  McGIII,  University  Cen- 
tre. Rm  408,  3480  rue  McTavish,  H3A  1X9. 
Meets  Thurs.  7  30  pm.  Rm  425. 

r  IGay  Social  Services  Project,  5  rue  Weredale 
Park,  Westmouni  H3Z  1Y5.  Ph:  (514)  937-9581. 

□Gay  Youth  Group,  open  to  gay  males  14-22, 
meets  Salurdayt  2-4  pm,  call  Gayline  for  info 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o 
305  avenue  Willibrord,  Verdun  H4Ci  2T7.  Ph: 
(514)  766-9623. 

(  1  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia,  1455 

outst  boul  de  Maisonncuvc,  H3G  1M7.  Ph: 

(514)  879-4500  from  9  am  lo  5  pm 
!  il.ibrairic  I'Androgyne/ Androgyny  Bookitore, 

1217  rueCresccnl,  H.1Ci  281.  Ph   (514)  Kft6  2131 
[  INACHiCS:  Montreal's  Gay  JewUh  (;roup,  (  i> 

298,  Succ  H.  H3G  2K8.  Ph:  (514)  488-0849 
CJOMer  Gays  Group,  meets  I  si  and  3rd  Wed  each 

month,  at  5  rue  Weredale  Park,  Weslmount 
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H3Z  lYS.  Ph:  (514)  937-9581,  ext  238,  for  info. 
Ask  for  Barry. 
□Parents  of  Gays,  a/s  CP  610,  Succ  NDG, 
H4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514)  486-4404. 

□  Pro-Cathidrale  du  Disciple  Bien-Aim«,  4376  de 
la  Roche.  Ph:  (514)  279-5381. 

□  Productions  88,  1406  rue  de  la  Visitation,  No  3, 
H2L  3B8. 

□Transvestites  i  Montreal,  social  support  for 
transvestites,  CP  153,  Succ  Victoria,  H3Z  2V5. 
Ph:  (514)  486-4404  (Thurs  and  Fri  only). 

□  Women's  Homophile  Association  of  Montreal, 
a/s  Susan  Shea,  1967  rue  Erie,  H2K  2MS. 

□  Women's  information  and  Referral  Centre,  3585 
rue  Saint-Urbain,  H2X  2N6.  Open  Mon-Fri, 

9  am-S  pm,  Tues  5  pm-9  pm.  Ph:  (514)  842-4781. 

Quebec 

□  Centre  Homophile  d'Aide  et  de  Liberation 
(CHAD,  CP  596,  Succ  Haute- Ville,  GIR  4R8. 
Bureau:  175  rue  Prince-Edouard.  Ph:  (418) 
525-4997. 

□  Groupe  gal  de  I'Universite  Laval,  CP  2500, 
Pavilion  Lemieux,  Cite  universitaire,  GIK  7P4. 

□  Paroisse  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  catholique 
eucharistique),  310,  rue  de  la  Couronne, 
GIK  6E4. 


SASKATCHEWAN 

Carrot  River 

□  Carrot  River  Gays,  c/o  Box  401 ,  Saskatoon.  For 
Melfort-Tisdale  area. 

Kindersley 

□  West  Central  Gays  (Kindersley-Eston-Rose- 
town),  c/o  Drawer  I,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon. 

Moose  Jaw 

n Moose  Jaw  Gay  Community  Cenire,  c/o  Box 

1778,  S6H  7K8. 

North  Battleford 

!  iBattlefords  Gay  Community,  c/o  Box  861,  North 
Battleford. 

Prince  Albert 

Prince  Albert  Gay  Community  Cenire,  Box  1893, 
S6V  6J9. 

Retina 

'.    Gay  Reglna,  a  political  action  group.  Box  3414. 

Ph:  (306)  522-7343.  For  info  concerning  social 

functions,  contact  Regina  Gay  Community 

Centre. 
:  lOne  Loaf,  organization  of  lesbians  and  gays  in 

the  United  Church  in  Saskatchewan,  2-1805  Rae 

Sl,S4T  2E3. 
:  ! Regina  (iay  Coramanily  C'enlrr.  2242  Smith  St. 

Ph:  (306)  522  7343   Counselling  and  information 

Tues  and  Sal.  6:30-9:00  pm 


Saskatoon 

□Gay  Academic  Union,  Box  419,  Sub  PO  6, 
S7N  OWO. 

□  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8. 
245-3rd  Ave  South.  Ph:  (306)  652-0972. 

□  Grapevine,  a  group  of  Christian  and  Jewish  gays. 
Ph:  (306)  343-5963. 

□  Lesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women's  Liberation, 
Box  4021,  S7K  3T1. 

□  Stubble  Jumper  Press,  21-303  Queen  St, 
S7K0M1. 

□  Subcommittee  on  Gay  Rights,  Saskatchewan 
Association  on  Human  Rights,  31  l-20th  St  W, 
S7M0X1. 


PROVINCIAL 


□  Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association 
(ALGRA),  Box  1852,  Edmonton,  AB 

TSJ  2P2". 

□  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO), 

Box  822,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  MSW  IG3.  Ph: 
(416)977-1605. 

□  Manitoba  Gay  Coalition,  Box  27,  UMSU, 
Univ  of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  MB  R3T  2N2. 

□  Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  Box  923, 
Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L8. 

□  Saskatchewan  Gay  Coalition,  Box  7508,  Saska- 
toon, SK. 


NATIONAL/BINATIONAL 


UBinational  Gay  Youth  Coalition,  Canadian  Head 
Office.  29  Granby  St,  Suite  301,  Toronto.  ON 
MSB  1H8.  Ph:  (416)977-2184. 

□  Canadian  Association  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
(CALGM),  Box  3343,  Stn  D,  Ottawa,  ON 
K1P6H8. 

1  ^Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  Sin  A, 
Toronto.  ON  MSW  1G2.  Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 

r]Coalition  binatlonale  pour  la  Jeunesse  gaie,  Si^ge 
socialc  Quib*cois.  CP  753,  Succ  H,  Monlrial. 
PQH3G  2M7. 

I  1  Committee  to  Defend  John  Damiea,  Box  608. 
Sin  K.  Toronto,  ON  M4P  2HI. 
1  Dignity /Canada  Dignitt.  Box  1912.  Win- 
nipeg. MB  R3C  mi   Ph:  (204)  772-4322. 

!  1  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
TranvwxuaK  (FACT).   Box  891.  Sin  F, 
Toronto.  ON  M4Y  2N9.  Ph:  (416)  535-8819,  24 
hrs  a  day. 

'  KirBiu  Roots  Organlring  Worlshop  Atelier  dr 
rorgani.sation  i  la  bate.  Ilox  V)<M.  Sin  1). 
Ollawa.  ON  KIN  hH7 
Intrmt  (iroup  on  <ia>  and  lx«blan  l.uur*  In 
Piyrholog},  c/o  Canadian  P%ychologicul 
As\<K'ialion,  558  King  Idward  Ave.  Ottawa.  ON 
KIN  7N6 


□  International  Gay  Association,  secretariat,  c/o 
CHLR,  Box  931,  Dublin  4,  Republic  of  Ireland 
(Eire). 

□  The  John  Damien  Foundation,  Box  983, 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto,  ON  MSC  2K4. 

□  Libertarian  Committee  on  Gay  Rights,  an  arm  of 
the  Libertarian  Pany  of  Canada,  Box  190, 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto,  ON  MSC  2J1. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Churches  in  Canada, 
Box  5178,  Vancouver,  BC  V6B  4B2.  Ph: 
(604)681-8525. 

□  New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  Box  792, 
Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2N7. 

□  Regroupment  national  des  lesbiennes  et  des  gais 
du  Quebec,  CP  1 104,  Succ  Place  d'Annes, 
Montreal,  PQ  H2Y  3J6. 


PUBLICATIONS 


□  After  Stonewall,  Box  7763,  Saskatoon,  SK. 

□  The  Body  PoUtic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  MSW  1X9.  Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 

□  Gay  Horizons,  Box  2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB 
T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  264-3911.  Offices  at  Suites 
317-323,  223-12  Ave  SW,  Calgary,  AB  T2R  0G9 

□  Gay  Niagara  News,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls, 
ON  L2E  6V5. 

□  Gay  Saskatchewan,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon.  SK. 

□  GO  Info,  Gays  of  Otiawa/Gais  de  I'Outaouais, 
Box  2919,  Stn  D,  Ottawa,  ON  KIP  SW9. 

□  Have  Vou  Heard?,  Box  3611.  Halifax  South 
Postal  Sin.  Halifax,  NS  B3J  3K6. 

□  U  Berdache.  CP  36,  Succ  C.  Montreal,  PQ 
H2L  4J7 

'-  ^  Lesbians  Lesbiennes,  Box  253 1 ,  Stn  B, 

Kitchener.  ON. 
y  Metro  Communit>  News,  29  Granby  St, 

Toronto.  ON  MSB  IH8. 

OUT,  Box  2741,  Stn  B.  Kitchener,  ON 

K2H  6N3. 
;   Out  and  .\bout.  Box  3911,  Stn  B,  Winnipeg 

R2W  5H9. 
□Sparrow,  Atlantic  Christian  Newsletter,  Box 

361 1.  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn.  Halifax,  NS 

B3J  3K6 


IS  YOUR  ENTRY  CORRECT? 

Kerpinf  thr  Community  Page  up-to-date  depends 
on  you.  If  the  information  presented  here  about 
groups  in  your  area  «  not  accurate,  pleas*  let  us 
know.  Send  corrections,  changes  and  new  listings 
to:  The  Body  PoUtic  Community  Pott.  P  O  Box 
7289.  Sin  ,4.  Toronto,  OS  M5»   l.\0. 

The  Body  Politic  u  liMking  for  articles  at>oul  gav 
groups  across  Canada  lo  run  each  month  on  its 
( 'ommunity  Page.  If  you  'd  like  lo  teil  people  all 
acroxs  Sorih  America  about  your  group,  send  us  a 
story  about  it  (maximum  length,  1000  words!  along 
with  some  photiu 
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lANADAHS 
DEFENCE  FUND 


Writers  and  publishers  wish  to  announce  the  formation  of  a  defence  fund  for 
Ian  Adams's  legal  costs  concerning  the  novel,  S:  Portrait  of  a  Spy.  Adams  is 
being  sued  by  Leslie  James  Bennett,  a  retired  RCMP  inteUigence  officer,  who 
claims  that  the  double  agent  S  described  in  the  book  is  modelled  on  himself,  and 
that  the  description  is  damaging  to  his  personal  reputation.  As  organizations 
representing  more  than  3,000  writers  and  publishers,  we  feel  this  case  raises 
issues  of  grave  concern. 

There  are  several  unusual  factors  in  this  case.  S:  Portrait  of  a  Spy  sold  more 
than  1 2,000  copies  in  less  than  two  months.  But  when  the  suit  for  libel  was  filed, 
the  book  was  effectively  removed  from  the  market.  Though  no  injunction  was 
issued,  the  publisher  discontinued  active  promotion  of  the  book,  did  not  order  a 
reprint,  and  negotiations  for  subsidiary  rights  collapsed.  S:  Portrait  of  a  Spy 
seized  the  public's  interest,  yet  it  has  languished  in  warehouses  for  two  years. 

In  the  course  of  legal  proceedings,  Ian  Adams  has  been  ordered  to  reveal  his 
sources  in  researching  the  background  to  his  novel.  He  is  the  only  Canadian 
novelist  ever  to  be  so  ordered.  In  general  and  without  reference  to  the  Adams 
case,  the  protection  of  sources  is  essential  to  a  writer's  work.  We  believe  that 
only  in  the  rare  and  unusual  circumstances  where  the  vital  public  interest  would 
be  served  by  the  revealing  of  sources  should  any  writer  be  compelled  to  reveal 


the  names  of  persons  consulted  in  the  course  of  research.  We  also  note  that,  in 
the  same  proceedings  in  which  Adams  has  been  ordered  to  reveal  his  sources, 
Bennett,  who  is  suing  Adams,  has  successfully  cited  the  Official  Secrets  Act  in 
refusing  to  answer  some  of  the  defence  lawyer's  questions. 

As  writers  and  publishers,  we  are  profoundly  disturbed  by  the  proposition 
that  a  writer  be  required  to  reveal  sources,  inhibiting  and  effectively  prohibiting 
writers  in  the  future  from  drawing  upon  their  knowledge  and  life  experiences  to 
create  works  which  comment  on  the  political,  social  and  economic  conditions 
of  our  society.  We  fear  this  will  lead  to  the  worst  sort  of  censorship:  self- 
censorship  in  all  the  media,  whereby  writers  will  themselves  refrain  from 
writing  about  certain  subjects,  or  even  from  the  expression  of  opinions.  This 
fear  is  not  merely  a  professional  concern.  We  believe  that  such  repression  of 
cultural  expression  is  a  threat  to  all  Canadians. 

To  show  the  sincerity  of  our  concern  regarding  the  issue  of  confidentiality  of 
sources,  as  well  as  our  support  of  Ian  Adams  in  this  difficult  situation,  we  the 
undersigned  are  giving  our  support  to  the  establishment  of  an  Ian  Adams 
Defence  Fund.  After  two  years  of  litigation,  Mr  Adams's  legal  costs  are  already 
considerable.  We  invite  the  public  to  join  us  in  sending  donations  to  the  Ian 
Adams  Defence  Fund,  24  Ryerson  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5T  2P3. 


IfflBMM 


i^V^ 


vin 


A  statement  prepared  and  released  by:  the  ACTRA  Writers'  Guild,  the  Association  of  Canadian  Publishers,  the  Canadian  Periodical 

Publishers  Association,  the  Guild  of  Canadian  Playwrights,  the  League  of  Canadian  Poets,  the  Periodical  Writers  Association  of  Canada, 

Playwrights  Canada,  the  Writers'  Union  of  Canada  and  the  Literary  Translators  Association. 
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Dy  Robin  Hardy 


...and  only  the  grumpy  ones  were  left 


The  day  the  homos  disappeared,  Nora 
Lindquist  had  planned  a  dinner  party. 
First,  the  bakery  didn't  have  any 
spinach  quiche.  Nor  could  she  get  any 
of  that  dehcious  key  lime  pie  she'd 
hoped  to  impress  everyone  with,  and  the 
cheese  souffl6  she  attempted  fell  in  like 
a  punctured  basketball  the  moment  she 
took  it  from  the  oven.  In  desperation, 
she  phoned  out  for  Chinese  food  —  at 
least  it  was  from  one  of  the  best 
restaurants  in  town. 

Her  guests  arrived  late,  and  two 
didn't  show  at  all.  Nora  wasn't  sur- 
prised that  her  husband  Bill  Lindquist 
absented  himself.  In  fact,  she  was  quite 
happy;  they  didn't  like  each  other  very 
much,  really.  If  it  wasn't  for  the  cor- 
poration's disapproval  of  divorce,  he 
would  have  walked  out  long  ago,  taking 
Nora's  lifestyle  with  him. 

But  no  Wayne  Simon!  That  made 
Nora  furious.  It  was  important  to  have 
one  gay  man  at  her  dinner  psuiies.  It 
was  as  important  as  the  right  arrange- 
ment of  flowers  in  the  centrepiece.  It 
was,  well,  fashionable.  She  never  asked 
lesbians  though.  They  made  her  uncom- 
fortable. And  lovers  made  being  gay 
seem  too  serious  somehow  —  more  than 
one  gay  person  and  they  started  flaun- 
ting it.  Wayne  Simon  had  been  perfect. 
He  was  single,  he  was  a  famous  fashion 
designer  —  but  he  wasn't  here!  The 
homos  must  have  been  planning  this  for 
weeks;  why  couldn't  they  have  waited 
for  some  other  day,  or  at  least  warned 
her  in  advance?  It  was  quite  rude,  Nora 
bristled,  putting  every  homo  who  had 
ever  lived  firmly  in  place  once  and  for 
all. 

And  now  Emily  Tilchrist,  who  sat 
across  from  Nora  at  the  Roche-Bobois 
dining  table,  wouldn't  shut  up  about  it. 

"It  was  just  dreadful  today,  dear," 
Emily  crooned,  tucking  a  forkful  of 
Ming-yung-poo  tastefully  into  her 
mouth.  "Mmm,  this  is  delicious.  Did 
you  get  it  from  the  corner  take-out  on 
Parliament  Street?"  Emily  raised  her 
eyes  coquettishly  and  continued  before 
Nora  could  answer.  "It  was  simply 
dreadful.  First,  I  couldn't  get  my  hair 
done.  Alain  had  disappeared.  Vanished 
into  thin  air.  In  fact,  his  entire  salon 
was  closed.  Then  I  met  Adrienne  for 
lunch  at  Crispin's  and  we  had  to  wait  an 
hour  to  be  served  —  they  only  had  one 
waiter  left.  When  we  finally  did  get  the 
food  —  they  cook  artichokes  so  nicely 
there,  you  know,  so  much  better  than  at 
L'Ombrellino  —  it  was  lukewarm.  And 
soggy." 

Nora  thrust  aside  visions  of  grinding 
raw  artichokes  into  Emily's  facelift. 
"Yes,  well,  I  was  talking  to  John  today 
about  the  homos  disappearing.  John 
Sewell."  She  dropped  the  last  name  less 
than  casually.  The  mayor  was  Someone 
Worth  Knowing,  and  she  always  invited 
Someone  Worth  Knowing  to  her  dinner 
parties.  John  had  declined  this  time 
around,  though.  At  her  last  party  he 
had  joked  about  joining  the  Tory  party 
and  found  it  reported  the  next  day  on 
the  front  page  of  the  Star,  thanks  to 
that  frozen  tuna  fish  in  the  baggy  grey 
Hannel  who  had  sat  too  attentively 
beside  him  all  night.  It  would  take  Nora 
months  of  careful  manipulation  to  get 
the  mayor  back  to  her  tabic. 


"John  is  just  frantic.  He  told  me  — 
quite  confidentially,  of  course  —  that 
no  one  seems  to  know  where  they've 
gone  or  why  they  took  all  those  other 
people  with  them." 

"All  the  other  people?"  exclaimed 
Emily,  her  curiosity  overcoming  her 
jealousy. 

"Why  yes,"  said  Nora,  victoriously 
sipping  Chateau  Yquem  from  her  Boda 
wineglass.  "It's  not  just  the  homos,  you 
know.  Ten  percent  of  the  population 
has  disappeared." 

"Darling,"  said  Emily,  her  voice 
venomously  chilled  for  the  kill. 
"They're  all  homos.  Ten  percent  of  the 
population.  The  closeted  ones  are 
gone, too. 

"By  the  way,"  she  added  with  a 
smile,  "Where's  Bill  tonight?" 

John  Sewell  gazed  through  the  plate 
glass  wall  of  his  City  Hall  office,  out 
across  the  square  to  the  serene  plumes 
of  water  gushing  in  the  fountain.  The 
hanging  plants,  he  noted,  blocked  too 
much  of  the  view.  He  hated  plants. 
Occasionally  he  had  visions  of  the 
Swedish  ivy  spreading  before  his  eyes, 
doubling  in  size,  doubling  again,  shut- 
ting off  the  entire  window  and  then 
reaching  out  across  the  floor,  closing 
off  the  door,  circling  the  legs  of  his 
chair,  curling  around  his  knees... 

The  pastel  jungle  print  fabric  on  the 
wingback  chairs  across  from  his  desk 
encouraged  the  nightmare.  He  hated 
those  chjiirs,  too.  He  wanted  his  office 
redesigned,  but  at  the  moment  it  looked 
unlikely.  There  were  no  more  interior 
designers.  Maybe  he'd  find  someone 
with  taste  during  his  next  term  in  office 
—  if  he  had  a  next  term  in  office.  The 
homos,  his  homos,  his  voting  homos 
had  disappeared  during  an  election 
year.  His  headache  accelerated  three 
throbs  per  minute 


Downtown  had  been  particularly  bad- 
ly hit.  Most  of  the  good  restaurants 
never  opened,  and  the  ones  that  did 
were  running  pretty  sloppy  service. 
Hundreds  of  boutiques  were  closed,  and 
theatres  by  the  dozens  were  cancelling 
performances.  Traffic  was  jammed  up 
because  ten  percent  of  the  buses  and 
streetcars  had  been  abandoned  in  the 
middle  of  the  streets.  Hospitals  lost 
hundreds  of  nurses;  schools  missed 
thousands  of  teachers.  The  switchboard 
at  City  Hall  was  overloaded  — 
telephone  operators  had  vanished  in 
droves  —  and  even  when  people  did  get 
through  to  the  departments  they 
wanted,  chances  were  the  person  they 
wanted  to  talk  to  wasn't  there.  And  all 
the  ones  left  were  so  grumpy.  All  the 
happy  people  had  disappeared,  or  so  it 
seemed  to  John  Sewell. 

But  that  wasn't  the  reason  for  the 
mayor's  headache.  The  throb  was  com- 
ing from  Queen's  Park. 

The  provincial  cabinet  had  called 
Sewell  because  Sewell  was  a  friend  of 
the  homos.  It  shouldn't  have  upset 
Queen's  Park  that  the  homos  had  dis- 
appeared, but  it  upset  a  lot  of  Queen's 
Park's  friends.  Bell  Canada  was  crip- 
pled. Hydro  w£is  at  half  power.  Banks 
had  lost  loan  officers  and  accountants, 
the  stock  market  had  lost  brokers,  and 
insurance  companies  were  missing  ac- 
tuaries. The  courts  were  being  adjourn- 
ed because  court  reporters  and  clerks 
had  disappeared.  Interprovincial  truck- 
ing was  at  a  standstill,  with  empty  semi- 
trailers blocking  the  King's  Highways. 
In  the  north,  a  third  of  the  miners  failed 
to  show  up  for  morning  shift.  Queen's 
Park's  friends  were  pissed  off.  Queen's 
Park  needed  the  homos  back,  and  they 
had  come  to  John  Sewell  for  help. 

"Look,  John,"  the  premier's  admin- 
istrative assistant  had  said  on  the 
phone,  "we  want  you  to  make  some 
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kind  of  statement,  you  know,  to  calm 
the  atmosphere  —  the  way  you  did  at 
that  big  gay  rally  a  few  years  ago.  Just 
say  that  we're  in  the  process  of  con- 
tacting the,  uh,  gay  leaders  and  that 
progress  is  being  made  on,  ahh...  cer- 
tain justifiable  grievances  of  the 
homosexual  population.  That's  all. 
Nothing  too  specific. 

"How  about  it,  John?  After  all,  how 
does  John  Damien  expect  to  win  his 
case  if  we  can't  get  the  courts  open 
again?  Ha  ha  ha." 

Very  funny,  thought  Sewell  morosely. 
They  hadn't  thanked  him  in  '79,  but 
now  they  were  dumping  the  whole  mess 
in  his  lap.  They  were  desf)erate.  They 
needed  the  homos  back. 

His  secretary  buzzed.  Nora  Lindquist 
was  waiting  in  his  outer  office  to  see 
him.  The  city  was  in  chaos  and  Nora 
Lindquist  was  miffed  because  he'd 
begged  off  her  last  dinner  party.  Or  so 
he  figured.  "Tell  her  to  come  in,"  he 
buzzed  back,  and  his  headache  floored 
the  throb  throttle. 

Nora  strode  into  the  room  with  an  ex- 
pression of  Great  Concern  on  her  face 
and  started  talking  even  before  she  hit 
the  floral  print  wing  chair.  "John,  I  just 
can't  understand  why  Bill  would  do  a 
thing  hke  this.  I  mean,  I'm  sure  it  can't 
just  be  the  homos  who've  disappeared. 
Bill's  gone!  They  must  have  taken 
people  with  them." 

The  throbbing  in  Sewell's  head  left 
very  Httle  room  for  thought,  but  he 
knew  that  Nora  wasn't  alone  in  her 
panic.  Police  Chief  Ackroyd  was  de- 
manding that  the  homos  be  found  and 
punished  for  spiriting  away  20%  of  his 
force.  And  it  wouldn't  be  very  many 
hours  before  Renaissance  International 
discovered  the  absence  of  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  school  children. 

Nora  gave  a  well-practiced  stifle  to 
her  sob,  but  before  Sewell  could  s>'m- 
pathize,  even  before  he  could  indulge 
his  vision  of  the  floral  print  wing  chair 
swallowing  Nora  in  one  satisfied  gulp, 
the  intercom  buzzed.  The  man  from 
Queen's  Park  was  on  the  phone  again. 

"John,  1  have  some  good  news,"  the 
premier's  assistant  said  cheerfully. 
"We've  just  got  word  on  the  where- 
abouts of  a  homo.  Wayne  Simon,  the 
fashion  designer,  is  still  around  and  ap- 
parently he's  announced  a  major  show. 
There's  an  ad  in  the  Star."  The  Star  was 
down  to  about  10  pages,  but  at  least  it 
was  still  publishing.  This  morning  its 
single  editorial  had  called  on  the  homos 
to  stop  this  silly  petulance  and  get  back 
to  work. 

"We  thought  maybe  you  could  go  sec 
Simon,"  the  premier's  assistant  con- 
tinued. "Maybe  he  could  tell  you  where 
everybody's  gone.  It's  not  just  the 
homos,  you  know.  They  seem  to  have 
taken  about  a  tenth  of  the  population." 

Sewell  buzzed  his  secretary.  "Call  me 
a  cab." 

"I'm  sorry,  Your  Worship,  but  I'm 
told  their  lines  have  been  tied  up  for 
hours." 

"Oh,  right.  Never  mind,  we'll  walk. 
Call  Wayne  Simon  and  tell  him  I'm 
coming  to  sec  him  within  the  hour. 

"Come  on  Nora,  we're  going  to  get 
to  the  bottom  of  this.L ' 
f'o  he  continued  in  ii  future  issue 
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The  Boston  Sex  Scandal 

by  Mitzel.  A  candid  history  of  the  witch-hunt 
against  Boston-area  6oy  lovers  which  occurred 
at  the  time  of  the  raid  on  The  Body  Politic.  A  full 
cast  of  characters:  Anita,  Gore  Vidal,  Allen 
Ginst>erg,  activists,  slimy  politicians,  the  defen- 
dants and  the  tx}ys  who  were  the  victims  of  the 
bizarre  scenario.  The  first  Glad  Day  Books 
publication.  "A  major  document." 
—  Edmund  White. 
Paperbacif,  $5.95  Canada; 
S4.95  US.  Shipping  35« 

Dream  Palaces  by  james  Purdy. 

Long  out-of-print,  The  Nephew,  Malcolm,  and  the 
novella,  63:  Dream  Palaces  are  presented  in  a 
new  edition  with  a  forward  by  Edward  Albee. 
Capable  of  blending  outrageous  wit  with  the 
sickly  and  abnormal,  Purdy  proves  himself  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  contemporary  American 
novelists. 

Hardcover,  $25.00  Canada; 
$19.95  US.  Shipping  75€ 

Now  That  You  Know:  mat  Every 

Parent  Should  Know  About  Homosexuality,  by 
Betty  Fairchild  and  Nancy  Hayward.  Written  by 
two  of  the  organizers  of  Parents  of  Gays,  the 
book  presents  an  upbeat  guide  for  parents  who 
learn  of  their  children's  homosexuality.  A 
benchmark  best-seller  in  "coming  out"  literature. 
Hardcover,  $11.95  Canada; 
$8.95  US.  Shipping  75t 

Lesbian-Feminism  in  Turn-of- 
the-Century  Germany  edited  and 

translated  by  Lillian  Faderwan  and  Bridgitte 
Eriksson.  A  collection  of  stories  and 
autobiographies  which  provide  us  for  the  first 
time  with  the  voices  of  German  lesbians  who  liv- 
ed during  the  period  when  love  between  "wim- 
min  "  was  first  named  and,  once  labeled,  describ- 
ed as  a  "sickness. "  A  Naiad  Press  publication. 
Paperback,  $7.50  Canada; 
$5.95  US.  Shipping  35( 
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Straight  Heart's  Delight  byAiien 

Ginsberg  and  Peter  Orlovsky.  From  Gay  Sun- 
shine Press,  a  crucial  volume  for  understanding 
the  Beat  Movement  Spanning  a  thirty-year 
period,  this  illustrated  book  includes  the  gay  love 
poems  and  letters  documenting  the  love  relation- 
ship of  the  two  poets. 
Paperback,  $11.95  Canada; 
$8.95  US.  Shipping  359 

Sexual  Variance  in  Society 

and  History  by  Vem  L  Bullough.  A  paper- 
back edition  of  the  most  comprehensive 
historical  study  of  gay  sexuality  in  Asian  and 
Western  cultures.  715  pages. 
Paperback,  $12.50  Canada; 
$9.95  US.  Shipping  35« 

Recovering  by  May  Sarton.  A  journal 
through  which  May  Sarton  demonstrates  her 
vigour  and  stamina:  her  coming  to  terms  with  a 
hostile  press,  her  being  pigeonholed  as  a  "les- 
bian" writer,  her  love  and  self. 
Hardcover.  $16.95  Canada; 
$72.95  US.  Shipping  75c 

Now  in  Paperback: 

Kiss  of  the  Spider  Woman  by 

Manuel  Puig.  Through  a  modern  Don  Quixote 

and  Sancho  Panza,  Puig  weaves  an  exceptional 

tale  of  the  love  which  evolves  between  Molina 

and  Valentin,  cell  mates  in  a  Buenos  Aires 

penitentiary. 

Paperback,  $4.50  Canada; 

$3.50  US.  Shipping  35c 

Also  by  Manuel  Puig: 

The  Buenos  Aires  Affair 
Paperback,  $4.50  Canada; 
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